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Humane Society of Nelson County Animal Services Director Judy Cooke, left, and Humane Society Board of Directors
President Trudi Maish spoke with District 1 Magistrate Keith Metcalfe after a meeting of the Nelson Fiscal Court animal
control committee Friday. Metcalfe and District 5 Magistrate Jerry Hahn expressed concerns about a proposal to allow
the Humane Society to oversee daily operations at the Nelson County Animal Shelter and take control of some county
funds to do so.

Magistrates debate Humane Society proposal
HSNC would take over
operation of animal shelter
ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com

Two magistrates expressed concern
Friday that a plan to turn over opera-
tions of the Nelson County Animal
Shelter to the Humane Society of
Nelson County wouldn’t save the
county enough money to justify the
firing of a longtime employee.

Fiscal Court’s animal control com-
mittee, comprised of District 1
Magistrate Keith Metcalfe and
District 5 Magistrate Jerry Hahn, met
Friday morning after Metcalfe asked
to delay a vote at a regular Fiscal

Court meeting Tuesday so that more
of his questions could be answered. 

The Humane Society turned in the
only proposal after an open bidding
process at the end of last year. Fiscal
Court sought proposals to take over
day-to-day operations of the shelter,
which takes in and holds stray and
quarantined dogs. Humane Society
Animal Services Director Judy
Cooke believes “kennel” is a more
accurate term for what is commonly
referred to as the animal shelter. 

The Humane Society has requested
the right to manage funds already
slated for the operations of the animal
shelter in the county’s budget. About
$50,600 annually would be sufficient
for the Humane Society’s needs,
Cooke said. 

The proposal would save the coun-

ty $14,800 in costs for benefits paid
for Brenda Phillips’ position as shel-
ter director and saved costs in sup-
plies, the proposal states. Phillips’
position would be eliminated in the
changeover. According to Nelson
County Judge Executive Dean Watts,
she has worked at the shelter nearly
12 years. 

However, the Humane Society has
also requested to keep licensing and
reclaim fees, which are included
along with violation fees in revenues
paid back to the county each year. The
three combined to $8,515 in fiscal
year 2010-2011, according to
Metcalfe.

Metcalfe was concerned the report-
ed savings to the county wasn’t accu-
rate due to this request.

“
There are some people that have a passion for animals
and anybody that’s involved in the Humane Society,
they more than likely have a passion for animals and
they’re more likely to take the next step.

DEAN WATTS, NELSON COUNTY JUDGE EXECUTIVE
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The current economy continues to provide challenges
for most Americans. Aside from personal cutbacks, cor-
porations continue to make cutbacks in ways that impact
the community not as immediately evident as employ-
ment. For the second year, the United Way of Nelson
County has had to meet the challenge of those cutbacks
by supplementing its budget from its reserves.

Ninety-five percent of the money collected by the
United Way of Nelson County returns to Nelson County,
according to Interim Executive Director Kenny Fogle.
Donations fell nearly 15 percent in 2011 and Fogle active-
ly seeks new ways to meet the demands of budget usual-
ly in a range of $200,000-$300,000. 

“It is the one way that a poor man, like myself, can help
several charities at once,” Fogle said. “The United Way
gives to 20 different charities that help the community.” 

The organization receives most of its funding through
payroll deductions and corporate grants, Fogle said.
When corporations make cutbacks or change ownership,
funding is directly affected. New ownership doesn’t nec-
essarily translate to new corporate grants. For every
employee laid off, the organization suffers a $2 loss. One
dollar is lost from the employee’s contribution and the
employer that matches the donation. 

The economy and local autonomy play a big factor in
the organization’s future.

“We have the opportunity to be a part of Metro United
Way in Louisville and we would have more funding,”
Fogle said, “but we would have to give up our local con-
trol.”

To supplement its budget, the board of directors met on
Monday at Salt River Electric and reviewed its income
and expenses. The board agreed to a budget of $240,426
for 2012. 

To meet the budget, United Way had to tap into
$11,000 in funds from last year and an additional $25,000
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The new Bloomfield and
New Haven library branch-
es are expected to open
about six weeks apart in
early spring, Val Downs,
president of the Nelson
County Board of Trustees,
told the Nelson County
Public Library Board of
Trustees at a meeting
Thursday. The New Haven

branch will open about six
weeks before the
Bloomfield branch.

Construction has been
going on at both branches
since ground was first bro-
ken at those sites in June.

“We are excited to report
we are on time and on
budget on both branches,”
Downs said. “We have not
encountered any setback
financially or the time
standpoint.”

The New Haven branch
is expected to cost $1.3 mil-
lion with a projected price
tag of $1.303 million for
the Bloomfield branch. EH
Construction is building the
branches.

Library board treasurer
Jeff Dickerson said about a
third of funds for the
Bloomfield branch and
more than half of the funds
for the New Haven Branch
have been expended.

Board changes
The library board unani-

mously approved changes
to the board policy, includ-
ing a whistleblower policy.
The policy provides an
avenue for employees, cus-
tomers and the general pub-
lic to raise concerns with-
out fear of reprisal or vic-
timization for whistle blow-
ing. The new policy is in
compliance with KRS
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Celebrating Martin Luther King Jr. Day reminds Rose
Dodson of the time she marched with King when he vis-
ited Frankfort in 1964. 

“When he marched on Frankfort, he had the dream that
one day everyone would have equal rights,” Dodson said.
“I’m just very passionate about the day and I don’t take it
lightly. He really gave his life for this cause and every
year it gets better and better. We can to do a lot of lip serv-
ice, but we need to get walking.”

King was assassinated in 1968, but his dream is
remembered each year on the third Monday of January at
St. Monica’s Catholic Church in Bardstown.

“This day is about the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., who meant so much and did so much for all
races of people in the department of fighting for fighting
for equal rights for all humans,” said Dodson, who is
president of Bardstown’s Concerned Parents organiza-
tion.

On Monday, Dodson and an anticipated 500 others will
celebrate King’s life, one of America’s most iconic civil
rights leaders.

The observance will begin with a motorcade organized
by the men’s ministries from several local churches. The
procession will leave St. John’s AME Zion Church at 219
E. Brashear Ave. at 11 a.m. and end at St. Monica at 407
S. Third St.

Everyone is invited to the celebration at St. Monica
Catholic Church, which starts at noon.

Dodson remembers a time when black children and
white children attended separate schools in Bardstown.

See PROPOSAL, page A17

Martin Luther King Jr.
Day set for Monday
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Corporation cut backs
cost United Way funding
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New library branches expected to open in early spring
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makes pet caskets for
your furry family 
members.


