
gether and what keeps them
together through thick and
thin — as well as what
drives them nuts about their
better half. We all know that
relationships are never per-
fect or easy. So we’d love to
hear from lively and outspo-
ken people who might be
able to tell us a thing or two
about what makes a rela-
tionship work — and what
doesn’t.”
While the documentary is

ultimately a film about love
and the positive aspects of
being part of  a couple,
James said the crew hopes
to find people who can be
open about the realities of
their relationships.
“We’d love to hear about

all the little things, or the big
things, that drive people

mad about their partners, or
all the habits that they have
grown to find endearing.
Whether it’s the little do-
mestic tiffs over who emp-
ties the dishwasher or takes
out the trash, to the ways
that people have adapted to
accommodate their part-
ners’ habits — we’d love to
hear about it.”
James gave examples of

those who might be fea-
tured:
‰The couple as different

as night and day: For exam-
ple, the woman whose hus-
band is desperately roman-
tic but she doesn’t have a ro-
mantic bone in her body.
‰The couple who enjoy

separate hobbies and pur-
suits. Does the husband
spend his every waking mo-
ment watching sports, or is
he out hunting? Does the re-
lationship work because
he’s out from under her feet,

or does she wish they could
have a little more quality
time together?
‰How about the couple

who do everything together
and don’t spend a moment
apart? 
‰How about the duo who

constantly bicker and every-
one wonders why they’re
still together?
‰The couple who seem to

have the perfect relation-
ship: What’s the secret?
James said the crew will

make filming as easy as pos-
sible on the subjects.
“We’re looking for fun,

chatty people who would
love to share their stories
and thoughts with us, from
people who think they’ve
gotten it all figured out or
people who aren’t so sure.
The couples we ultimately
select won’t have to make a
major time commitment.
Filming would only take a

day at their home, so we won’t
be following people around
filming for months on end.”

To nominate a couple for
consideration, email Tim
Preston at The Independent

at tpreston@dailyindepen-
dent.com or call him at (606)
326-2651.

REVIVAL
March 18th

thru March 21st!

Moore Street
TABERNACLE

PASTOR DANNY PANCAKE

2608 Moore Street
ASHLAND, KY

ROGER
LAVENDER
Sunday 11am & 6pm
MARCH 18TH

Wednesday 7:00pm
MARCH 21ST

CALVIN RAY
EVANS

Monday 7:00pm
MARCH 19TH
Tuesday 7:00pm
MARCH 20TH
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Putin’s promises pose economic challenges
MOSCOW (AP) Vladimir

Putin’s lavish promises of
higher wages and benefits
for soldiers, doctors and
teachers were a key element
in winning a new term in the
Kremlin. But the price tag,
estimated at $160 billion or
more over his six-year term,
worries economists.
They say Putin will have

to make serious efforts at re-
form and tackle endemic
corruption, or else fulfilling
the promises could under-
mine the economy.
On the other hand, if

Putin fails to deliver on his
promises, the political risks
could be high.
“People are not going to

be ready to wait,” said Sergei
Guriev, rector of  the New
Economic School in Moscow.
“If the discontent of Putin’s
traditional voters combines
with the willingness of  the
urban middle class to
protest, then Putin’s presi-
dency may be over well be-
fore 2018.”
Moscow and St. Peters-

burg saw the largest street
protests in Russia’s post-So-
viet history this winter,
when tens of  thousands

came out to demand fair
elections as well as a bigger
say in how their country is
governed. This emergence
of a vocal middle class puts
new pressure on Putin to fol-
low through on promised po-
litical reform.

But Putin faces even
greater pressure from his
traditional supporters, in-
cluding all those dependent
on the state, to fulfill his
promises of  higher salaries
and benefits.
“He’s fairly well locked in-

to having to deliver on this,”
said Chris Weafer, chief
strategist at the Troika Dia-
log investment bank. “Putin
is now coming back with a
lot more at stake and a more
difficult situation than he
had in 2000. There’s no ques-

tion about that. There’s now
a much larger group of peo-
ple that are waiting for this
government to fail.”
Putin’s most tangible and

costly promises were made
in a lengthy article pub-
lished about three weeks
ahead of  the March 4 elec-
tion.
He vowed to increase

teachers’ pay to the equiva-
lent of the average salary for
their respective regions by
the end of this year. College
professors and doctors were
told that their salaries would
reach double the regional av-
erage by 2018, which alone
would cost the budget an ex-
tra 3.5 trillion rubles ($119
billion) over the next six
years. He also promised con-
siderable hikes in monthly
benefits to families with
more than two children and
in stipends for students at
state universities.
These extra payments

come on top of  significant
raises given to military and
police officers in January,
and steadily rising pensions.
The Fitch ratings agency

estimated Putin’s pledges
will cost about $160 billion

over six years, while state-
owned Sberbank put the fig-
ure even higher at 5.1 trillion
rubles, or $173 billion.
Shortly after his election

Putin insisted that he “had
not promised anything that
would be impossible to im-
plement.” He estimated that
the additional social spend-
ing would be about 1.5 per-
cent of  Russia’s gross do-
mestic product and gave as-
surances that the money
could be found by cutting
costs and inefficient spend-
ing.
Economists disagree.
“Russia needs a different

economic model if  it’s going
to achieve the level of
growth that’s required to
sustain stability, both eco-
nomic and political,” Weafer
said.
Guriev, a prominent econ-

omist, believes the govern-
ment could run out of  cash
to cover these expenses un-
less Russia’s economy deliv-
ers at least 6 percent growth,
which he said is possible on-
ly if Putin pursues economic
reforms and gets serious
about eradicating corrup-
tion.
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A St. Patrick’s Day Parade is shown in Arbat Street in downtown Moscow, Russia, on Sat-
urday.


