
Do you have
news for us?

Call 326-2600 weekdays
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Saturdays from 8:30 a.m. to
noon. Our toll-free number
for calls from throughout
Kentucky: (800) 955-5860.
When the switchboard is
closed, call these numbers
for news: 326-2662 or 326-
2663. And call this number
for sports: 326-2664.

To address issues
involving editorial content
of the newspaper, contact
Editor Mark Maynard at
mmaynard@dailyindepen-
dent.com or 326-2648. 

To report a news item
or story idea, contact:

‰ Local or regional
news, contact Editor Mark
Maynard at mmaynard@
dailyindependent.com or
326-2648.

‰ Sports, contact
Aaron Snyder at asny-
der@dailyindependent.co
m or 326-2664.

‰ Lifestyles, contact
Lifestyles Editor Lee Ward
at lward@dailyindepen-
dent.com or 326-2661.

‰ Photography, con-
tact Kevin Goldy at pho-
tok@windstream.net or
326-2659.

Considering
advertising?

Call our retail and clas-
sified advertising depart-
ments.

Classified 
advertising
‰ Office hours – 8:30

a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays.
‰ Deadlines – For line

ads, 4 p.m. one day before
publication with Friday
ads due by 2 p.m. the pre-
ceding Thursday, Saturday
ads due by 10 a.m. the pre-
ceding Friday, Sunday ads
due by noon  the preceding
Friday and Monday ads
due by 2 p.m. on the pre-
ceding Friday. For display
ads, noon two days before
publication with Saturday
ads due by 11 a.m. the pre-
ceding Thursday, Sunday
ads due by noon the pre-
ceding Thursday and
Monday and Tuesday ads
due by noon the preceding
Friday.

‰ Rates – Available
upon request.

For classified advertis-
ing contact classified@dai-
lyindependent.com

Retail
advertising

‰Office hours – 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. weekdays and 9
a.m. to noon Saturdays.

‰ Deadlines – Noon
two days before publica-
tion, with Saturday ads
due by 11 a.m. the preced-
ing Thursday, Sunday ads
due by noon the preceding
Thursday, and Monday and
Tuesday ads due by noon
the preceding Friday.

‰ Rates – Available
upon request.

To address issues
involving advertising con-
tent of the newspaper, con-
tact Advertising Director
Nikki Clay at nclay@dai-
lyindependent.com or 326-
2611.

Want to 
subscribe?

Call 326-2674 for customer
service representatives on
weekdays from 6 a.m. to 5
p.m. and on Saturdays and
Sundays from 7 a.m. to 11
a.m. Information is avail-
able on EASY Pay (our
best rate) as well as other
payment options.

Rates are:
‰ Home delivery –

Suggested weekly rates are
$3.60 per week by carrier
and $3.65 per week by
motor route. 
‰ By mail – $199.02 per

year; $101.09 for six
months; and $51.07 for
three months. All rates
include Kentucky sales tax
and are payable in
advance.

To report
delivery issues...
Providing a newspaper to

subscribers who miss
delivery is a service avail-
able in most of the The
Independent’s distribution
area. Call 326-2674 from 6
a.m. to 10 a.m. weekdays
and 7 a.m. to 11 a.m. week-
ends. To address other sub-
scription issues, call 326-
2674 or (800) 955-5860 before
5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. Customer service
can also be contacted by
visiting the newspaper’s
Web site at www.dailyinde-
pendent.com or by 
e-mailing at customerser-
vice@dailyindependent.
com.

Our address
Our address: The

I n d e p e n d e n t
(ISSN07446837) is published
daily except Christmas by
Newspaper Holdings Inc. at
224 17th St., Ashland KY
41101. Periodicals postage
paid at Ashland KY. Our
USPS number is 033780

Postmaster: Send
address changes to The
Independent, P.O. Box 311,
Ashland, Ky. 41105-0311. 

How to
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Region to ensure 3rd-graders read well
NEWPORT (AP) More than

70 organizations in Greater
Cincinnati and Northern
Kentucky are teaming up
on a national effort to im-
prove third-grade reading
levels.
The eight-year initiative

includes seven counties and
19 school districts. It’s one
of the broadest such efforts
ever undertaken, organiz-
ers said.
Its goal is to have 100 per-

cent of  children in this re-
gion reading successfully
by the end of  third grade by
2020.
The groups are taking on

this issue because third-
grade reading is a problem
here, they say. And failing
to address it has huge con-
sequences.
Locally, third-grade read-

ing rates have gone up by
about 2.5 percent a year for
the past five years.
But last school year, 29

percent of  Cincinnati Pub-
lic Schools students and 36
percent of  Newport Inde-
pendent Schools students
were not proficient in read-
ing by fourth grade. For
Covington Independent
Schools that number rose to
50 percent, according to
state statistics.
Students who are not

reading at grade level by
the end of  third grade are
four times more likely to
drop out of  school, accord-
ing to a 2011 study by the

Annie E. Casey Foundation.
The worst readers are near-
ly six times more likely to
drop out. Poverty com-
pounds the problem.
In Cincinnati Public

schools, only 64.7 percent of
low-income students are
proficient in third-grade
reading compared to 86.3
percent of  all other stu-
dents.
“We all believe that

kindergarten readiness and
third grade reading are the
single most important fac-
tors to getting a child to
graduate from high school,”
said Robert Reifsnyder,
president and CEO of  Unit-
ed Way. The United Way has
been focusing on those two
issues for over a year.
Third grade is a critical

milestone. Studies show
that up through the end of
third grade, kids are learn-
ing to read. After third
grade they’re expected to
read to learn. If  they can’t
read well, they start falling
behind.
“We really feel that it’s

absolutely critical to build
community will around the
importance of  getting kids

prepared for kindergarten
and getting them to know
how critical reading is and
build reading skills,” he
said. “Those skills stay with
you for the rest of  your life.
And if  you don’t have them
early, you get behind early.”
Campaign for third grade

reading
The regional effort is

spearheaded by the Strive
Partnership, which works
with Cincinnati, Covington
and Newport school dis-
tricts, and the Northern
Kentucky Education Coun-
cil which focuses on six
Kentucky counties.
The effort, dubbed the

Campaign for Early Grade-
Level Reading, is part of  a
national focus on third-
grade reading. It grew in re-
sponse to the Casey Foun-
dation report. More than
150 organizations nation-
wide are participating.
The groups will each sub-

mit multi-year plans to im-
prove third-grade reading
today for a national compe-
tition called the All Ameri-
can City Award. Winning
could net organizational
and financial support. Only

10 of  the 150 applicants will
win. The plan by the Cincin-
nati-Northern Kentucky
coalition is one of  the most
far-reaching in terms of
number of  groups involved
and kids impacted.
The coalition says it will

pursue the plan with or
without national help be-
cause it is so important to
improving graduation rates
and student success. “With

few exceptions, kids that
are reading successfully by
the end of  the third grade -
with that success carried
through the fourth grade -
will in fact graduate from
high school and do very
well, whether they immedi-
ately enter a career or go on
to pursue some form of  col-
lege,” said Greg Landsman,
executive director of  the
Strive Partnership.

Tobacco
barn
deemed
landmark
MURRAY (AP) The Ken-

tucky Heritage Council has
recognized a tobacco barn
in western Kentucky as a
landmark in the area.
Built in the 1880s, the log

frame barn was part of  the
Arnett Farm in southwest
Calloway County. A de-
scendent of  the family,
Sam Arnett, told the Mur-
ray Leger & Times that he
sought historic recognition
for the barn as a way to sig-
nify the cultural impor-
tance of  tobacco in the re-
gion.
Arnett worked in tobac-

co fields while growing up
in the 1980s and 90s along-
side families who have
been in the industry for
hundreds of  years, he said.
“In the summertime, we

would work in tobacco and
bale hay, and in the winter-
time, we would take tobac-
co down, strip it and box it
and send it off,” Arnett
said. “That really got us
through high school, and I
bought my first car with
money I earned from tobac-
co.”
Although tobacco barns

are plentiful in the area,
few have been the subject
of  artwork. J. C. Goodman,
one of  Arnett’s cousins,
used the Old Arnett Tobac-
co Barn in one of  his paint-
ings. The original work has
been shown at local busi-
nesses, but prints and post-
cards of  it have been sold
around Kentucky and the
nation.
Steve Goodman, the

artist’s son, said the origi-
nal painting is hanging in
his house. He also has
memories of  helping his
family hang dark-fired to-
bacco in the barn to cure.
“When you’re raised up

around here, and have
been around tobacco, you’ll
smell the tobacco smoke in
the fall and know that win-
ter is at hand,” said Good-
man.
Arnett says he’d like to

raise enough money to
place a marker next to the
barn and hopes to work
with the current owner to
restore the structure.

for Hearing Aids

March 20th, 22nd, 27th and 29th


