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By ROGER ALFORD
Associated Press

FRANKFORT Hunters have
persuaded the Kentucky
Fish and Wildlife Commis-
sion to take another look at
a proposal to set aside a
week each year for shooting
a limited number of  bears
that dogs have chased up
trees or cornered on the
ground.
Wildlife officials decided

to scrap that proposal two
weeks ago after the Humane
Society of the United States
criticized the practice as cru-
el and unsporting. Now, it’s
back because of  the dogged
determination of devotees to
a hunting method that has
thrived in America since
colonial days.
The wildlife commission

is scheduled to meet at 1
p.m. today to reconsider the
earlier decision so the
hunters, known as hounds-

men, would have about four
weeks set aside each year to
chase bears with dogs and to
allow them shoot some of
the bears during one of
those weeks.
“It is a powerful lobby,”

said Democratic political
strategist Danny Briscoe.
“It’s not galvanized often,
but when it is, it is incredibly
strong.”
The bear issue pitted

hunters against the Hu-
mane Society in the latest of
a long line of  face-offs over
the years.
In this case, the hunters

had two key legislative allies
in Republican state Rep.
Tommy Turner of Somerset
and Democratic state Rep.
Johnny Bell of  Glasgow.
Both are keen political
strategists who serve as co-
chairmen of  the influential
House Sportsmen Caucus
and who hunt with hounds.
However, Turner and Bell

take no credit for the wildlife
commission’s change of
heart.
“I think they saw the error

of  their way,” Bell said. “It
just didn’t make a lot of
sense to us that they op-
posed it to begin with. I don’t
know who got to them, but it
seems like somebody put
some pressure somewhere.”
Turner said the wildlife

commission simply needed to
be better educated on the issue.
“There had been some

misunderstanding, and
we’ve worked through some
of those concerns,” Turner
said. “I think we’ve got an
agreement that we’re all go-
ing to be OK with.”
Wildlife Commissioner

Chris Godby said it was
facts, not political pressure,
that brought the issue back
for a second look.
“We just had some con-

cerns that hopefully we’ve
taken care of,” Godby said.
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In a photo provided last week by the Kentucky Legislative Research Commission, Republican
Tommy Turner and Democrat Johnny Bell confer during a meeting of the Kentucky House
in Frankfort. The co-chairmen of the House Sportsmen Caucus pressed state wildlife offi-
cials to expand a season for hunters to chase bears with dogs. 

Panel to reconsider bear chasing

LOS ANGELES (AP) Audi-
ences headed back to school
for the TV update “21 Jump
Street,” which opened as the
No. 1 weekend movie with
$35 million.
Sony’s action comedy

starring Jonah Hill and
Channing Tatum as cops go-
ing undercover as high
school students took down
the animated hit “Dr. Seuss’
the Lorax,” which had been
the top flick the previous
two weekends.
Studio estimates Sunday

put Universal’s “The Lorax”
in second-place with $22.8
million, raising its domestic
total to $158.4 million.
At No. 3, Disney’s costly

sci-fi dud “John Carter”
dropped sharply in its sec-
ond weekend. The Edgar
Rice Burroughs adaptation
took in $13.5 million, down
55 percent from its anemic
opening weekend and lifting
its domestic total to a
measly $53.2 million. “John
Carter” reportedly cost $250
million to make.
While tanking in the Unit-

ed States, “John Carter” has
done decent business over-
seas. It took in $40.7 million
over the weekend to push its
international haul to $126.1
million and its worldwide to-
tal to $179.3 million.
In narrow release, Will

Ferrell’s Spanish-language
B-movie spoof “Casa de mi
Padre” opened solidly at No.
9 with $2.2 million. The Lion-
sgate release played in just
382 theaters, compared to
3,121 for “21 Jump Street.”
Based on the 1980s TV

show that made Johnny
Depp a star, “21 Jump
Street” casts Hill and Tatum
as rookie cops posing as
teens to root out crooks ped-
dling a psychedelic new
drug at a Los Angeles
school.
Rather than doing a

straight update of the TV
show, Sony turned “21 Jump
Street” on its head for the big-
screen, retooling it as a com-
edy that helped pack in the
under-25 crowd, which made
up half of the audience.
“I just think you had to

make it relevant, and action
comedy was the way to go.
And they did make it very
relevant to a young audi-
ence,” said Rory Bruer, head
of distribution for Sony.
“The guys, Jonah and Chan-
ning, were just killer togeth-
er. They had incredible
chemistry and certainly
were the attraction for
younger crowds.”
Hollywood’s box-office hot

streak finally cooled off  a
bit, with overall business
down for the first weekend

this year. Domestic revenues
totaled $108 million, off  6
percent from the same week-
end last year, according to
box-office tracker Holly-
wood.com.
That’s likely to be just a

hiccup for Hollywood,
though, with business ex-
pected to soar again next
weekend as the adaptation of
the best-seller “The Hunger
Games” hits theaters.
Hollywood.com analyst

Paul Dergarabedian said
“The Hunger Games” could
have an opening weekend
well above $100 million and
might surpass the $116.1 mil-
lion debut of 2010’s “Alice in
Wonderland,” which has the
record for best domestic pre-
miere in March.
Dergarabedian attended

“The Hunger Games” pre-
miere and said “fans were
lined up, camped out for
days. I hadn’t seen that since
the ‘Twilight’ movie. But un-
like ‘Twilight,’ which was
dominated by the female au-
dience, there’s huge interest
from males in this movie.”
With a huge summer sea-

son ahead that includes the
superhero tales “The
Avengers,” “The Amazing
Spider-Man” and “The Dark
Knight Rises,” Hollywood
has a strong shot at setting a
revenue record this year.

By MARK SHERMAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON Here’s a thought that can’t
comfort President Barack Obama: The fate of
his health care overhaul rests with four Re-
publican-appointed Supreme Court justices.
His most sweeping domestic achievement

could be struck down if they stand together
with Justice Clarence Thomas, another GOP
appointee who is the likeliest vote against.
But the good news for Obama is that he

probably needs only one of the four to side
with him to win approval of  the law’s cru-
cial centerpiece, the requirement that al-
most everyone in this country has insur-
ance or pays a penalty.
Lawyers with opposing views of the issue

uniformly agree that the four Democratic-
appointed justices, including Obama’s two
picks, Elena Kagan and Sonia Sotomayor,
will have no trouble concluding that Con-
gress did not overstep its authority in adopt-
ing the insurance requirement that is aimed
at sharply reducing the now 50 million peo-
ple without insurance.
On the other side, Thomas has made clear

in several cases that he does not take an ex-
pansive view of Congress’ powers. 
Both the Obama administration and the

health care law’s challengers believe they
can attract the other four Republicans to
their side. The group includes Chief Justice
John Roberts and Justice Samuel Alito, the
two appointees of  President George W.
Bush who have swung the court to the right
in a number of areas; conservative stalwart

Antonin Scalia; and the less doctrinaire An-
thony Kennedy.
There is no consensus in the legal and aca-

demic worlds which way the court will go or
even how each of those four justices will vote.
The court has set aside six hours over three
days, beginning March 26, to hear arguments.
But a legal challenge, once seen as improb-

able at best, now has everyone’s attention,
partly because the justices find it weighty
enough to devote six hours over three days to
hearing the case. That’s the most time for
any issue in more than 45 years.
“Arguments that once seemed out-

landish don’t seem quite so outlandish any-
more,” said University of Michigan law pro-
fessor Nicholas Bagley, a health law expert
who says the law should be upheld.
The fight over the law has played out in

starkly partisan terms. It passed Congress
without a Republican vote. All the GOP pres-
idential candidates have called for its repeal.
Some supporters of the law worry about

the high court’s decision because a similar
partisan split, with a few important excep-
tions, has emerged in the lower courts.
“I think as a constitutional matter, this

should be an easy case,” said Erwin
Chemerinsky, a liberal scholar and dean of
the law school at the University of Califor-
nia, Irvine. “But every judge appointed by a
Republican president, with two exceptions,
has voted to strike the law down.  And every
judge appointed by a Democratic president,
with one exception, has voted to uphold the
law. Thus, the real issue is whether the Re-
publican-appointed justices will overcome
ideology and vote to uphold the law.”

By NANCY BENAC
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON Barack
Obama likes to talk about
his kids. What parent
doesn’t?
But Obama isn’t just

another dad shooting the
breeze about his kids’ an-
tics in last night’s soccer
game. He’s the president,
and he brings up his
daughters to explain his
thinking on all sorts of
combustible national is-
sues.
He’s cited Sasha and

Malia, 10 and 13, in dis-
cussing everything from
the rescue of  an Ameri-
can aid worker from So-
mali pirates to the touchy
subject of public access to
emergency contracep-
tion. His daughters also
are prominent in a family
photo being used by his
re-election campaign.
Most recently, Obama

brought up his daughters
when asked about conser-
vative commentator
Rush Limbaugh’s refer-
ence to college student
Sandra Fluke as a “slut”
after she testified that
birth control should be
covered by insurance.
Obama said at a news

conference he’d called
Fluke after Limbaugh
made his comments “be-
cause I thought about Malia
and Sasha, and one of the
things I want them to do as
they get older is to engage
in issues they care about,
even ones I may not agree
with them on. I want them
to be able to speak their
mind in a civil and thought-
ful way, and I don’t want
them attacked or called
horrible names because
they’re good citizens.”
Invoking his daughters

is a way for Obama to
bring big issues down to
human scale, in a disarm-
ing way. It also is a re-
minder to Americans of

the president’s photogen-
ic family, a priceless polit-
ical asset in an election
year.
The Obamas can be

fiercely protective of their
daughters’ privacy in
some ways, complaining
if the girls are pho-
tographed while out on
their own, for example.
But they’ve been more
than willing to keep bring-
ing them up in the nation-
al conversation and to
keep them in the minds of
voters as the general elec-
tion approaches.
A few months ago, Oba-

ma brought up the girls in
talking about the govern-
ment’s decision to keep
the Plan B morning-after
pill available only to those
17 or older, rather than al-
lowing it to be openly sold
on drugstore shelves.
“As the father of  two

daughters, I think it is im-
portant for us to make
sure that we apply some
common sense to various
rules when it comes to
over-the-counter medi-
cine,” Obama said. He
went on to say the drug
shouldn’t be available for
sale to young girls, “and I

think most parents would
probably feel the same
way.”
In January, when an

American aid worker was
rescued from Somali pi-
rates by Navy SEALs,
Obama thought aloud
about what her father
had gone through, and
about his own daughters.
“I cannot imagine what

he went through — given
Malia and Sasha — and for
him to be able to stay
strong,” the president said. 
First lady Michelle

Obama frequently brings
up her daughters while
talking about her cam-
paign against childhood
obesity. She often tells
about how the girls were
starting to get off  track
before the family’s pedia-
trician gave her a wake-
up call.
On a recent four-state

tour to promote her
“Let’s Move” campaign,
Mrs. Obama blended sto-
ries about her own family
with policy pronounce-
ments, offering tips on
how she gets her girls to
eat healthy snacks and
use good manners at the
dinner table. 
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In this film image released by Columbia Pictures, Ice Cube, left, Jonah Hill and Channing
Tatum are shown in a scene from “21 Jump Street.” 

CRUEL AND UNSPORTING?

‘21 Jump Street’ leaps
to No. 1 with $35M debut

4 GOP-appointed justices control health law’s fate

Who’s talking about
Sasha and Malia? 

It’s Dad, again
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President Barack Obama visits Kramerbooks while
shopping with his daughters, Sasha, left, and Malia, in
Washington on Nov. 26.


