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Bee specialist to speak in Carter County
Staff report

OLIVE HILL A beekeeping spe-
cialist and well-known author
will discuss beekeeping at 6
p.m. April 3 at the Carter Coun-
ty Extension Building.
Dr. Tammy Horn will speak

on planting for honey corridors
in Appalachia on surface mines.
She will also sign her new book,
“Beeconomy,” and what women
and bees can teach about local
trade and markets.

The program is sponsored by
the Humanity Society, the Little
Sandy Beekeepers Club and the
Carter County Extension Of-
fice. There is no registration fee,
but donations will be accepted
to cover the cost of  refresh-
ments.
Horn completed her doctorate

in Twentieth Century Litera-
tureat in 1997 at the University
of  Alabama. That same year,
she volunteered to assist her
grandfather in his apiaries —

and the real education began.
While teaching in English,

general studies and Appalachi-
an studies departments in Ala-
bama and Kentucky, she wrote
“Bees in America: How the Hon-
ey Bee Shaped a Nation.” 
In 2006-07, Horn was named

NEH Chairwoman of  Ap-
palachian Studies at Berea Col-
lege and started a honey bee
montoring project in coal mine
sites.
In 2008, Horn joined the Envi-

ronmental Research Institute at
Eastern Kentucky University,
consulting with surface mine
companies to develop pollinator-
friendly reforestation methods
on coal mine sets and setting up
Coal Country Beeworks.
Her second book, “Beecono-

my: What Women and Bees Can
Teach us About Local Trade
and Global Markets” was pub-
lished in 2011, and she’s work-
ing on a third book of  the bee
triology about the future of

bees and reforestation.
Direction from West Virginia

and Ashland: Take I-64 west to
exit 181 for U.S. 60. Turn right
and go west for 8.7 miles to the
old Carter County fairgrounds
on the right. There are two new
white buildings with blue roofs.
From Morehead: Take I-64

east to exit 172. Turn right, go
0.8 miles to U.S. 60, turn left and
go 2.5 miles to Fairground Drive.
Turn left at the two new white
buildings with blue roofs.

Let them
eat sweets... 

A
round my house recent-
ly, in observance of
Lent, my daughter gave
up any and all sweets. 

Cookie Monster Momma is in
misery. It wouldn’t be nice to eat
good stuff in her face, right?
Though ashamed to admit my se-

cret, in choco-
late withdrawal,
last week I
sneaked in the
hidden stash of
leftover Valen-
tine goodies,
scoffing up the
Whitman’s Sam-
pler treats she
didn’t eat.
Almost cer-

tainly, that’s
stealing candy
from a baby. Oh
well.

Thank goodness, Easter is com-
ing soon. In preparation, I know
the one place I would love to visit
— without my kid.
On March 31, from 10 a.m. to 2

p.m., Hope’s Place marks its 14th
annual Chocolate Extravaganza
at the Ashland Town Center. I re-
member the early days of this de-
lightful occasion when I served
on the Hope’s Place board of di-
rectors. 
Colorful Easter baskets accu-

mulate in the child sexual assault
advocacy center, preparing for
caring locals to bid on the treats
— special, solicitous, sensitive
gifts the Easter Bunny totes with
love, hopping down the Bunny
Trail to visit kids and grandkids
this nearing holiday.
Kindhearted businesses, organ-

izations, groups and individuals
bestow bundles of springtime
fun: toys, knickknacks and cool
stuff adults love, lovingly packed
into themed baskets.
Basket sales are divided into

two categories — cash and carry,
and silent auction, with baskets
valued at $150 or more sold at
auction. Bins of Easter joy, val-
ued at less than $150, are sold
first-come, first-serve at Choco-
late Extravaganza. There are no
markdowns until the end of ben-
efit at — if  there are any baskets
left for the taking. 
There are creative, unique and

entertaining baskets for all ages,
including us grownups, with a
range of price tags. There’s al-
ways lots of Big Blue, UK-focused
items. 
You didn’t hear it from me, but

rumor has it an exceptional
donor offered up a Wildcats-
themed basket this year, contain-
ing a basketball autographed by
the roster of this season’s maybe
(fingers crossed) national cham-
pions.
Reason enough to attend and

bid, right?
There’s foundation for the

purely melodious (to my ears)
name — Chocolate Extravagan-
za.
Bakeries, civic organizations

and restaurants set up in the
shopping mall, doling out “tastes
of chocolate,” with over 800 bite-
sized chunks of chocolate good-
ness offered to guests. Many are
specialty candy delicacies, trade-
mark, and yummy fare for local
chocolate vendors and pastry
chefs.
Participants purchase one

scrumptious taste for 50 cents,
but the hungrier — like me —
swim in chocolate, with 10 tastes
for five bucks, enabling you to en-
joy loads of the vendors’ mouth-
watering wares.
Never fear, for sweetness over-

load, Hope’s Place has to-go boxes
to enjoy desserts later at home —
as you celebrate winning that
aforementioned UK basketball
basket.
It’s important to remember to

come out and support the Hope’s
Place event. The children’s advo-
cacy center provides free services
to child victims of sexual abuse.
Reality is, child sexual abuse is a
dire problem in our communities.
This is one of their two major an-
nual fundraisers allowing Hope’s
Place to keep services free of
charge and available to area chil-
dren. 
Last year Hope’s Place served

almost 300 alleged child victims

Retiring with dignity

TAMMIE
HETZER-
WOMACK
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Boy Scout troops put
Old Glory to rest
Adhering to the policy of  re-

spectful treatment of  the na-
tion’s symbol, the Carter Coun-
ty Boy Scouts of  America did
their duty as citizens with a flag
retiring ceremony on Saturday
in Olive Hill. 
Boy Scout Troops 171 of

Carter City and Troop 160 of
Grayson, Weebelos and Cub
Pack 168 of  Olive Hill, along
with American Legion Post 138
of Olive Hill, retired with digni-
ty and ceremony flags no longer
fit for use. 
The flag code states: “When a

flag is no longer a fitting em-
blem of display, it should not be

cast aside .... or used in any way
that might be viewed as disre-
spectful of the National colors....
but destroyed in a dignified way
by burning in a ceremonial and
respectful way.” Flags have been
brought from all over the coun-
ty, from the American Legion,
Carter Caves State Resort Park
as well as others, to be disposed
of in the rightful manner. 
Over an open fire, flags were

unfolded and put in the fire,
stripes first, holding respect for
the union of  stars for last, one
by one, and the ashes were dis-
posed of  properly after the last
one.
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TOP: Boy Scouts from troops 171 of Carter City and 160 of Grayson pray
in formation after a flag retiring ceremony. BOTTOM: The flag gets a cer-
emonial salute before being retired in the fire.

Former area
resident honored
in North Carolina

Heart of a volunteer

By MARK MAYNARD
The Independent

Mary Beth Brackman was just
doing what came naturally, she
said.
Brackman

was presented
with the
TransTech
Pharma Volun-
teer of  the Year
award for her
work on several
chamber com-
mittees and in
the High Point, N.C., community.
Brackman, who graduated

from Raceland-Worthington
High School in 1996, said volun-
teering was something that was
second nature in her family.
“I guess it comes from wanting

to give back to the community,”
she said. “Growing up in Ash-
land, I was blessed with such
wonderful leadership from my
family.”
Brackman and her husband,

Steve, moved to High Point in
2006, she said. The family has
grown since then with 2-year-old
Max and the adoption of  daugh-
ter Madison, who is 8.
Brackman serves on the steer-

ing committee of the High Point
Chamber of  Commerce, chairs
the Woman’s Luncheon Award, is

involved with the High Point
Boys and Girls Club Salvation
Army and mentors teenagers in
foster care. She also has a full-
time job with the Bank of North
Carolina. Her husband works for
Edward Jones.
“I guess being an outgoing per-

son you have to jump right in,”
she said. “Going to your local
chamber is a good way to get a
start and get established in a
community. Most chambers have
leadership development pro-
grams.”
Brackman went through High

Point’s development program
and took off  once she was a
chamber member.
“United Way and volunteering

is close to my heart because it
serves so many people,” she said.
“We’ve been a recepient of  its
services. We’re just so blessed.”
Brackman said her aunts, the

late Linda Thomas and Elveda
Womack, were great role models
along with her grandmothers.
“Really, honestly, my whole

family is that way,” she said. “It’s
something instilled in us.”
Brackman said she misses the

small town and looks forward to
visits here especially around
Christmas.
“You take it for granted until

BRACKMAN

See VOLUNTEER / Page A7

Women charged
with felony theft

By KENNETH HART
The Independent

ASHLANDThe following infor-
mation was taken from Ash-
land Police Department re-
ports:

Shoplifting
‰Police on Thursday arrest-

ed two West Virginia women
for allegedly attempting to
steal merchandise from Belk
valued at more than $2,600.
Angiline Hall, 36, of  Hunt-

ington, and Diane K. Justice,
57, of  Huntington, both were
charged with felony theft.
The two allegedly tried to

make off  with items from
Belk valued at $2,631.46, ac-
cording to the APD. The type
of merchandise was not spec-
ified.
‰A 26-year-old Russell

man was arrested Wednesday
at J.C. Penney after he al-
legedly tried to steal mer-
chandise valued at $105. Po-
lice also served the suspect
with outstanding warrants
charging him with theft and
fourth-degree assault.
‰A 33-year-old Westwood

man was arrested Thursday
at Walmart for allegedly try-
ing to steal items valued at
$64.84.

Child endangerment
‰Police were summoned to

an incident about 8:45 p.m.
Tuesday in the 2000 block of
Gibbs Court in which a
woman allegedly started a
fight
with an-
other
woman
while
the first
woman
was
holding
her 1-
year-old
daugh-
ter. The baby was reportedly
struck during the altercation,
the APD said.
A case was opened, but nei-

ther woman had been arrested
as of Friday.

Intoxication
‰The APD received a re-

port Tuesday night of  a high-
ly intoxicated man causing a
disturbance in the King’s
Daughters Medical Center
emergency room.
An officer responded, but

there was no indication of an
arrest being made.

KENNETH HART can be reached at
khart@dailyindependent.com or (606)
326-2654.

2 attempted to steal items
valued at $2,630 from Belk


