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Thanks for support 
of BBBS event

Dear Editor,
I would like to say thanks to

every customer who sponsored
me for the Big Brothers Big Sisters
bowling. Also thank you to Wal-
mart associates, Dr. Ellis and Dr.
Hendrickson and their associates,
Shoney’s restaurant, and to all my
friends and family.

Together we raised enough
money to sponsor five children.
at is really awesome. Just think,
we could help one child out, but
instead there was enough money,
$5,280, for five children. ank
you so much and God bless you
all.

Betty Worthington
Danville

Appreciates donations 
for tornado victims

Dear Editor,
Helton, Erwin and Associates

would like to take a moment and
give thanks to our community for
the donations we received on
March 10 for the tornado victims
in West Liberty. We were able to fill
one of the PODS with clothing,
water, toothbrushes, toothpaste,
canned goods, diapers, diaper
wipes blankets and pillows.

We give special thanks to Dr.
Webster’s office, Dr. Susan
Couzens’ office, and Beto and
Bogardus’ office for donating
boxes of toothpaste and tooth-
brushes; Dr. Warren Nash; Rob
Longwill; Bob Allen for loaning a
truck; and Woodstock Farms for
loaning a trailer that we are still in
the process of filling for a return
trip. 

We will continue to take items
until Saturday, March 31, and will
send another truck then. 

We greatly appreciate every-
one’s donations, which proves
once again, Danville is a very car-
ing and giving community.

Michele Gross, on behalf of
Helton, Erwin and Associates

Crossing the street
is hazardous

Dear Editor,
I think it is wonderful the way

Danville officials hope to get fund-
ing for new lighting and
streetscape work on Main Street. 

What I do not think wonderful
is that yet another pedestrian has
been injured in the crosswalk
while crossing the street. How
many people does that make who
have been hit in this same man-
ner? is has been going on for
years. I know there is something
that can be done about this before
someone gets killed. 

What I can't understand is why
this problem is being taken so
lightly. Personally, I am afraid to
cross the street since I don’t relish
being killed or maimed. With all
the intelligent people in this town,
can no one find a solution to this?
I am getting weary of writing each
time someone is hit and even wea-
rier that no action is taken.

Listen up, Danvillians. e next
person hit could be you!

Norma Buchanan

VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

Send your letters:
Letters to the editor may be

mailed to The Advocate-Messenger,
330 South Fourth Street, Danville, KY,
40422, faxed to (859) 236-9566, or
sent by email to
letters@amnews.com and should be
kept to a maximum of 350 words.

Letters must include the name, ad-
dress and telephone number of the
author for verification purposes. Only
the name and town will be published.

The Advocate reserves the right to
edit for length or content.

State failing to make children its top priority
By WILLIAM K. SMITHWICK

Guest columnist

Nelson Mandela, former
president of South
Africa said, "ere can

be no keener revelation of a soci-
ety's soul than the way in which it
treats its children." On Feb. 16,
the Kentucky House of Represen-
tatives’ Health and Welfare com-
mittee unanimously passed HB
364. ey did the right thing shin-
ing legislative light on the issue of
cruelty to children, our children,
the abused and forgotten kids in
our child welfare system. HB364
then naturally went to the House
Appropriations and Revenue
Committee where it died, just like
too many of Kentucky‘s at-risk
kids. e cause of death? “ere is
no money!” No money for these
kids? e legislative lights went
out.

e heartbeat of HB364 was to
address Kentucky’s broken child
welfare system, part of which was
to enforce existing laws related to
children who are wards of the
state and receive care through
private providers across the Com-
monwealth. e only money
needed was regarding KRS
199.641 and 922 KAR 1:360,
which require the Cabinet for
Health and Family Services to re-

imburse private child-caring
agencies their “allowable” costs to
care for the children whom the
state is legally and financially re-
sponsible to serve. Non-profit,
private child-caring agencies,
care for half of the state’s kids
who cannot live at home or with a
relative. At best, the Cabinet cur-
rently reimburses non-profit, pri-
vate agencies 80 percent of the
“allowable costs” for intensive
residential treatment; agencies
have to raise the remainder to
care for state-agency children.
Where does that remainder come
from? e taxpayers pick up the
slack through donations and
other support.

e law is ignored and has not
been followed for years. Mission-
driven, private agencies, through
the help of mission-driven tax-
payers, pick up “unpaid child
support” that state government,
even though ordered by law, re-
fuses to pay.

Ironically, Gov. Beshear’s
budget included additional funds
“to sustain the Child Support En-
forcement program at its current
level.” We agree that child support
enforcement is very important.
What would a judge say to a dad
who refuses to pay the full man-
dated child support for his kids
because he is spending at mini-

mum 20 percent on something
else? e governor’s budget had
millions of dollars allocated for a
plethora of other projects. Money
was not the problem. e prob-
lem is priorities. Our at-risk kids
are not high enough on the prior-
ity list as illustrated by the budget.

Yes, the governor did allocate
additional money to hire more
social workers but that doesn’t
solve the problem as to where
these abused, innocent, suffering
kids will go. Non-profit, private
providers, providing homes and
care to these children are break-
ing under the pressure of raising
more money to care for more kids
on tighter budgets. State taxpay-
ers are affected by the economy,
which results in their inability to
provide the necessary support
these non-profit, private
providers need to care for Ken-
tucky’s kids; innocent victims
who need a home.

e House Appropriations and
Revenue Committee told us there
is no money. Yes, there is money.
e commonwealth will spend
billions of dollars over the next
two years; at issue is how they will
spend it. e A&R committee has
the unenviable task of determin-
ing which causes and projects to
fund or not fund. Robbing prover-
bial Peter to pay Paul is a no-win

situation for legislators, but they
do it all the time, and they did it
again this year but not for “their
kids.”

Peruse through the amend-
ments to the budget bill the
House passed, and you will find
several examples what the com-
monwealth deems more impor-
tant than our children. Just a few
of the House amendments in-
clude: “increase General Fund
appropriations for the Common-
wealth's and county attorneys,”
“provide funds for the Local Agri-
cultural Fair Aid Program, the
Farms-to-Food Banks Program,
and animal shelters;” “increase
the General Fund appropriation
for the Commission on the Deaf
and Hard of Hearing and Ken-
tucky Educational Television,”
“increase the General Fund (To-
bacco) appropriation for Natural
Resources,” “provide funds for
local conservation districts,
forestry tree nurseries,” “increase
the General Fund appropriation
for county costs,” “increase the re-
quired rate of reimbursement for
law enforcement officers serving
Circuit or District Court,” “provide
funds for the Washington, D.C.
Internship Program, Adult Educa-
tion, Contract Spaces Program,
veterinary medicine slots, and
optometry slots,” and the list goes

on and on. 
All of these are worthwhile and

important, and I am certain the
House can justify each one. e
question is how can we fund KET,
forestry tree services, county
costs, animal shelters, etc. and
not find money to care for our
victimized children?

If private agencies go out of
business, and some will, the state
still must fund child welfare; they
will just pay more. Why will we
not make “the least among us”
the “first among us” and non-
profit, private agencies caring for
them valued partners? I am con-
vinced if the public really knew
the plight of these kids they
would demand the executive and
legislative branches of our gov-
ernment put caring for them
above animals, trees and televi-
sion.

Is former president Mandela
right? You make the call, and then
call the House and Senate leader-
ship and tell them what you
think.

William K. Smithwick is the chief
executive officer of Sunrise Children’s
Services, a licensed home for children
who have been abused or neglected. The
non-profit organization is a ministry part-
ner of the Kentucky Baptist Convention
and maintains a facility in Danville. 

Kiss my
gritsies,
please 
WASHINGTON —

Having lived in
South Carolina for

most of the past 25
years, I’ve often
averred that the
state Chamber of
Commerce keeps a
stable of “red-
necks” to release
when the national
media come to
town. 

You know the ones — the
folks who drive trucks, hunt
deer (and even varmints if
they’re in the mood for a little
chicken fried squirrel) and, yes,
put cheese in their grits. e lat-
ter is hardly a redneck pursuit
these days, however, as grits
have become the side dish du
jour in the swankiest restau-
rants. 

Mainly, the locals captured
on camera are often unsophisti-
cated, probably undereducated,
and unaccustomed to editing
their thoughts for public con-
sumption. e accent common
to many folks in the region — or
as outsiders prefer, “them thar
parts” — long ago has been
identified by the motion picture
industry as belonging to less-in-
telligent humans. Rare excep-
tions — the brilliant country
lawyer who merely pretends to
be dumber’n a box of rocks —
prove the rule. 

us, when members of the
national media come to town
every four years, they’re on the
lookout for the stereotype
they’ve memorized from afar.
And, in a quirky gesture of re-
verse public relations, the
Chamber obliges. Or so I’ve al-
ways figured, given that I know
few people who actually talk
that way. 

It isn’t inconceivable that
these characters play up their
role just a bit for the cameras.
What else would one expect,
anyway, when the candidates
themselves fall into a weird sort
of “Southern Tourette’s,” deliver-
ing inanities apparently gleaned
from the visitor’s guide to “red-
neck” tropes? 

“Mornin’, y’all,” said Mitt
Romney recently to a Missis-
sippi crowd. He started his day
off right, he said, with “a biscuit
and some cheesy grits.” at
would be cheese grits, but never
mind. Would Romney greet an
audience at a Jewish Commu-
nity Center with: “Oy vey, did I
ever enjoy my loxies and bagels
this morning!”? Or African-
Americans with: “Yo, dawg, was-
sup?” 

Actually, yes, he might. For-
ever tattooed in the memory is
the image of Romney approach-
ing an African-American baby at
a 2008 Martin Luther King Jr.
Day parade. Pointing to the
baby’s necklace, he said:
“What’s happening? You got
some bling-bling here!” 

Yo. 
Which means “I” in Spanish,

so why not go there, too?
“Buenos dias, amigos. Love me
some tacos and salsies.”   

Romney isn’t the only guilty
party, just the most recent. Even
Barack Obama loses his last syl-
lable south of the Mason-Dixon.
For Romney, however, the more
he tries to get down with the
people, the more he highlights
the perception that he can’t.

Why try? Why not be yourself?
How many times do I have to
say this? 

Southerners, some of whom
have actually ventured beyond
their state’s borders, understand
that biscuits and grits are local
fare and that northern politi-
cians probably haven’t enjoyed
much of that. ey understand
that a city boy probably hasn’t
had much experience in deer
stands and duck blinds. ey get
that you have a different elocu-
tion, so why try to imitate theirs?
Would Romney speak English
with a Latino accent to win over
a crowd in Little Havana? 

No, because that would be
racist — or something. Which
raises the question: Why is it
perfectly acceptable to mock
white Southerners? If it’s be-
cause you think they’re igno-
rant, then when did it become
OK to mock the less lucky? Or to
ask only residents of the Deep
South questions you don’t ask
people in other regions? 

Bias isn’t only found in an-
swers, but in questions, as illus-
trated by a recent poll by the
Democratic-affiliated Public
Policy Polling group out of
North Carolina. People in Ala-

bama and Mississippi were
asked about evolution, interra-
cial marriage, and whether Pres-
ident Obama is a Muslim. More
than half of Mississippians ap-
parently believe Obama is a
Muslim, and 45 percent of Al-
abamans do. 

ese headline-producing
findings are interesting and a lit-
tle disturbing, but are they
unique to the South? As
Michelle Cottle points out at e
Daily Beast, PPP didn’t ask these
questions in other states. 

e U.S. region that was in-
vaded and conquered doesn’t
have much use for condescend-
ing outsiders, but most have
warm hearts and will laugh at
your corny jokes. And they’ll
take your poll, though they may
or may not answer honestly, de-
pending on whether they’ve had
their biscuits and cheesy grits
that day. 

Which is to say: ere are lots
of ways to be smart and lots of
ways to be dumb, and it would
appear that the South does not
have a monopoly on the latter
category. 

Kathleen Parker’s email address is
kathleenparker@washpost.com. 

Kathleen Parker
Syndicated
Columnist


