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jking@amnews.com

The last lesson coach Johnny
Harmon is teaching the girls
on his middle school soft-

ball team is how to let go.
Harmon, 62, already had said

goodbye to the girls when he retired
from coaching at the end of last sea-
son. When he died in a tractor acci-
dent in January, the girls were given
an early lesson in loss. Dealing with
his absence is the first thing they
plan to do this season.

e Boyle County Middle School
Eagles plan to honor their former
coach night Friday night at the Salt
River Conference Pre-Season Tour-
nament at Millennium Park in
Danville.

Team booster Robyn Cook said
there will be a moment of silence in
Harmon’s honor before the first
game at 5:30 p.m., followed by the
girls releasing balloons.

Cook also will collect money all
evening for the Coach Johnny Har-
mon Fund, which also is accepting
donations at Bluegrass Community
Bank until April 2.

“What we’d like to do,” she said,
“and we’ve already cleared it with the
family and John Drake with Parks
and Rec, is to set up a gazebo just

outside the fence, where he would
have stood this year, as a memorial.”

In a town with a high bar for ath-
letes, Harmon consistently raised the
bar.

He graduated in 1967 from Boyle
County High School where he played
football, basketball and baseball.

In the years that followed, he kept
diamond dust on his feet as a mem-
ber of a championship fastpitch soft-
ball team and the Perryville fastpitch
team. e last seven years of his life,
he coached the middle school girls,

By MICHAEL BROIHIER

The Interior Journal

STANFORD — e Ken-
tucky Department of Educa-
tion delivered the results of
its survey of Lincoln County
school district and Lincoln
County High School leader-
ship Friday and posted the
results online. 

Delivered in separate re-
ports, both the district re-
port, at 93 pages, and the
83-page high school report
offer much in the way of
good news. 

e evaluation scales ran
from a score of 1 for “little or
no development and imple-
mentation” to 4 for “exem-
plary level of development
and implementation,” and
in most of the areas evalu-
ated, neither the district or
LCHS scored in the lowest
two categories. 

While the two groups that
generated the reports vis-
ited classrooms and talked
to students, teachers ad-
ministrators and parents,
their weeklong mission was
to evaluate the leadership

teams at the district and
high school level and the re-
sult is their report card. 

Superintendent Karen
Hatter said, “It was hard to
read, ‘e superintendent

has failed to ensure ...’ in the
report, but I'm open to this
report and we will embrace
this report.” 
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A lawsuit filed by a
Danville liquor store to halt
the sale of alcohol in Junc-
tion City has been dis-
missed.

Boyle Circuit Judge Dar-
ren Peckler issued an order
Monday granting Junction
City’s motion to dismiss the
complaint filed by Liquor
Mart and Junction City res-
ident Joseph Perry. 

The lawsuit alleged Junc-
tion City’s vote to allow al-
cohol sales was improper
because it did not have the
needed population of 3,000
to be declared a fourth-
class city.

Peckler determined the
state legislature acted
within its constitutional au-
thority in March 2011 when
it passed a law upgrading
Junction City from a fifth-

class city to a fourth-class
city, paving the way for a
local option election in Oc-
tober that resulted in a 198-
195 vote in favor of alcohol
sales.

The legislature is not
bound by law to reclassify
cities only on population
figures; it can also consider
such things as tax base,
form of government, geog-
raphy “or any other reason-
able basis,” Peckler said,
citing the statute.

“The legislature was act-
ing within their powers
under the Constitution,”
said Junction City Attorney
Bradley Guthrie. “Popula-
tion is not the only factor
under consideration; they
have a very wide berth to
look at any number of fac-
tors.”

Liquor Mart contended

Portrait of 
Centre grad 

added to exhibit
FRANKFORT (AP) — Portraits

of three Kentucky woman, in-
cluding Centre College gradu-
ate Crit Luallen, are being
added to an exhibit at the state
Capitol.
Luallen, Willa Beatrice

Brown and Joan Riehm were in-
ducted into the Kentucky
Women Remembered exhibit
on Tuesday. Gov. Steve Beshear
took part in a ceremony along
with the Kentucky Commission
on Women, which oversees the
exhibit.
Luallen worked for six Ken-

tucky governors and completed
her second term as Kentucky
state auditor earlier this year.
Brown and Riehm were

given the honor posthumously.
Beshear’s office says Brown, of
Barren County, was the first
African-American woman to be
licensed to fly in the U.S., and
Riehm was the first female
deputy mayor of Louisville. 

Lawsuit over 
Junction alcohol
sales dismissed
Judge rules legislature acted
properly in changing city’s class

Lincoln receives findings of school audit
“We'll do whatever it

takes. Everybody is ready
to move forward.”

Superintendent Karen Hatter

Principal will keep his job
By STEPHANIE MOJICA

smojica@amnews.com

STANFORD — e fact
that Lincoln County High
School Principal Tim
Godbey will keep his job
despite a Kentucky De-
partment of Education re-
port pointing out
deficiencies in the high
school speaks to the
quality of his leadership,

school Superintendent
Karen Hatter said today.

“It’s unusual for a prin-
cipal to still be deter-
mined capable by the
state in this situation,”
Hatter said. “It’s a very
strong endorsement for
the work he’s been doing
over the past four years.”

Hatter said she agrees

REMEMBERING

COACH
Boyle softball team plans memorial for Harmon

Joanna King/jking@amnews.com

At top, pitcher Summer Cook and the Boyle County Middle School Eagles softball team
practice for the upcoming pre-season tournament in which the girls will honor their former
coach, the late Johnny Harmon. Above, grieving the loss of their former coach, team members
take a moment Wednesday to remember Harmon.

Spencer Tatum, a
Mercer County
teacher and girls 
assistant basketball
coach, is the team
host for the No. 1
Kentucky Wildcats
during their stay at the
NCAA Tournament
South Region in
Louisville. His sons,
Seth, 13, right, and
Nathan, 11, are 
working as ball boys. 

Larry Vaught/
larry@amnews.com

By LARRY VAUGHT

larry@amnews.com

LOUISVILLE — Spencer Tatum is not
expecting any last-minute telephone
calls from Kentucky coach John Cali-
pari, but if the Wildcats need anything
during their stay at the NCAA Tourna-
ment South Region, he will be ready.

Tatum, a Mercer County teacher and
girls assistant basketball coach, is the
team host for the No. 1 Wildcats.

“Every school is assigned a host to
them with anything they need, but Ken-
tucky is used to this and does not need

Mercer teacher helping at NCAA tournament
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Pick 3: 3-7-7
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