
ana Jackson sat in the hallway of a local
nursing home, her white hair tucked
under a veil and her silky wedding gown
bunched into her wheelchair. Some peo-

ple wished her happy birthday; others
offered congratulations. 

Monday was more than Jackson’s 100th birthday – it
was also her wedding day. Jackson married 87-year-old
Bill Stauss at Rosewood Health Care Center, where they
both reside. The two moved into the same room after
their wedding. 

Photos by Alex Slitz/Daily News
Dana Jackson, 100, and Bill Stauss, 87, both residents of Rosewood Health Care Center, kiss shortly after being married Monday at Rosewood.
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REDISTRICTING

By ROGER ALFORD
The Associated Press

FRANKFORT — Kentucky’s
filing deadline to run for legislative
seats became a moving target again
when a judge didn’t immediately
rule Monday on a lawsuit chal-
lenging the constitutionality of
newly redrawn district boundaries.

Franklin County Circuit Judge
Phillip Shepherd said he expects
to enter a ruling in the case by
midweek. Shepherd has already
extended the filing deadline once,
and he said he might do it again.

“I will say that I am very mind-
ful of the fact that this decision is
one that is time sensitive,” Shep-

herd said at the conclusion of the
four-hour hearing Monday.

For more than a month, the
General Assembly has focused
almost entirely on the debate over
redrawing legislative and con-
gressional district boundaries.
Other issues have been stalled
while the courts work to decide

whether the legislative process
should be struck down and while
lawmakers continue to battle over
congressional lines.

“It’s held up the whole session,
obviously, and until it gets resolved
it’s going to be difficult for any-
thing to happen in this session,”
House Speaker Greg Stumbo said.

Redistricting occurs every 10
years to account for population
changes reported in the U.S. cen-

sus. The latest count found that
the state’s overall population grew
from 4 million to 4.3 million from
2000 to 2010, forcing new bound-
aries to be drawn so that each con-
gressman and legislator represents
an equal number of people.

House Republicans unhappy
with the outcome of the legislative
redistricting battle filed a lawsuit
in January challenging the consti-
tutionality of newly drawn bound-

aries, claiming they favor Democ-
rats. A Senate Democrat displaced
in the redistricting process joined
the lawsuit, which contends that
the new legislative districts could
have been better balanced by pop-
ulation and that they could have
been drawn in a way that would
have required fewer splits in
counties and precincts.

House speaker: Dispute has ‘held up the whole session’

See HOUSE, 6A

City races
attracting
large fields
Nine running for commissioner
By ANDREW ROBINSON
The Daily News
arobinson@bgdailynews.com/783-3242

Eighteen candidates vied for an appoint-
ment to the Bowling Green Board of Commis-
sioners a year ago. Then, in November, five
candidates ran for one commission seat in a
special election.

Now, nine commissioner candidates are on
the ballot for the May primary, and eight will
move on to compete for four seats in November.

The numbers raise a question: Why are peo-
ple apparently so interested in serving within
local government?

The answers vary among current candi-
dates. Some suggest it’s because they want to
serve the community, while others believe it’s
because candidates have an agenda.

“I’m glad there’s some interest in serving
the community,” Commissioner Bill Waltrip
said. “I hope they’re running to serve and they
want to make a difference. I think that’s the
way it ought to be. If people have a desire and
they think they can make a difference, they
probably have an obligation to run.”

Commissioner Brian “Slim” Nash is run-
ning for a fourth term on the City Commission.
He said people routinely ask him why he is
involved in city government, and “Why do you
want to be involved in that mess?”

BG native’s
songs assist
U.S. mission
His band performs in Kyrgyzstan
By BILLY HICKS
Special to the Daily News

Jeff Keith is a man on a mission – a special
mission given to him by the U.S. State Depart-
ment.

Keith, a Bowling Green native, is a member
of a bluegrass band called the Red State Ram-
blers, which was selected by the State Depart-
ment to take Appalachian music to Kyrgyzstan
and perform and record with members of Ten-
gir Too, a traditional Kyrgyz band.

The Lexington-based Red State Ramblers –
which also features Will Bacon on banjo,
Nikos Pappas on fiddle and Kevin Kehrberg
on bass – departed Jan. 26 and was expected to
spend two weeks in Kyrgyzstan, a central
Asian country on China’s western border.
Keith, now a professor of history at Warren
Wilson College in North Carolina who plays
guitar and mandolin for the band, knows that
being chosen for this task was a once-in-a-life-
time opportunity.

Centenarian celebrates birthday, wedding at Rosewood Health Care Center

Above: Dana Jackson throws her bouquet to the crowd after the ceremony. Left: Bill Stauss places
a wedding band on Jackson's finger.

By JENNA MINK of the DAILY NEWS
jmink@bgdailynews.com/783-3246
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