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Ballard County Receives Dividend Of

$5,381.05 from KY Association of Counties

Members of Ballard Memorial High School’s chapter of Future Farmers of America accept a
check for $2,500 from Monsanto Fund’s America’s Farmers Grow CommunitiesSM program. Local
farmer Allen Pace designated Ballard’s newly-formed FFA Alumni group as his charity of choice.
Shown from left are FFA members Ashley Blankenship, Peyton Cooper, Nathan Myers; Pace; John
Lawson, a territory sales manager for Asgrow DeKalb; FFA members Allie Wildharber and Kevyn
Cunningham, and FFA Adviser Darin Case. Under the company’s program, eligible farmers in
1,245 counties across 39 states could enter to win similar donations for local nonprofits of their
choice. Nearly 60,000 farmers across the country participated this year. One winning farmer was
selected in each eligible county, amounting to more than $3.1 million being invested back into
rural America. Lawson said the purpose of the program is to recognize the vital role that Amer-
ica’s farmers play and to help them grow their communities by supporting a local organization that
is important to them.     (BCS photo)

BMHS FFA Alumni Group Receives

D o n a t i o n  f ro m  M o n s a n t o ,  P a c e

Pictured with the KACO Divdend Check are left to right,   Mike Young (Peel & Holland), Steve
Cooper (Magistrate, Barlow), Leslie Story (Financial Officer, Ballard County ), Belinda Foster (Trea-
surer, Ballard County ), Dee Hazelwood (Magistrate, Wickliffe)

Frankfort, KY  - July 1st, 2012

-  Ballard County is receiving a

check for $5381.05 from the

Kentucky Association of Coun-

ties.

The check represents a divi-

dend payment to the county from

the KACo Workers Compensa-

tion Fund which provides work-

ers compensation coverage to

county governments and other

political subdivisions across

Kentucky.  KACo insures most

of Kentucky’s 120 counties

through the Workers Compensa-

tion Fund.

“The dividend is possible be-

cause county governments in

Kentucky are working together

through KACo to effectively

manage their insurance pro-

grams,” said Mark Miller, direc-

tor of insurance for KACo.  “By

working together fiscal courts

are able to lower premium pay-

ments and taxpayers money.”

KACo offers counties a variety

of financial and other services to

counties.  Its mission is to serve

all Kentucky counties by provid-

ing the highest quality programs

and services designed to save

counties money and advocating

legislation solutions of benefit to

local governments.   

KACo Executive Director

Denny Nunnelley complimented

the KACo Board of Directors,

KACo staff and the regional in-

surance agents.  “We have a ded-

icated team in place that works

hard with the counties to make

the insurance program work.

This dividend is no surprise and

illustrates how KACo will con-

tinue to serve Kentucky’s coun-

ties effectively in the years

ahead.”

Peel & Holland serves as

KACo’s regional agent in West

KY.  For more information, con-

tact Mike Young, Risk Advisor

of their public Entity Division at

866-522-6236 or myoung@peel-

holland.com.

BMHS FBLA Scores BIG at Regionals

One member of the Ballard

Memorial High School chapter

of Future Business Leaders of

America was elected to re-

gional office, one received a

scholarship, 12 earned top-three

awards, and their adviser was

recognized when they attended

the organization’s regional

competition at Murray State

University on March 5.

Shelbi Wiggins was elected

treasurer for 2012-13 for Re-

gion 1. Breezy Neeley was se-

lected for the Robert P. Mc-

Cann Scholarship. Jasmine

Goodman won first place in the

help desk competition.

Other winners were as fol-

lows: Second place, Ian Wilson

and Charley Phillippe for digi-

tal video production; Jesse

Rollins for health care adminis-

tration; Breanna Jones for intro-

duction to business

communication; third place,

Zack Chaykowsky and Mallie

Myers for business ethics;

Phillippe for economics; Nee-

ley, Kaylee Meyer and Natalie

Lawrence for bulletin board;

and Jessi Worley and Kristan

Woods for scrapbook. 

Teacher Janice Hays re-

ceived an Outstanding Adviser

award.

Members will attend the

state FBLA conference in

Louisville on April 23-25. 

This group of Ballard Memorial High School members of Future Business Leaders of America

attended regional competition on March 5 at Murray State University.

Twelve BMHS FBLA members were recognized for top-three finishes at regional competition.

(BMHS FBLA photos)

BMHS sophomore Shelbi

Wiggins was elected treas-

urer for Region 1 Treasurer

for 2012-2013. 

Paducah Business Has Been Awarded The

2012 Blue Ribbon Small Business of the Year

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The

United States Chamber of

Commerce announced today

that Paducah-based clean en-

ergy company, StarGaze En-

ergy, has been awarded the

2012 Blue Ribbon Small Busi-

ness of the Year. The company

was nominated by top

educational institutions and will

represent the Commonwealth of

Kentucky at the nation’s

capital in May. StarGaze was

the recipient of this prestigious

award in 2011, and has

made great strides in furthering

its position as a leader in the

emerging clean energy

industry.

“StarGaze Energy excelled in

business amid great uncertainty

and thrived despite

difficult economic times,” said

Thomas J. Donohue, U.S.

Chamber President and

CEO. “More important than

profits, their successes have

provided much-needed

jobs and hope to the people in

their communities. Today, the

Chamber celebrates

the positive impact made by

this company and is proud to

recognize them for their

outstanding achievements.”

Tyson Viniard of Paducah,

Kentucky serves as StarGaze

Energy’s President and CEO.

Viniard states, “It’s an absolute

honor to be chosen by the U.S.

Chamber of Commerce

for this award two years in a

row. We want to thank our com-

munity and supporters that

have helped us achieve this

level of national recognition.”

StarGaze Energy specializes in

clean energy products and serv-

ices that include solar,

wind, geothermal, and energy

management technologies. The

company has also

broadened its area base to Ne-

vada, and is currently negotiat-

ing expansion with five

states in the energy deregula-

tions market. Representatives

from StarGaze Energy will

be in Washington, DC at Amer-

ica’s Small Business Summit to

receive the Blue Ribbon

Award.

Propane Leak Results in Evacuation of

Residents in Gage Area on Monday
A leak in a propane tank re-

sulted in evacuation of four

nearby residents.  A propane

tank located a residence at 106

Gage Road containing approxi-

mately 500 gallons of propane

had a valve broken off allowing

the gas to escape.   Witnesses

report that the gauge was bro-

ken off at approximately 1:30

p.m., however, it wasn’t until

nearby residents began calling

Ballard County Dispatch that

emergency crews became

aware of the leak.   

Fire Departments from

Blandville, LaCenter, and Kevil

responded along with Ballard

County Rescue Squad, Ballard

County Ambulance Service and

Emergency Management re-

sponded.     UPG Gas was also

on scene assisting with the

problem. 

Firefighters used a spray of

water over the tank for about 2

1/2 hours to hold the leaking

fumes to the ground to prevent-

explosion and other hazards.

At about 11:00 p.m., the tank

ran dry and residents were al-

lowed to return to their homes.

To the Readers of the Ballard Weekly:
First an apology for no paper last week.  I was in West Liberty, Kentucky assisting

with tornado recovery efforts with the Emergency Management Incident Management
Team.  Six days in the Eastern Kentucky area witnessing the devastation and destruc-
tion their community suffered made me realize the blessing we have received here at
home.  The February 29th tornado that struck our county was disastrous, however,
no lives were lost as in West Liberty.  Once again, I am thankful to be home and

thankful for this county and the residents in it.

Anita Bugg


