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EDITORIAL

BOY SCOUT WEEK
A CURE FOR CHEATING?

President Kennedy's decision to ask Congress to

expand the federal-stat- e ADC program to include
childrenofjobless husbands is an action that should

find a warm welcome tliroughout EasternKcntucky.

The proposed change could go a long way toward

returning a large segment of Eastern Kentucky's

society to normally accepted patterns of life that
have been disappearing gradually as our people
become more and more dependent upon weird

distortions of the ADC program for their living.
Md to Dependent Children funds have been

up until now only to bastard children,
cliildren of divorced parents, orphans, children
who have been abandoned or deserted by their
parents. There has been no ADC money obtainable
for the ordinary wholesome family that happens

to be starving to death simply because their father

can't find a job.
We people in Letcher County and elsewhere

throughout Eastern Kentucky are ingenious. We

have been perfectly willing to cheat on the state
and federal governments in order to qualify for

ADC payments, often with the full knowledge of

various officials of the program. This increasingly
accepted program of cheating stands as a serious

threat to the central core that underlies all of
western Christian civilization - the idea of a

family and a home.
The long list of divorce cases recorded in our

coi rthouse, the great numbers of child desertion
Indictments returned by our grand juries and the
Hastardy births recorded by our health officers all
stand as testimonials to the broad scope of the
cheating and the prominent place it is beginning

to play in our way of life.
Wives frequently go to court to obtain child de-

sertion warrants and indictments against their hus-

bands who learned long ago that if they "desert"
their families their loved ones can thus be made

eligible for ADC funds. The husband may be rank-

ed as a child deserter in the process, but at least
Ills children get fed. And so this one pattern of
cheating has developed, resulting in formal child
desertion charges against hundreds and hundreds of
Eastern Kentucky husbands who "deserted" only
because by so doing they could feed their families.

Other families faced with the same urgent need

to qualify for ADC funds have solved the problem
through divorce and court decrees which more or

less absolve the husband of legal responsibility to

his children. Almost everyone in the county has

knowledge of couples who have gone through the
divorce routine for the sake of ADC payments but
have gone right ahead living together and pro-

ducing children even though the child so produced

may bear a bastard label.

100 YEARS AGO TODAY

Kentucky tried to avoid war
One hundred years ago this

week, Kentucklans were striving
to avert a threatened war between
the North and the South and were,
for the most part, hopeful that if
such a conflict did come, Ken-

tucky could remain neutral.
There were partisans who favored

joining the Southern Confede-

racy; other partisans as strongly
favored using armed force against
secessionist states, but neither
of these groups was truly repre-

sentative of the majority of Ken-

tucklans in February of 1861.

later events would force the
advocates of peace and neutrality
into one warring camp or the
ther, but that had not yet be-co.i- ie

apparent.
The legislature was meeting at

Irankfort, called into special
session by Gov. Berlah Magoffin

to consider the Commonwealth's
course. The governor was a

southern sympathizer, but he had

Other couples in the county follow a more simple
routine of cheating. They never bother to get
married in the first place and the cliildren pro-

duced by their union automatically are eligible
for ADC payments, assuming that die woman in-

volved is willing to swear she can't identify the

father. We have many households of this type
tliroughout the county.

It is no wonder that such patterns of human be-

havior have been developing in counties such as
this, where no more than one person out of 10 is
fully employed, earning an adequate income. It
is simple fact that from half to two-thir- ds of our
entire 30, 000 population is dependent In whole or
in part upon ADC, old age assistance of some
other form of public or private welfare payments
for day-to-d- ay living. The wonder, instead, Is

that so many families still cling to the traditional
ideas of home, family and parental responsibili-
ties.

The husband and father who has no money and
can't find a job is under strong pressure to desert
his family when he knows by the mere act of de-

sertion he may qualify his family for ADC pay-

ments and thereby feed them. The wonder Is not
that so many do desert, but that more do not.

With the steady and apparently ever-continui-

decline in Eastern Kentucky's economy, pressures
for cheating - the ADC, old age assistance,
social security und other programs become ever
greater. Cheating already Is an accepted way of
life among certain of our citizens and tlireatens
to become the universal standard.

Because of the various aspects we have mention-

ed, we believe that the entire welfare program as

it is now administered, with its sometimes harsh,

often silly rules and regulations, stands as a major
threat to the American pattern of life. Indeed,
there are days when we wonder if the decline in

morality evident here - the cheating - Is simply
an advance sample of what will happen elsewhere

in the country when and if other sections become
equally dependent upon welfare programs.

Broadening the ADC program so that cliildren of
a normal, healthy, married, jobless American
husband can be made eligible for benefits should
go a long way to remove the temptation to cheat,
and should result in a sharp decline in our level of
divorces, desertion and bastardy. This simple
change could go a long way toward returning Last-e- m

Kentucky to accepted norms of social be-

havior. President Kennedy's proposal could well
be the means not only of saving additional children
from hardship. It could well be the means of
wiping out a form of dry rot that tlireatens not only
the present, but future generations of Eastern

Kentucklans.

the typical Kentuckian's affect-
ion for the Union which his fore-

fathers had fought to establish.
He hoped for a compromise that
would preserve the peace. In his
message to the legislature, he
suggested calung a convention of
border slave states, plus Tennes-

see and North Carolina, to de-

vise ways and means of saving
the Union.

The legislature, In which De-

mocrats held majorities in both
houses, struck a sympathetic cord
throughout the state when it "di-

rected the sergeant-at-arm- s to
hoist the American flag over the
Capitol during the present ses-

sion." The legislators agreed
with Magoffin on Kentucky's
"disapprobation" of "employ-
ment of force in any form against
the seceding states."

Virginia had called a Peace
Conference at Washington, vu ch
was in session 100 years this

week. The Kentucky legislature
had named six delegates to that
meeting; James B. Clay, Lex-

ington, a son of Henry Clay;
William O. Butler, Carrollton;
Josliua F. Bell, Danville; Charles
A Wickliffe, Bardstown; Charles

S. Morehead and James Guthrie,
both of Louisville.

Kentucky's two U.S. senators,
John J. Crittendon and Lazarus
W. Powell, were both working

earnestly at Washington for a

peaceful solution f the crises.
Since Henry Clay's death In 1852,
Crittendon had assumed Clay's
old role of compromiser and con-

ciliator. But the temper of the
times was against his; his su-

preme effort, the Crittendon
Compromise, had been rejected
in Congress.

Thus Kentucky, by all means

at its disposal, was exerting in-

fluence on the side of peace,
while sign of impending war

vw more ominous day by day.

Feb. 7--13
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An early warning
At the congress of Baku in 1920, attended by delegates from all

overtheworld, GrigoriZInoviev, oneofLenin's closest associates,
stated, "The real revolution will blaze up only when 800 million
people who live in Asia unite with us, when the African continent
unites, when we see hundreds of millions of people ate in move-

ment. Now we must kindle a real holy war against the Britisli and
the French capitalists. We must say that the hour has struck when
the workers ofthewliole world are able to arouse tens and hundreds '
of millions of peasants to create a Red Army in the East."

In the Washington Evening Star

THE STORIES START

CAMPAIGN CHATTER
With the election less than four

montlis away, political stories
are getting to be almost as nu-

merous as political candidates.
Here are two we heard just late-

ly. The first concerns County
Clerk Charlie Wright, the second
a nameless candidate.

Charlie Wright was hunting
alone In a field on the Cumber-

land River at a frosty dawn.

Suddenly he heard tomeone call-

ing, "Hey, Charlie. Oh, Charlie.
'Ey, Charlie. C'mere, Charlie."
Brother Wright was alerted, look-

ed all around but could only see
one other critter In the field --- an

old horse. The calling voice
seemed to be coming exactly
from the horse.

The calling, In a normal, con-

versational tone of voice, kept
up. The old horse occassionally
raised tils head.

Finally the worried brother
Wright worked liis way toward
the horse to see if it were the
nag or some person calling him.
He came upon "one of those
Cumberland River Cornetts( Lilly)
calling his horse named Charlie. "

"I asked both the horse and
Cornett to vote for me."

Aaron Whitaker of Jeremiah,
who says he's not running for any

thing, wonders if any of the
myriad of candidates In Letcher

County will turn in an expense

account like the one mentioned
in the clipping he found:

The law requires candidates for

office to file a report of all ex-

penditures. A patriot In Missouri
ran for office and turned in the
following "absolutely truthful"

report of what It cost to get elect-
ed:

Lost 1349 hours of sleep think-

ing about the election.
Lost two front teeth and a lot of

hair in a personal encounter with
an opponent.

Donated one beef, four shoats
and five sheep to county barbe-

cue.
Gave away two pairs of suspen-

ders, four calico dresses, $5 cash
and 15 baby rattlers.

Kissed 126 babies.
Put up four stoves.
Walked 4076 miles.
Shook hands with 9, 508 people.
Bought five gallons of liquor for

friends.
Told 10,101 lies and talked

enough to make in print 1,000
volumes; attended 16 revivals
and was baptised four different
times by immersion and twicu
some other way.

Contributed $50 to foreign mis-

sions and made love to nine
widows, five grass, four sod.

Hugged 49 old maids.
Got dog-b- it 39 times and was

elected by 353 majority.
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