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El Padrino a strong
Florida Derby contender

NEW ORLEANS — In this city, where you come to let
your hair down, where the party rarely stops and Laissez
les bon temps rouler, “let the good times roll,” is the gold-
en rule, one man arrives under a world of pressure.

University of Kentucky men’s basket-
ball coach John Calipari seems his usual
confident self, the best salesman in the
room with a Cadillac basketball team ex-
pected to win a national championship
when the Final Four begins with a match-
up against the archrival University of
Louisville tomorrow night in the Mer-
cedes Benz Superdome.

“I sleep like a baby,” Calipari says.
But here are the facts of Calipari’s situ-

ation.
He isn’t just in pursuit of a national

championship, one which, by the way, if he doesn’t win,
will set off a cacophony of questions over whether he ever
will win one after coming close in the past three seasons
— losing a lead late with Memphis in 2009, missing with a
team that had five NBA draft picks in 2010 and falling in
the Final Four last season.

Despite denial, Calipari is in
absolute must-win situation

See CRAWFORD, Page A9
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Southern Indiana: Scattered showers
today. Partly sunny tomorrow.
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MARCH MADNESS
NCAA MEN’S BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

NEW ORLEANS — By now, Rick Pitino was supposed to
be steamrolled, dismissed from relevance in the NCAA
Tournament, cleared to schedule a tee time in Miami on
Final Four weekend.

Remember? The game had passed Pi-
tino by. He overworked his players. Of-
fense had become a mystery. No way he’s
in the Superdome two days before the Fi-
nal Four cracking jokes with national
media members for 20 minutes as if he’s
auditioning for David Letterman.

A few weeks ago, it was University of
Louisville fans who were howling. I won’t
reprise the toxic obituaries some Univer-
sity of Kentucky fans were spreading
while celebrating Pitino’s demise.

That’s not the story line surrounding
Pitino this weekend. He has reminded everybody why
his name is on the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of
Fame ballot.

Pitino has positioned himself to pursue one of his
greatest victories while Kentucky and its coach, John

Pitino guides Cardinals on
stunning path to showdown

See BOZICH, Page A2

Rick
Bozich

CLASH
OF THE
TITANS FRANKFORT, Ky. — The House and Senate plan to

vote today on a lean, $19.3 billion state budget that in-
cludes cuts for many agencies but doesn’t dramatically
change the plan Gov. Steve Beshear proposed in Janu-
ary.

Agreement between House and Senate negotiators
early Thursday means lawmakers will wrap up the
business of the 2012 legislative session without the
schedule extensions or special sessions required in re-
cent years to reach a budget accord.

“I think that this was the most productive and cor-
dial conference committee activity that I’ve ever
seen,” Senate President David Williams, R-Burkes-
ville, said just before 3 a.m. Thursday after a final bud-
get agreement was reached. “That doesn’t mean it
wasn’t spirited at times.”

The budget is state government’s spending plan for

Budget
deal gets
vote today
Lean plan would cut funding
for universities, many agencies
By Tom Loftus
tloftus@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See BUDGET, Page A6

BUDGET DEAL AT A GLANCE
» Provides no raises for state workers or
teachers.

» Cuts funding for many state agencies
by 8.4 percent in 2012-13, then keeps
them at that reduced level for 2013-14.

» Cuts funding for universities by 6.4
percent.

» Base funding for schools kept at cur-
rent-year levels through each of the next
two years — meaning that state support
per pupil will be cut.

» Requires the Beshear administration to
make additional unspecified spending
cuts in the next two years — $40 million
in such cuts each year.

» Eliminates some debt the governor
proposed, including over $400 million in
bonds for projects universities wanted to
finance with their own revenues, and

$25 million in state-financed bonds for renovation of
university buildings.

» Suspends state retirees’ 1.5 percent
cost-of-living benefit increase.

» Provides nearly $21 million more over
two years to hire more social workers.
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vs.Kentucky
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MORE INSIDE
» U of L freshman Chane Behanan lets his actions on the
court do the talking for him now. C1
» The UK players are a special breed of Cat, possessing a
powerful sense of unity. C1

ONLINE EXTRAS
Get these and more at www.courier-journal.com/finalfour
» Notes from New Orleans with Jason Riley and Toni Konz.
» Rick Bozich, Eric Crawford, Kyle Tucker and C.L. Brown
blogs, stories and columns.
Plus, join the conversations on the C-J Sports' Facebook page
at www.facebook.com/courierjournalsports
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