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The

RELIVERELIVE Advocate Communications Proudly Presents Our Exclusive 
Book On The Kentucky Championship Season!Book On The Kentucky Championship Season!

Order online at triumphbooks.comOrder online at triumphbooks.com
Only $14.95 plus $6 shipping and handling. Add $1 S&H for each additional book.
Or call 1-800-888-4741 between 10 am and 6:00 pm.

KENTUCKY’SKENTUCKY’S 
DOMINATINGDOMINATING

SEASONSEASON

This commemorative full-color glossy book features 128 pages packed with powerful
photos and captivating coverage of key regular-season and postseason games.

ONLYONLY 
$$1414.95.95

plus $6 shipping and handling

NATIONAL NEWS: DIVORCE EXPO A COUNTERPOINT TO WEDDING INDUSTRY — STORY ON A7

NBA-bound?
SPORTS  I  B1

‘Mirror Mirror’
NEXT 72 HOURS  I  A5

Rumors persist, but
Coach John Calipari 
says he’s happy at UK

New twist on classic fairytale 
barely hits the mark

Armed prisoner 
escapes from hospital

LA GRANGE (AP) — Police are
searching for a prison inmate
who escaped from a hospital with
a gun after overpowering a guard.
Detective Scott Wolf of La

Grange Police told The Courier-
Journal  that 32-year-old
Christopher Eric Claxton was
being treated at Baptist Hospital
Northeast in La Grange on
Wednesday when he overpow-
ered a female guard, took a gun
and fled.
Dispatchers said Claxton was

serving time on burglary and false
imprisonment charges. He was
believed to be wearing only white
boxer shorts and socks when he
escaped. Dispatchers said Claxton
is described as about 5-foot 10-
inches tall and 214 pounds. He is
from the Pulaski County area.
Police said people near the

hospital should stay inside, lock
doors and windows and report
any suspicious activity.
Wolf says Claxton is “consid-

ered armed and dangerous.”

CHRIS HAWLEY

Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — Sales of the nation’s
two most popular prescription painkillers
have exploded in new parts of the country, an
Associated Press analysis shows, worrying ex-
perts who say the push to relieve patients’ suf-
fering is spawning an addiction epidemic.

From New York’s Staten Island to Santa Fe,
N.M., Drug Enforcement Administration fig-
ures show dramatic rises between 2000 and
2010 in the distribution of oxycodone, the key
ingredient in OxyContin, Percocet and Perco-
dan. Some places saw sales increase sixteen-
fold.

Meanwhile, the distribution of hy-
drocodone, the key ingredient in Vicodin,

Painkiller sales soar around U.S., fuel addiction

AP Photo/Kentucky Legislative Research Commission

This photo provided by the Kentucky Legislative Research Commission
shows Kentucky lawmakers Terry Mill, Joey Pendleton, Keith Hall and
Richard Henderson discussing uses for industrial hemp during a meeting
of the House Agriculture and Small Business Committee on March 7. 

By DAVID BROCK

dbrock@amnews.com

A study that must take place before
a bridge replacement project on Her-
rington Lake can move forward has
been postponed, at least for a while.

Natasha Lacy, a spokeswoman for
the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet
District 7, said a geotechnical study
that would require closing Kennedy
Bridge for several weeks will not hap-
pen until winter. e bridge, where Ky.
152 crosses the lake on the Mercer and
Garrard County lines, was originally
scheduled to close on April 16.

At a public informational meeting
held Tuesday in Burgin, many in atten-
dance said they were worried about
increased time and cost of everyday
travel should the bridge be closed for
construction. However, Lacy said it
was the immediate concerns many
nearby business owners voiced that
led to pushing back drilling for the
study.

“ey have decided to do the
drilling in the winter months when it
is the off season and marinas and
other businesses won’t be disrupted,”
Lacy said.

Linda Barnes, one of the owners of

Chimney Rock Marina, attended the
meeting Tuesday and was happy to
hear the road leading to her business
won’t be closed just as she is preparing
to open for the spring and summer.
She said the closure could have meant
a big inconvenience for many cus-
tomers coming from Lexington.

“It is really good news,” Barnes said.
“Here we are opening on the 13th and
they were going to close the bridge on
the 16th.”

Lacy said the project is still expected
to move forward once the study can be

KENTUCKY LOTTERY

WEDNESDAY 
MIDDAY
Pick 3: 7-2-6
Pick 4: 4-4-0-0

EVENING
Pick 3: 2-5-6
Pick 4: 7-0-4-6

Cash Ball: 04-08-09-23
Cash Ball: 18, Kicker: 9-0-0-9-4
5 Card Cash: AD-6C-10D-6H-9H
Powerball: 01-24-33-45-49

Powerball: 6

Advocate file photo/Ben Kleppinger

A study that would have closed  the Kennedy Bridge for several weeks during the spring and summer months has been postponed until
winter after businesses in the area expressed concern about the economic impact.

Kennedy bridge study 
delayed until winter

Concerns of local business owners led to decision
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BRUCE SCHREINER

Associated Press

LEXINGTON (AP) —
Hemp isn’t legal in Kentucky
yet, but the eclectic mix of
people at a recent seminar in
Lexington was evidence that
support for the versatile plant
may be taking root.

One by one, elected offi-
cials stepped forward to pro-
mote the virtues of hemp
production, staking out a po-
sition that once might have
sown political trouble back
home. They were cheered by
liberals and libertarian-lean-
ing conservatives alike.

“We’ve come a long way,”
said state Sen. Joey Pendleton,
who has sponsored a string of
unsuccessful bills seeking to
reintroduce hemp in the Blue-
grass state. “The first year I
had this, it was lonely.”

Kentucky once was a lead-
ing producer of industrial
hemp, a tall, leafy plant with a
multitude of uses that has
been outlawed for decades
because of its association with
marijuana. Those seeking to
legalize the plant argue that
the change would create a
new crop for farmers, replac-
ing a hemp supply now im-
ported from Canada and
other countries.

The plant can be used to
make paper, biofuels, cloth-
ing, lotions and other prod-

See BRIDGE, on A8

See PILLS, on A8

Lawmakers say
hemp support
growing in Ky.
State was once
leading producer
of industrial hemp

See HEMP, on A8


