
By Beth Myers
Citizen Editor

The razed area where 
the shelter used to stand 
at Indian Fort Theatre now 
resembles a ruin of an an-
cient temple, with concrete 
footers sticking up on the 
concrete slab, dividing it 
into what looks like rooms 
or mazes. There are two 
toilets resting along the 
periphery of the concrete, 
along with three sinks and 
assorted trash, the last 
remnants of the bathrooms 
that had fallen into great 
disrepair and have now 
been dismantled.

The stage up front, with 
the hills rising on either 
side, were the scene of two 
runs of the fi rst outdoor 
musical in Kentucky, “Wil-
derness Road,” but the 
stone audience seats and 
the stone walls are crum-
bling around it, victim to 
the decades that have come 

and gone since the outdoor 
theater had been well-used 
and well-loved. 

Barbara “Byrd” Power, 
who worked with the 
costumes on Wilderness 
Road back in the 1950s 
and 1970s, stated that the 
gradual decline of Indian 
Fort Theater was very 
painful for her husband, 
Paul Power, who has since 
passed away.  He was an 
actor in the fi rst Wilder-
ness Road run in the 1950s, 
and got the show back up 
and running in the 1970s.

“He would walk along 
the ridge,” Byrd said, “and 
look down on the theater 
and say, ‘this is the shame 
of Berea College’.”

Ron Deaver, a security 
and safety specialist for 
Berea College, watches 
over the property and lives 
right by the Pinnacles in a 
college-owned house. It’s 
been frustrating for him to 
try to prevent all the van-
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• Noon on Monday 

for news submissions, 
announcements,
calendar items,

letters to the editor.

• Noon on Tuesday 
for all advertising.

Neil Di Teresa refl ects on his 
life as an artist and the role 

of art in the community.
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Archival photos of the two 
runs of Wilderness Road
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Photo by Rustina Mullins
AmeriCorps members Kelsey Giauque and Kelly Asher prepare the 
Blower Door.
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By Christie Green
Citizen Reporter

Heating and cool-
ing bills can make a 
big dent in a household 
budget.  A home that is 
not adequately weather-
ized can be uncomfort-
ably cold in the winter 
months and can cost 
hundreds of dollars a 

month to heat.  
At the Home Energy 

Audit workshop on 
Saturday, Jan. 7, Sus-
tainable Berea’s Resil-
ient Household Project 
(RHP) off ered fi rsthand 
experience with fi nd-
ing and fi xing a home’s 
energy effi  ciency prob-

By Beth Myers
Citizen Editor

As Judge Executive Kent 
Clark looks to his State of 
the County report, he sees 
very little negative to re-
port on.  Finances are still 
solid and stable for Madi-
son County, county de-
partments are actively im-
proving their services and 
many long-term projects 
are moving forward.

“I really want to touch 
on what all the depart-
ments are doing,” Clark 
said, as he looked forward 
to his speech on Thursday, 
Jan. 12. “I want people to 
understand what everyone 
does.”

Both the county clerk’s 
offi  ce and the detention 
center have been updat-
ing their infrastructure and 
their technology, includ-
ing new camera systems, 
streamlining jobs and 
cross-training staff . The 

Madison County Animal 
Shelter is currently build-
ing a new place for their 
cats, and the EMS is now 
housed in a new building.

Clark will also spend 
some time during his State 
of the County address 
speaking of upcoming 
projects for the 2012 year. 
These include the fourth 
phase of the Barnes Mill 
Road, and the reconstruc-
tion of the road of High-
way 25 and White Hall. 
There will be two miles of 
paved walk and bike trails 
alongside the road. 

“Eventually we’ll have 
6.5 miles of blacktop for a 
walk and bike trail around 
White Hall Park,” Clark 
said.

At the Boonesborough 
Exit 95, the state will start 
bids on the 6-lane bridge 
over I75. Clark expects that 
to be started in the spring 
of 2013. The county will 
also be looking toward the 

widening of U.S. 25 as well 
as continuing to work for 
the funds for the second 
phase of the Berea Bypass.

Clark is still very inter-
ested in the partnership 
of the three governments, 
and looking forward to 
continuing to meet with 
the City of Richmond and 
the City of Berea.

“It’s been a successful 
chance to discuss things 
we’re all doing, and talk 
about ways we can work 
together,” Clark said, 
“even though nothing con-
crete has come out of it yet. 
But we’re defi nitely inter-
ested in continuing that.”

Other pieces of the Mad-
ison County picture that 
Clark will speak on in-
clude the demilitarization 
that continues at the de-
pot, with almost 50 percent 
completion. Funding has 
also been approved for this 
current year and the next.
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Shelter Razed at Crumbling Indian Fort Theater
And the Walls Came a Tumbling Down

Greening Berea

Madison Countyʼs State 
Still Looking Positive

SEE GREEN, PAGE A8

Beth Myers/The Citizen 
Above, the remnants of the shelter at Indian Fort Theater look like an ancient ruin. Berea College tore down the run-down 
shelter around Thanksgiving because of safety and liability issues. To the left, a woman walks her dogs at the Pinnacles 
on Tuesday, taking advantage of the di� erent trails o� ered; and the crumbling wall stands as a silent testimoney of the 
decline of the Indian Fort Theater over the last three decades.

dalism that has been tak-
ing place, as well as watch-
ing the inevitable decline 
that happens with a prop-
erty that is not continu-
ally maintained. People 
have pulled out the electric 
wires, kicked down doors 
and ruined the plumbing. 
Deaver stated that the con-

tinual theft of the copper 
seemed like the fi nal straw 
for the college, and they 
decided to tear down the 
shelter.

“The role of the place has 
been ambiguous,” Deaver 
said, “and no one has re-
ally developed a vision for 
it.”

Berea College owns In-
dian Fort Theater as well 
as the forest with the hik-
ing trails going up the area 
of Berea called the West 
and East Pinnacles. It was 
decided to take down the 
shelter at Indian Fort The-

By Beth Myers
Citizen Editor

The person who has probably spent 
the most time on the trails at Indian 
Fort Theater is not a person at all, but 
one of the canine persuasion. For any-
one from Berea who has spent any 
time at the Pinnacles and the hiking 
trails, the face of Tillie, a black and 
white border collie mix, is a familiar 
one.

 “She’s totally dedicated to Indian 
Fort hiking,” her owner, Ron Deaver, 
said. “There are so many diff erent 

people who she knows and know her. 
She lives with us, but she is very much 
her own dog. She gets up every morn-
ing and stretches and heads out to the 
parking lot to wait. She doesn’t hang 
out with us. At the day’s end she’ll 
come and be here at the house and lay 
in the living room with us, around the 
stove at night. Then the next morning 
she’s out again.”

Deaver, with his wife Bhana and 
daughter Virginia, live in the college-
owned house adjacent to the parking 
lot of Indian Fort Theater. It used to 

Tillie - Indian Fort Theater’s Hiking Guide
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