
PAGE  TEN Thursday, March 15, 2012

Couple didn’t make it to storm cellar
Woodsbend, Ky.—Two 

chairs, along with blankets and 
other supplies, were sitting in 
Wilmer and Emma Dean 
Cecil’s storm cellar— signs 
the elderly couple were prepar-
ing for bad weather.

But Brent Cecil, the couple’s 
son, said he figures the tornado 
must have roared over the hill 
too fast because his parents 
never made it to the storm cel-
lar on their Woodsbend prop-
erty.

Wilmer Cecil, 90, and Emma 
Dean Cecil, 87, died in the 
tornado. While a neighbor 
found Emma Dean Cecil with-
in a few hours of the storm 
hitting on March 2, it would 
take until the following Sunday 
for search teams to find Wilmer 
Cecil’s body, about a half-mile 

from his home.
Brent Cecil cried as he 

described rescue workers drap-
ing an American flag they’d 
found in the woods over his 
father’s body, honoring his ser-
vice in World War II.

“It meant a whole lot,” Brent 
Cecil said. “It was a great 
relief finding him. I can’t say 
enough about all the friends, 
family, volunteers and people I 
didn’t know” who have helped 
in the past week.

When Wilmer Cecil returned 
to West Liberty after the war, 
he attended Morehead State 
University and then worked in 
the family business, selling 
tractors and trucks. He eventu-
ally branched out to start his 
own dealership that eventually 
sold cars as well, Brent Cecil 

said.
Emma Dean Cecil went to 

Morehead State as well, learn-
ing shorthand and clerical 
skills that became the founda-
tion for a more-than-40-year 
career in the legal profession, 
including working for several 
judges in the circuit court.

Brent Cecil said his parents 
moved to Woodsbend in retire-
ment, living in a mobile home 
on the land where his mother 
had grown up. He said despite 
their age, they remained active 
and regularly worked in the 
yard.

Losing both his parents at 
once has been a shock, Brent 
Cecil said. He’d spoken to 
them about 4 p.m. on March 2 
but had not expected the storms 
to be so savage. “I just never 

thought anything like that 
could happen in that area or to 
my parents,” he said.

Brent Cecil said his parents 
skimped and saved their whole 
lives, rarely spending money 
on themselves and opting 
instead to help their children 
and grandchildren.

Because of that, Brent Cecil 
said, he knows his parents 
would have wanted to help 
their community as it struggles 
to recover from the storms. 
The family is setting up a fund 
at Citizens Bank in West 
Liberty to collect disaster relief 
funds in honor of the Cecils.

— Jessie Halladay, Courier 
Journal

Tornado killed 
four in Johnson, 
Lawrence

The March 2 tornado that left six people dead in Morgan 
County also killed six people in adjoining counties: two in 
Menifee to the west and two each in Lawrence and Johnson 
counties to the east.

Joyce Chaffin, 65, and Samantha Wood, 14, a band member 
at Lawrence County High, were crushed when their double 
wide trailer was picked up and slammed against a nearby hill 
on Little Blaine Creek.

In nearby Johnson County,  the lives of two young men were 
taken when the tornado struck and destroyed the home in 
which they had sought shelter on Middle Fork.

Tossed from the home and killed were Gregory Perry, 20, of 
Hager Hill, and Sean Shepherd, 16, of Prestonsburg. Another 
occupant of the home survived and was found by a neighbor, 
who helped dig him out of waist-deep debris.

A nickell’s worth of ideas
By W. Lynn Nickell

We have been dealt a severe 
blow by Mother Nature and it 
has left our town devastated. 
There were those that thought 
the town would never rebuild 
in 1862 when the courthouse 
and other buildings were 
burned; in 1911 when most of 
Main Street burned; in 1932 
when three buildings on Main 
burned; in 1970 when three 
buildings burned, and in 1991 
when numerous buildings and 
businesses burned, but we built 
back and now we will build 
back and look on this as a bad 
dream. West Liberty will build 
back because it always has.

Already, Judge Conley and 
Mayor Rupe have so many 
new ideas for the town and 
tons of professional help, and I 
might add, the availability of 
money. It seems every agency 
dealing with disasters wants to 
help.

I do have a proposal for our 
city and county fathers. It is 
difficult to find out where the 
final decisions will be made 
for the city. Any where, I 
would like to get my ‘nickel’s 

worth’ in for those that will-
make the final decisions on 
rebuilding.

As you can see by the photo, 
the Sebastian building on the 
left, above, built in 1925, the 
Cole-Cochran building, center, 
built in 1919, and the Gullett 
building, right, built in 1936, 
are the center of town. The 
Sebastian and Cole-Cochran 
building have beautiful facades 
of cut stone. If there is some 
way to save those, and they 
look as solid as they ever did, 
and build the town on each 
side of them we could retain 
some of the character of West 
Liberty. And then too, the old 
courthouse looks as solid as 
can be except for the loss of 
the clock tower. The clock 
tower was supported by 
I-beams from below ground to 
take the weight off the build-
ing, so it was free standing, so 
to speak. This was done in the 
1980s renovation.

The bell and parts to the 
clock, which is over 100 years 
old, have been saved and 
David Neal of Lincoln County, 
who has maintained the clock 

the past several years, has 
already called about the clock. 
Thanks to Judge Conley, the 
clock is stored in the county 
garage. The second floor of the 
courthouse is solid concrete. 
The building looks solid and it 
will be like the Phoenix, it will 
rise again.

I have gotten a lot of calls 
from people that grew up here 
and they are all concerned 
about the courthouse. Almost 
to a person they say, “Coming 
home wouldn’t be the same 
without seeing that old build-
ing.”

Regardless of the new build-
ings that will be built on Main 
Street, by saving the fronts of 
the two or three buildings and 
the old courthouse.  West 
Liberty will have the character 
it once had and we will still 
have our town, only much 
more beautiful than it was 
before.

God, I have an affinity for 
this town! That should be a sin 
to love a town like I do, but I 
don’t know of anyplace in the 
Bible t hat says you can’t love 
a town!

Route 504
By Pearl Sparks
(Printed Late)

On Monday, Feb. 27, I attended Sunday school and church, 
then came to Sandy Hook and ate at the Frosty Freeze.

We have a fellowship meal at church Wednesday March 7 
and UMW meets 8th of March at 6 p,m,

Reba and I visited with Romana Mae Cox at the nursing 
home last week. We had a good visit with her. We also ate at 
the Cracker Barrel. We also had a good visit with Isobel Stiner 
White in Morehead. Don’t forget to set time ahead one hour 
Sunday, March 11.

Hello to my cousin, Lorraine L. Knuth, Jack and Bonnie 
Evans, Donnie and Luz Crisp, Odell Kegley, Larry Dickerson, 
Betty Clair, Mabel Webb’s girls, Bill and Judy White, Pearl, 
and Mike Price, Dee Driscoll, Ray and Janis Hoag, Kay 
Crimm, and Audrey Pennington.

I visited by phone with Flo, Reba, Marsha, and Peggy.
The sun was pretty Saturday, but cold wind, so I watched 

Kentucky and Florida play basketball. Hated that Kentucky 
lost. 

I miss Marsha. She is visiting family in Indiana.
We had a birthday celebration for our pastor, Rev. Barton. 

Elizabeth and Shyann have been visiting, but they are back 
and visited by phone today with Reba.

Elliott County Woman’s Club met March 8 with the follow-
ing present: Elizabeth Logan, Pearl Sparks, Lorene Burton, 
Gayle Clevenger, Cloma Sturgill, Wanda Bang, and Debbie 
Stephens.

I had lunch today at the Senior Citizens.

The American Red Cross is 
focused on client casework 
today as damage assessment 
shows that over 2,000 homes 
sustained some level of dam-
age from the tornadoes that 
ravaged areas in Kentucky and 
Indiana.

MOBILE OUTREACH:
Red Cross caseworkers are 

canvassing neighborhoods 
affected by the recent torna-
does to help people who have 
ongoing disaster related or 
aggravated needs.    Along 
with providing Red Cross ser-
vices caseworkers are also 
directing clients to additional 
recovery resources in the com-

munity.  

TWO SERVICE 
DELIVERY CENTERS 

ARE OPEN:
Two Service Delivery 

Centers are open to assess 
ongoing needs of families and 
offer additional assistance and 
/ or referrals.  Service Delivery 
sites are:

Country Lake Retreat at 815 
Country Lake Road, 
Underwood, Indiana

Central Elementary School, 
3201 Hwy. 460 W., West 
Liberty Kentucky.

CALL CENTER OPEN 
AS RESOURCE FOR 

FAMILIES:
Anyone needing information 

on Red Cross tornado relief 
services is urged to call the 
Red Cross Call Center, a toll-
free number, at 1-800-696-
3873.  The call center is open 
daily from 8 a.m. – 8 p.m. and 
is a resource for families with 
questions about what types of 
services the Red Cross is pro-
viding and how to access them.

ONE SHELTER 
REMAINS OPEN AT:  

Assembly of Faith Church, 
5578 Hwy 519, West Liberty, 

KY  41472

Red Cross info

You can donate to the Red Cross and help with tornado 
relief efforts at: http://www.redcross.org/

FEDERAL 
DISASTER 

FUNDS
Residents and business 

owners in Johnson, Kenton, 
Laurel, Lawrence, Menifee, 

Morgan and Pendleton coun-
ties who suffered losses in 

last week’s storms can begin 
applying for federal assis-
tance. Register online at 

DisasterAssistance.gov or 
call 800-621-3362 (or 800-

462-7585 for the hearing and 
speech impaired). The num-
bers will operate from 7 a.m. 

to 10 p.m. every day until 
further notice.

Visit the Licking Valley 
Courier Facebook page for 

tornado news. 
www.facebook.com/
courierpublishing.

PROPERTY FOR SALE

Lawson Real Estate
PO Box 90, Main St.  •  Frenchburg, Ky. 40322

(606) 768-3583 or (606) 743-7344 www.philiplawson.com
“Serving the Area Since 1977’’

PHILIP R. LAWSON, BROKER & AUCTIONEER
ANTHONY HENRY,  Associate Broker (606) 794-0786
FRANKIE SPENCER, Sales Associate (606) 794-0931

• New Listing! Old Hwy 172, Vinyl 3 BR/2 bath home, new carpet & vinyl, 2 car ga-
rage, fenced yard, move-in ready!
• New Listing! Pelfrey Fork, Brick home, 3 BR/2 baths, immediate occupancy, 110 
ac+/- w/barns, fenced pasture.
• New Listing! Commercial lot, 2 ac+/- road frontage Highway 460 West.
• New Listing! 353 Wells Hill, This one is a must see, 3 BR/2.5 baths, finished walk-out 
basement, new CH/A, all city utilities. 
• New Listing! 69 Veterinarian Lane, Rustic wood siding home, 4 BR/2 baths, full 
finished walk-out basement, covered porch, 2 bay garage, lots of extras you will want to 
see.
• 138 Woodside Ln, Brick home, metal roof system, 3 BR/bath on nice lot, convenient 
locations.
• Meeting House BR, Rustic home on 38 acres +/- with large pond, run-in shed, fenced 
pasture, immediate occupancy.
• 4904 Hwy 3345, Four BR/3 bath vinyl home on level lot, 2 outbuildings.
• 1602 Phils Branch, Remodeled home on 1 1/2 acres, 3 BR/2 baths.
• 407 Newsome Road, like new vinyl home, one story ranch, front & rear porch with 
beautiful views on 2 acre +/- fenced with barn.
• 2122 Hwy 191, Brick 3 BR/2 bath home, new CH/A, covered patio area, nice lot with 
two outbuildings.
• 1078 Hwy 191, vinyl home offers 3 BR/2 baths, on 2 acres +/-.
• 1397 Kellacey Rd., country home on 11 acres +/- with barn.
• 86 Meeting House Rd., Ezel, 1 1/2 story home, immediate occupancy, covered front 
porch, detached garage.
• 3062 Jones Creek, Spacious home needs new family, approximately 3000 sf living 
area, 6 BR/5 baths, 3 car detached garage on 10 acres +/-.

Please check the website for more information www.phililplawson.com 
or call any of the phone numbers below and we will assist you.


