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Weigh in on this paper’s poll question at
www.kystandard.com:

Should hemp production be
legalized in the state?
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Stormy
weather
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ABOVE —By 5:35 p.m. Friday, a City of Bardstown crew was already out, cutting apart a water maple tree that fell dur-
ing the storms near the intersection of West Broadway and Fourth Street. A tornado warning expired at 5:20 p.m.
AT TOP — Donna Eaves took a photo of some luminous weather while she stood in the front yard of her Bloomfield
home Friday. The photo was taken as she looked toward Taylorsville. BELOW — Sun peeked through the clouds at
5:30 p.m., 10 minutes after a tornado warning for southern Nelson County was lifted Friday.
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Power outages and minor damage
came on the heels of a tornado warning
and heavy storms that passed through
Nelson County Friday afternoon.
Nelson County was under a tornado
watch until 9 p.m. Friday.

As a tornado warning expired at
5:20 p.m., emergency workers were
unable to discover any damage after a
reported tornado touchdown in the
Fairfield area.

However, as many as 4,500 people

lost power in Salt River Electric’s four-
county area during the storms.

According to Nicky Rapier, vice
president of Salt River in Bardstown,
2,195 customers in Nelson,
Washington, Spencer and Bullitt coun-
ties had no electricity at 6:17 p.m. But
by 10:15 p.m., power had been restored
to all but a few Nelson County cus-
tomers, he said.

Of those customers reported without
power, 1,953 were in or south of
Balltown. The loss of electricity was
attributed to a transmission outage in
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Power outages, minor damage
result of Friday’s storms

See STORMS, page A16
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Firefighters, EMTs and air-
port personnel watched the sky,
thick with clouds after a morn-
ing rain, as a Piper Aztec plane
circled the Bardstown-Nelson
County Airport Friday.

The pilot, John Howe,
Bardstown, had radioed airport
manager Paul Sutta around 10

a.m. Although Howe’s landing
gear had come down properly,
his equipment had indicated it
might not be locked in place.

“He’s got an unsafe landing
gear indication,” Air Board
Secretary-Treasurer Mike
Forsee said as he watched
Howe make another circle. In
case there really was a problem
with the locking mechanism,
Howe was likely trying to use

up some of the fuel he had on
board, Forsee said.  

Then the plane came in low
from the east, sweeping per-
haps only a dozen yards over
the runway. It rose back up,
made a 180-degree turn, and
began dropping in from the
west. Howe had gotten a green
light — an indicator perhaps
his landing gear was all right

Man lands plane safely after landing gear scare

See LANDING, page A9
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Airport manager
Paul Sutta and
Bardstown-Nelson
County Fire
Department First
Assistant Chief
Charles
Montgomery, along
with a number of
other firefighters
and Nelson County
EMS, breathed a
sigh of relief as
John Howe landed
his plane safely
Friday after a
scare.

New high school’s
athletic facilities
to be adjusted for
better views
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The cost of renovations to three Thomas Nelson
High School athletics facilities may be covered in large
part by the firm that designed them, Studio Kremer
Architects Inc. 

Sight lines from the bleachers at the baseball, softball
and soccer fields are partially blocked by dugouts or, in
the case of the soccer field, by the press box, Architect
Steven Ward reported to the Nelson County School
Board last month. 

The board discussed its options to repair the problem
at a work session at Bloomfield Middle School
Thursday. 

In the case of the baseball and softball fields, Ward
said designers went back to their notes to learn where
the problem occurred. 

“We had gotten the message pretty clearly that we
needed to give the same facilities at Thomas Nelson

NELSON COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD

With lawsuits settled, P&Z
considers new violations
ERIN L. MCCOY
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A few lawsuits were decided in favor of the Joint
City-County Planning Commission recently, commis-
sion Director Janet Johnston-Crowe said during the
group’s regular meeting Tuesday. However, the commis-
sion has discovered some new possible zoning viola-
tions. 

A lawsuit involving Frankie Hibbs has been decided
in favor of the planning commission. The case was ini-
tially filed in mid-2010.

“He poured a concrete driveway without a permit. He
then applied after the enforcement action was taken,”
Johnston-Crowe said. The property is in the Historic
District.

The Bardstown Historical Review Board denied
Hibbs’ application and ordered him to remove a center
strip from the driveway and plant grass there, she said.
The order would create two parallel concrete strips. The
section was supposed to be 2 to 3 feet, but instead,
Hibbs removed a 2-by-3-foot square, according to

See FIELDS, page A9

See P&Z, page A16

Ref’her’ee
Local woman finds her

niche along the sidelines
of high school 

basketball, volleyball
games as a referee.


