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FRANKFORT — Kentucky 
grocery stores are fighting a 
proposal in this year’s state 
legislature that would block 
their longtime goal of selling 
wine and liquor alongside 
other groceries.

Some stores are distribut-
ing fliers to customers, urging 
them to tell their lawmakers 

to oppose House Bill 310. A 
consortium of grocers also 
ran full-page ads during the 
weekend against the legisla-
tion in newspapers in Lexing-
ton, Louisville, Ashland and 
Owensboro. 

The f lurry of  act iv -
ity comes after the measure 
cleared the House Licensing 
and Occupations Committee 
on Thursday with only one 
“no” vote. It now awaits ac-
tion by the House.

Pushing the bill is a 
group formed late last year 
by  independent liquor stores 
called Fighting Alcohol 

LIQUOR, GROCERY STORES 
WAGING BOOZE BATTLES

LEGISLATION AIMS TO CONTINUE SEPARATION OF SALES

By Jack Brammer
jbrammer@herald-leader.com

The Kroger Wine & Spirits store at Lexington’s Hartland Shopping Center is separate from the Kroger grocery store. Liquor and grocery stores are 
waging a public relations battle over a legislative proposal that would prohibit wine and liquor sales in the actual grocery store.
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Kroger stores in Lexington are handing out 
fliers to their customers.

The science of cocktails: The 
Beam research facility in Kentucky 
aims to innovate. Page C5

WASHINGTON — With scant snowfall 
and barren ski slopes in parts of the Midwest 
and Northeast the past couple of years, some 
scientists have pointed to global warming as 
the culprit.

Then when a whopper of a blizzard smacked 
the Northeast with more than 2 feet of snow 
in some places this month, some of the same 
people again blamed global warming.

How can that be? It’s been a joke among 
skeptics, pointing to what seems to be a bra-
zen contradiction.

But the answer lies in atmospheric physics. A 
warmer atmosphere can hold, and dump, more 
moisture, snow experts say. And two soon-to-be-
published studies demonstrate how there can be 
more giant blizzards yet less snow overall each 
year. Projections are that that’s likely to continue 
with man-made global warming.

The paradox of 
warmer winters, 

huge snowstorms? 
Get used to it

By Seth Borenstein
Associated Press

A Fayette County judge 
will go to Frankfort on Tues-
day to tell state lawmakers 
they should overhaul Ken-
tucky’s “outdated” child-sup-
port guidelines.

Legislation, scheduled for 
a hearing before the House 
Judiciary Committee, is aimed 
at updating the guidelines, 
which reflect child-rearing 
costs in the 1980s.

Fayette Family Court Judge 
Lucinda Masterton said that 
when parents ask her what 
specific data the state uses 
for its child-support guide-
line tables, “I have to sheep-
ishly say, ‘They are based on 
data from 1987 about what 
it took to raise children.’ It 
makes the whole system look 
like we are outdated, that we 
are a dinosaur.”

Masterton, chair of the 
state Child Support Guide-
lines Review Commission, 
is a vocal proponent of two 
similar bills introduced this 

PAYMENTS BASED ON COSTS IN ’80S

Updates 
sought for 

setting child 
support

By Valarie Honeycutt Spears
vhoneycutt@herald-leader.com

Family Court 
Judge Lucinda 

Masterton 
said the state 

guidelines 
make “the 

whole system 
look like we are 

outdated.”

2013  
General  

Assembly

See SUPPORT, A2

See LIQUOR, A2

See SNOW, A2

The main message being drawn 
from the decision by the producers 
of Maker’s Mark bourbon to reverse 
track and undo plans to reduce its 
alcohol content is: Don’t mess with 
bourbon drinkers.

But behind the decision is an 
interesting lesson in how the over-
arching strategic needs of big global 

companies can lead to bad decisions 
for lovers of the products under their 
umbrellas.

One of the tricky things about 
making and selling good whiskey is 
that it takes time; Maker’s is a blend 
that is about 6 years old. Which 
means that the Maker’s Mark distill-
ery in Loretto and Beam Inc. were 
having to make decisions in 2007 
that determined how much Maker’s 

A SERIES OF FACTORS LED  
TO DISTILLERY’S DILEMMA

Maker’s Mark found 
itself in a tricky situation

By Neil Irwin
The Washington Post

ANALYSIS

Rob Samuels, left, and his father, Bill Samuels Jr., withdrew plans 
for a slight decrease in the alcohol content of Maker’s Mark.
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