
THE COURIER-JOURNAL | FRIDAY, MARCH 30, 2012 | M7WILDCATS POSTER | courier-journal.comKY

PH
O

TO
S

BY
M

IC
H

A
EL

CL
EV

EN
G

ER
/

TH
E

CO
U

RI
ER

-J
O

U
RN

A
L

Wiltjer is quite a luxury, a 6-foot-9 former
McDonald’s All American who hits nearly half his
3-point attempts — and is the second player off
the bench. Wiltjer’s move is to check into the
game, quickly spot up and let fly the first ball
that comes his way. He has made 17 of his last 27
three-point attempts.

“He’s as good a shooter as we have or I’ve ever
coached,” John Calipari said. “Teams have come
in and watched us, NBA teams, and they love
him.”

What’s not to love? Wiltjer is a skilled big man
who’s developing on the defensive end — he has
blocked five shots in 49 postseason minutes —
and might still be growing. His father is a 7-foot
former Canadian Olympic team member. “He
may grow to 7 feet,” Calipari said. “He’s going to
be good.”

HIGHLIGHTS
» Has hit 34 of 79 threes, a .430 percentage

that ranks 10th in UK single-season history among
players with a minimum of 75 attempts.

» During one seven-game stretch late in the
Southeastern Conference schedule, Wiltjer hit
10 of 15 from deep. In an NCAA Tournament
practice last week he sank 80 threes in a five-
minute drill, which Calipari said is the most ever
for one of his players.

» Has scored in double figures four times, in-
cluding twice in SEC play, with a career-high 24
against Loyola on Dec. 22 and 19 against Penn
State on Nov. 19.
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