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Talking Music video show at www.courier-journal.com/talkingmusic.

Perhaps the strangest thing
about the 1980 University of
Louisville basketball team — that
year’s national champs, in case
you’re wearing the blue goggles

— was that a
program largely
built with urban
and rural black
athletes adopted a
Kenny Loggins
song as its theme.

Loggins is, of
course, one of the
least black people
in modern history
(see: “House at
Pooh Corner”),
and “This Is It”

remains his only single to get
significant airplay on black ra-
dio. I’m going to go ahead and
credit the Cards with that, along
with the high five and jumping
over defenders.

But a marriage that never
made sense on paper made per-
fect, beautiful sense in 1980.
“This Is It” captured a feeling, a
moment in time, in a way that
can’t be planned or repeated. It

was meant to be, and it still res-
onates.

When Cards fans hear that
song, they see a Poncho Wright
rainbow jumper, a Rodney
McCray offensive rebound, an
exhausted Derek Smith making
yet another play and Darrell
Griffith on the shoulders of team-
mates and fans in Indianapolis,
index finger raised.

“It was the perfect song at the
perfect time,” said musician and
diehard Cards fan Peter Searcy.
“He was a monster songwriter,
and the Cardinals were a monster
basketball program.”

Indeed, the Cards went to the
Final Four four times in the
1980s, and could easily have gone
twice more, winning a second
title in 1986. Despite all of those
opportunities to adopt another
sweet theme song, it never hap-
pened again throughout the en-
tire run.

It hasn’t happened this year,
either, although this team of
unlikely over-achievers has
clearly earned its Kenny Loggins
moment by advancing to the

Final Four and a showdown with
the University of Kentucky in
New Orleans Saturday night.

The closest we’ve come is
courtesy of Mickey Clark, of
“Cardinal Cannonball” fame, who
has written new Cardinal-specif-
ic lyrics to the Johnny Horton
classic, “Battle of New Orleans.”
It’s a hoot, wholly lovable and
entirely appropriate to the game,
but it’s no “This Is It.”

Nothing could be, because
1980 was the school’s first NCAA
championship, and it was guaran-
teed by Griffith, a kid who grew
up in Louisville and continues to
make a difference here. No cur-
rent pop songs make sense as this
year’s “This Is It,” nothing feels
right, so let’s just give it up for
Loggins, and leave it with a taste
from the master.

“There’ve been times in my
life I’ve been wonderin’ why/Still,

somehow I believed we’d always
survive/Now, I’m not so sure/
You’re waiting here, one good
reason to try/But, what more can
I say? What’s left to provide?/You
think that maybe it’s over/Only if
you want it to be.

“Are you gonna wait for a
sign, your miracle?/Stand up and
fight/This is it/Make no mistake
where you are/This is it/Your
back’s to the corner/This is
it/Don’t be a fool anymore/
This is it/The waiting is
over.”

Contact Jeffrey Lee Puckett
at (502) 582-4160. Or email
jpuckett@courier-jour-
nal.com.
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Kenny Loggins from the
“Keep The Fire” album.

‘This is It’ still holds court for Cards
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here’s nothing Holly-
wood likes better than
a story with legs, even
very short legs, and
when the new live-
action fairy tale “Mir-
ror Mirror” opens
today, it will be telling
a tale that’s been
around for about 500
years — namely,

“Snow White,” the story of a girl, some
bad produce and love triumphant. Natu-
rally, there will be some changes to the
story. There always are.

The story of Snow White and her
dwarves (as opposed to “Snow White and
Rose Red”) had been going through
changes for several centuries, even at the
time it was first published by the Broth-
ers Grimm, in their seminal collection
of 1812. The basic devices are always
fairly consistent. An innocent, cruelly
abused young woman. A wicked step-
mother. Short guys. Apples. A glass cof-
fin. A handsome prince. But the details
change, some for the better: In one ver-

See MIRROR, Page D12

By John Anderson
Newsday

Lily Collins is
Snow White in
“Mirror Mirror.”
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