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MARCH MADNESS
NCAA MEN’S BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT(1) KENTUCKY VS.

(4) LOUISVILLE
6:09 p.m. Saturday, CBS-32

(2) OHIO STATE VS.
(2) KANSAS
8:49 p.m. Saturday, CBS-32

THE BIG GAME NEEDS BIG SUBS
CALL OR STOP BY YOUR LOCAL SUBWAY® RESTAURANT TO PLACE YOUR GAME DAY ORDER

24 hours notice is appreciated. At participating locations. Prices subject to change. Additional charges may apply. ©2012 Doctor’s Associates Inc. SUBWAY® is a registered trademark of Doctor’s Associates Inc.
CJ-0000330052

HALLANDALE BEACH, Fla. —
This is what you call a deep barn.

Trainer Todd Pletcher had an
unbeaten colt in Algorithms who
was no worse than second choice
for the May 5 Kentucky Derby.
That colt was knocked out of Tri-
ple Crown consideration by inju-
ry, but the stable still has El Pa-

drino, who has been hovering be-
tween No. 2 and 3 in The Courier-
Journal’s weekly Derby polls.

The injury to Algorithms redi-
rected El Padrino to Saturday’s
$1 million Florida Derby at Gulf-
stream Park instead of Sunday’s
Louisiana Derby carrying the
same purse. While El Padrino, the
winner of last month’s Grade II

Risen Star by a nose over Mark
Valeski, likely would have been
the Louisiana Derby favorite,
he’s the 2-1 second choice in the
Florida Derby.

Union Rags, who won the
Fountain of Youth in his only start
at 3 to rank on top of all Kentucky
Derby contenders, is the Florida
Derby’s 6-5 morning-line favor-
ite.

Pletcher’s stable depth is a
prime reason jockey Javier Cas-
tellano chose to ride Algorithms
over Union Rags for the Fountain

El Padrino (7), ridden by Javier Castellano, holds off Mark Valeski to
win the Risen Star at the Fair Grounds. BOB MAYBERGER/ECLIPSE SPORTSWIRE

El Padrino shows Pletcher’s depth
Faces Union Rags
in Florida Derby
By Jennie Rees
jrees@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See EL PADRINO, Page C4

FLORIDA DERBY
What: $1 million, G1, 11⁄8 miles
Where: Gulfstream Park
When: Saturday, 5:40 p.m.
TV: NBCSN (Insight-549)

NEW ORLEANS

U
niversity of Louisville forward
Chane Behanan raised eye-
brows and provoked chuckles
when he declared back in De-
cember that the Cardinals
could go undefeated and should

be ranked No. 1.
U of L assistant coach Richard Pitino cau-

tioned the freshman about making bold state-
ments, and he hasn’t made one since. At least,
not vocally. Behanan is letting his and the
team’s play speak for itself.

The Cards might not have advanced to the
Final Four to face rival Kentucky had it not
been for the development of Behanan, who
was named Most Outstanding Player in the
West Regional.

He has averaged a team-high 14 points a
game in the NCAA Tournament, five points
above his season average. He has grabbed 7.8
rebounds per game, just one rebound short of
Gorgui Dieng’s team-best 8.0 average in the
tournament. His .639 shooting percentage is
well above his season mark of .513.

“The great thing about Chane Behanan, he’s
like 50 percent of his potential,” head coach
Rick Pitino said. “He’s still going to be much,
much better.”

UK coach John Calipari saw Behanan’s po-
tential when he tried to recruit him out of
Bowling Green High School, although Calipa-
ri envisioned him playing more at small for-
ward than he does for U of L.

“I loved him, I loved him,” Calipari said.

‘WE’RE GOING
UNDEFEATED.
POINT BLANK.’

‘I LEARN FROM
MY MISTAKES.’

GROWING UP FAST
U of L freshman Chane Behanan
has stepped up his game in the
NCAA Tournament. A closer look
at his tournament run:

Overall NCAA
9.5 Points per game 14.0
7.4 Rebounds per game 7.8
.513 Field-goal % .639

INSIDE THIS SECTION
» Cards say they aren’t upset by
Sports Illustrated snub, C9
» Ohio University’s John Groce
takes Illinois job, C9

GET MORE ONLINE
Follow the Final Four at
www.courier-journal.com/
finalfour.
» Notes from New Orleans with
Jason Riley and Toni Konz
» Rick Bozich, Eric Crawford, Kyle
Tucker and C.L. Brown blogs,
stories and columns
» Plus, join the conversations on
the C-J Sports’ Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/
courierjournalsports
» See videos of fans making their
predictions or nonpredictions at
www.courier-journal.com/fans

U of L freshman Behanan
talking softer now but
carrying a bigger stick

By C.L. Brown
cbrown@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

» BEHANAN IN DECEMBER 2011

» BEHANAN IN MARCH 2012

See BEHANAN, Page C8

NEW ORLEANS — University
of Kentucky freshman Anthony
Davis has swept every national
college basketball award that
has been announced so far. He
picked up his Adolph Rupp Tro-
phy, a player of the year honor,
at the team hotel Thursday and
is the favorite to collect the
Naismith Trophy, Wooden
Award and Associated Press
Player of the Year over the next
three days here at the Final
Four.

None of that is surprising.
Davis is the most gifted, most
dominant player in the country.
What’s more notable, though, is
the way he and his teammates
have handled his exploding
fame. Davis has been on the cov-
er of Sports Illustrated and has
his own billboard near the Super
Dome. But, at least publicly,
there hasn’t been a hint of jeal-

ousy from the other Wildcats.
“We only care about winning

as a team,” forward Terrence
Jones said. “We just like each
other too much for any of that
and are proud of each other’s
success. We’re just happy for
one another. That should be ev-
ery team.”

But anyone who has watched
much college basketball, seen
how prima donna players have
divided other teams year after
year, knows that’s not the case.
That Kentucky (36-2) hasn’t fall-
en victim to a clash of egos is a
major reason the Cats have
come this far, just two victories
away from raising the pro-
gram’s eighth NCAA champion-
ship banner.

“When he was named player
of the year in one of the awards,
he thanked his team,” coach
John Calipari said. “He said, ‘I
want to thank all of you, because
this never happens if it’s not for
all of you.’ That’s the kind of
team this has been.”

The kind of team on which six
players average scoring in dou-

Kentucky’s super freshman Anthony Davis answers questions during
Thursday’s press conference. MICHAEL CLEVENGER/THE COURIER-JOURNAL

A different kind
of coach, players
Title would answer
critics of Calipari
By Kyle Tucker
ktucker@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See CATS, Page C8

NEW ORLEANS —The Univer-
sity of Louisville basketball
team is busy preparing for its
biggest game of the season, Sat-
urday’s Final Four matchup
with Kentucky.

The Cardinals have been
watching game film, studying
the game plan, practicing, going
through media obligations and
preparing mentally.

And they’ve been doing
something else — homework.

Anthony Wright, the director
of academic services for the
U of L men’s team, said he and
two graduate assistant tutors

have been with the team since
the Big East Tournament three
weeks ago in New York.

The players attend a study
hall that lasts upwards of an
hour and a half each day, except
on game day. Senior Chris Smith
noted he has a French test today.

“The work still has to get
done,” Wright said. “It’s very
easy when you are on the road
and playing to forget about
school, but it’s my job to keep
them focused.

“The guys have missed three
straight weeks of school, so we
have to make sure they’re stay-
ing on top of their work. It’s
tough, but they have to stay eli-

Players cramming in time
to keep up with classwork
By Jody Demling
jdemling@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See STUDY, Page C9
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