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“I was friends with President Ronald Reagan and he once said to me, ‘I
don’t know how anybody can serve in public office without being an actor.’ ”
WARREN BEATTY (1937 — ), movie star, producer and director, who turns 75 years old today.

NICK ANDERSON IN THE HOUSTON CHRONICLE

Cartoonist Garry Trudeau is on vacation. Doonesbury will return
on Monday.

NO DOONESBURY

P oliticians and presidents of
both parties have occasion-
ally suffered from open-

mic syndrome, saying something
when they thought the micro-
phone was turned off they wished
had not been made public.

The latest to fall prey to that
amplification of the mouth is

President Barack
Obama. The
president told
Russian Presi-
dent Dmitry Med-
vedev during
their Monday
meeting in Seoul,
South Korea that
once re-elected,
he would have
“more flexibility”
to deal with mis-

sile defense. The president asked
Medvedev to relay to incoming
President Vladimir Putin his re-
quest for “patience” and “space.”

The comments sent shivers
down conservative spines. Con-
servatives believe the president
is a not-so-closeted socialist.
They recall his criticism of the
Founding Fathers for putting too
many restraints on presidential
power in the Constitution, limit-
ing a president’s ability to unilat-
erally bring about change. Un-
constrained by the need to run
again, they fear a political ver-
sion of “Girls Gone Wild” with the
Constitution shredded and Amer-
ica transformed beyond recogni-
tion.

Dick Morris believes that an
unleashed Obama would cause
even more damage to the coun-
try. The former adviser to Bill
Clinton appeared on Fox’s “Han-
nity” Monday night and delivered
a Nostradamus-type prediction
of what an Obama second term
might look like.

“I believe that he’ll proceed to
a single-payer system on health-
care,” said Morris. “I think Oba-
macare was just an intermediate
step in his mind. If he’s re-elect-
ed, particularly if there’s a Demo-
cratic Congress, he will eliminate
the private health insurance in-
dustry and all insurance will be
from the government and it will
all be according to one plan. Sec-
ondly, I think that he will com-
pletely reverse the initiatives of
the Bush 43 administration in
opening up vast new forms of oil
drilling in the U.S. And will elim-
inate this incredible opportunity
we have to dominate the global oil
markets and put the terrorists

out of business. But thirdly, I
think that his big focus will be to
make the United States a vassal
state to a globalist entity.”

With another president, this
might sound like blather from the
extreme right, but consider the
new book by Van Jones, Obama’s
former “green energy czar” who
was forced to resign for past ex-
tremist views and statements, in-
cluding signing a 2004 petition
from 911Truth.org, a group that
claimed George W. Bush allowed
the 9/11 terrorist attacks to hap-
pen. In “Rebuild the Dream,”
Jones claims President Obama
could have done more to yank the
country leftward had he not been
“determined to be bipartisan at
all costs.”

What would “more” look like
in an Obama second term? Again,
Dick Morris thinks he sees the fu-
ture: “The G-20 and the IMF will
acquire sovereignty over our
economy. I think that he will sign
the International Criminal Treaty
that would oblige the United
States to get U.N. approval,
which is to say, Russian and Chi-
nese approval before going to
war. I think he will sign the
‘Rights of the Child’ treaty, which
would create a legal basis for su-
ing to increase foreign aid to poor
countries.”

Morris was not finished: “I
think that he’ll sign the global ban
on small arms, back-door arms
control in the United States. I
think he’ll sign away royalties for
offshore drilling by going along
with the Law of the Sea Treaty. I
think that he’ll ban U.S. weapons
in outer space, which will elimi-
nate an anti-missile capability.”

The most important thing the
president will do, according to
Morris: “He’s going to transform
America into two countries, a
small number of people who pay
taxes and a large number of peo-
ple who don’t work and are de-
pendent upon the government to
create a permanent leftist social-
ist base in the United States.”

If that is not cause for alarm,
even panic, what is? In the 2008
presidential campaign, candi-
date Obama promised to funda-
mentally transform America.
Given a second term and espe-
cially with a Democratic Con-
gress, he will. Just give him some
space.

Cal Thomas is a columnist with
Tribune Media Services. His email
address is tmseditors@tribune.com.

Obama’s alarming
goals for 2nd term

Cal
Thomas

be made up, but
Kennedy
seemed to be
genuinely look-
ing for a princi-
ple that permit-
ted a health in-
surance man-
date but not a
broccoli man-
date.

And Verrilli
gave him one. The market for
health insurance is inseparable
from the market for health care,
he argued, and every citizen is a
consumer of health care.

Those who choose not to buy
health insurance require health
care anyway — often expensive
care at hospital emergency
rooms — and these costs are
borne by the rest of us in the
form of higher premiums.

I think Verrilli made his case.
The court is supposed to begin
with the assumption that laws
passed by Congress are consti-
tutional.

Justices don’t have to like the
Affordable Care Act in order to
decide it should remain in ef-
fect. If some members of the
court think they could do better,
maybe they should quit and run
for legislative office.

But it’s going to be a close
call. What if they strike down
the law?

The immediate impact will
be the human toll. More than 30
million uninsured Americans
who would have obtained cover-
age under Obamacare will be be-
reft.

Other provisions of the law,
such as forbidding insurance
companies to deny coverage
based on pre-existing conditions
and allowing young adults to re-

WASHINGTON — In ar-
guments before the Su-
preme Court this week,

the Obama administration
might have done just enough to

keep the Afford-
able Care Act
from being ruled
unconstitutional.
Those who be-
lieve in limited
government had
better hope so, at
least.

If Obamacare
is struck down,
the short-term
implications are

uncertain. Conservatives may
be buoyed by an election-year
victory; progressives may be
energized by a ruling that looks
more political than substantive.
The long-term consequences,
however, are obvious: Sooner or
later, a much more far-reaching
overhaul of the health care sys-
tem will be inevitable.

To say the least, the three
days of oral argument before
the high court did not unfold the
way many experts had expect-
ed. Confident predictions that
the administration would pre-
vail by a lopsided margin be-
came inoperative as soon as the
justices began pummeling So-
licitor General Donald Verrilli
with pointed questions.

At one point on Wednesday,
as the barrage was winding
down, Chief Justice John Rob-
erts told Verrilli he could have
an extra 15 minutes to argue a
point. Verrilli replied, “Lucky
me.”

In the end, however, Verrilli
gave the skeptical justices what
they were looking for: a limiting
principle that allows them,
should they choose, to defer to
Congress and uphold the law.

At the heart of the legislation
is the requirement that individ-
uals purchase health insurance
or pay a fine.

It became clear by their
questioning that the court’s five
conservatives — including Jus-
tice Anthony Kennedy, the
swing vote who sometimes
crosses the ideological divide
and votes with the liberals — see
this mandate as a significant ex-
pansion of the federal govern-
ment’s reach and authority.

Verrilli argued that the man-
date is permissible under the
clause of the Constitution giving
the government the power to
regulate interstate commerce.
Justices demanded a limiting
principle: Where does this au-
thority end? If the government
can compel a citizen to buy
health insurance, why can’t it
compel the purchase of other
things?

Justice Antonin Scalia raised
the specter of an all-powerful
government that could even
“make people buy broccoli” if it
wished. Scalia’s mind seemed to

main on their parents’ policies,
presumably would also be in-
validated; if not, they would
have to be modified to keep in-
surance rates from climbing
sharply.

The United States would re-
main the only wealthy industri-
alized country where getting
sick can mean going bankrupt.

Eventually, however, our
health care system will be re-
structured. It has to be. The cur-
rent fee-for-service paradigm,
with doctors and hospitals being
paid through for-profit insur-
ance companies, is needlessly
inefficient and ruinously expen-
sive.

When people talk about out-
of-control government spend-
ing, they’re really talking about
rising medical costs that far out-
pace any conceivable rate of
economic growth. The conser-
vative solution — shift those
costs to the consumer — is no so-
lution at all.

Our only choice is to try to
hold the costs down. President
Obama tried to make a start with
a modest approach that works
through the current system. If
this doesn’t pass constitutional
muster, the obvious alternative
is to emulate other industrial-
ized nations that deliver equal or
better health care outcomes for
half the cost.

I’m talking about a single-
payer health care system. If the
Supreme Court strikes down
Obamacare, a single-payer sys-
tem will go from being political-
ly impossible to being, in the
long run, fiscally inevitable.

Eugene Robinson’s email address is
eugenerobinson(at)washpost.com.

Health care verdict
will be a close call

Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi, second from left, and Paul
Clement, fifth from left, a lawyer for 26 states seeking to have the
federal health care law tossed out in its entirety, and other states
attorneys general leave the U.S. Supreme Court Wednesday. AP

Mandate’s failure
makes single-payer
system inevitable
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B ack in November when
Gov. Steve Beshear de-
clared “transparency will

be the new rule” he also called for
“a thorough airing on both sides
of the argument” for public re-
lease of state records in child
abuse deaths.

“The proper venue for that de-
bate,” said Beshear, “is the Gen-
eral Assembly.”

But as this General Assembly
winds down, there has been no
real debate or exchange of views.

Instead, the legislature is
poised to enshrine into Kentucky
law language written by attor-
neys for the Cabinet for Health
and Family Services, who are no-
toriously devoted, not to trans-
parency, but to the deepest, dark-
est form of cover-their-backsides
opacity.

An attorney for the Kentucky
Press Association says the lan-
guage in a bill that advanced
Tuesday would “add another lay-
er of secrecy.”

Something that began with
seemingly good intentions has
run off the rails.

At this point, the legislature
should do no harm by letting the
child protection legislation that’s
now part of Senate Bill 126 die.

We hate to say that because
Rep. Susan Westrom, D-Lexing-
ton, has worked tirelessly to push
through a good package of
changes.

Apparently, the price she had
to pay to avoid having the cabinet
and the Beshear administration
kill her proposals was giving in to
the cabinet’s desire for secrecy.

Among other things, West-
rom’s proposals would profes-
sionalize the ranks of state pro-
tective workers and provide
some external oversight of the
state’s handling of lethal child
abuse cases.

It won’t hurt to put her propos-
als off until the 2013 legislature
because there’s no funding be-
hind them. Instead, they would
have to rely on the good will and
generosity of the cabinet to move
forward, which means they
wouldn’t move forward.

The House Health and Wel-
fare Committee did hear some
testimony about what other
states do in terms of making rec-
ords public, but there has been no
robust debate. Kentucky’s Open
Records Act already protects pri-
vacy and the need for confidenti-
ality in investigating child abuse
and neglect.

The legislature will be moving
in the wrong direction if it enacts
a law that takes away not just the
media’s access to records but,
more important, the public’s abil-
ity to hold a critical government
agency accountable.

An editorial in the Lexington Herald-
Leader.

Child protection plan
weakened by secrecy
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