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I t’s an election year, another
milestone in the American
experiment in which the

people speak and determine
their futures with their votes.

Well,maybenotsomuchthis
year.

If Florida is any example,
fewernewvotersarebeingreg-
istered as voter registration
drives have given way to state-
sponsored voter suppression
efforts.

Proponents of the suppres-
sion efforts say they are in the
name of getting rid of voter
fraud, which is virtually non-
existent—unlessyouhappento
be Republican Charlie White,
the Indiana secretary of state
recently found guilty on an ar-
ray of felony charges including
perjury, false registration and
submitting a false ballot; or if
yours was one of hundreds of
bogus signatures that popped
up on GOP presidential candi-
date Newt Gingrich’s petitions
to get on the Virginia ballot.

Strangely, neither Republi-
can officials nor Republican
candidates seem to be the tar-
get of more stringent election
laws, which include mandatory
photo IDs, enacted by more
than a dozen states dominated
by Republican lawmakers.

Instead, the intended,
would-be miscreants seem to
be groups and individuals —
young and minority voters —
that mostly support Demo-
crats.Studiesshowthatupto21
million people — 11 percent of
eligible voters — don’t have
current,state-issuedphotoIDs,
and significant numbers of
them are young, old, African
American or earn less than
$35,000 a year.

A New York Times story says
Florida’s new elections law,
with its threats of penalties and
fines for third-party registra-
tion groups, has shut down
League of Women Voters and
Rock the Vote registration
drives in the Sunshine State,
and that there’s an overall drop
of more than 80,000 newly reg-
istered voters over the same
time in 2008. Even in counties

with growing, voting age popu-
lations, registration is signifi-
cantly off — almost 40 percent
in Miami-Dade County; more
than 20 percent in Orange
County, which includes Orlan-
do; almost 20 percent in Volusia
County, which includes Dayto-
na Beach.

While some are reluctant to
connect the dots between the
drop and the new law, the Volu-
sia supervisor of elections told
the Times, “The drop-off is our
League of Women Voters, our
five universities in Volusia
County, none of which are mak-
ing concentrated efforts this
year.”

The same story illustrates
why: The new law says regis-
tration forms must be turned in
within 48 hours. An NAACP of-
ficial who registered voters at
approximately 2 p.m. on the
Sunday of the Martin Luther
King Jr. holiday weekend went
to the county supervisor of
elections office on the Tuesday
after the federal holiday, the
firstdayitwasopen.Theforms
were stamped as having ar-
rived at approximately 4 p.m.
The NAACP official received a
warning letter from the state,
noting the applications were
about an hour late, and accord-
ing to the law the NAACP could
face $50 fines for each late ap-
plication, capped annually at
$1,000pergroup.Theletteralso
said any future violation could
bereferredto theattorneygen-
eral’s office.

No wonder the League of
Women Voters of Florida is one
of the groups to have sued the
state over the new law. Said a
spokeswoman, “Basically our
volunteers, after 72 years of
registering voters problem-
free, would now need an attor-
neyononehandandasecretary
on the other to even attempt to
navigate these new laws.”

As the old joke about voting
early and often is being rewrit-
ten by people who seriously are
tryingtomakeit“never”fortoo
many citizens, one must ask:
What ishappeningto theAmer-
ican experiment?

Voter suppression

T he children’s tale of “The
Three Billy Goats Gruff”
can teach us something

about bridges and tolls, as well as
trolls. You remember the story:
one by one sibling goats cross a
bridge to get to their livelihood,
the green pastures on the hillside.
In turn each goat is stopped by a
troll who wants to extract a huge
toll (their lives) to cross the
bridge he controls. The first two
negotiate a reprieve. The third,
the oldest and strongest, butts the
troll off the bridge, rejecting his
demand for the unconscionable
toll.

Earlier this month, the Louis-
ville and Southern Indiana
Bridges Authority presented
their long-awaited financial plan
to construct the new Downtown
and East End bridges just two
weeks before legislators were to
endorse it. Included in the plan is
a tolling schedule to pay for over
$731million in bonds to help build
the $1.3 billion Kentucky portion
of the project.

On the face of it, the plan

might look reasonable. But so
might have the initial greeting of
the troll to each goat. Even
though a thorough, professional
analysis of the financial plan is
impossible because the consult-
ant refuses to reveal the study’s
methodology, we have to be skep-
tical of the numbers used to justi-
fy the tolls proposed. Traffic
counts of current bridge usage
reveal a decline in numbers. With
rising gas prices driving habits
will continue to change. The con-
sultant does not admit a decline in
such numbers.

Regardless of possible faulty
projections, tolls are not the best
way to pay for the new bridges.
Tolls are particularly burden-
some to the growing numbers of
working poor who must cross the
river to get to their livelihoods. I
am talking about the hard-work-
ing men and women who clean
the toilets at the hotels and of-
fices, the servers and dishwash-
ers at the restaurants, the people
who wash your cars and change
your oil, the child care workers
and nursing home assistants who
change soiled children and elder-
ly.

These citizens
were not at the ta-
ble when the deci-
sion was made to
toll. Under the
plan, frequent us-
ers will pay a $1
toll each way.
Thus the low-in-
come workers
will see $500-a-
year tax increase

(face it, tolls are taxes) to com-
mute to their jobs each work day
for 50 weeks a year. They will
work an extra week and half each
year to stay even.

So, what are the alternatives?
Start by testing the idea of a

modest increase in the state gaso-
line tax. Just a penny increase
generates $32 million a year. A
nickel increase could finance not
only our bridges, but also other
worthy road projects such as the
badly needed new bridge to Cin-
cinnati, a four-lane highway to
Pikeville and the new interstate
in Western Kentucky. The gas tax
spreads the cost to all drivers in a
fashion that is more just than tar-
geted toll. Instead of $500 a year,
the working poor would pay

about $10 a year more in taxes
with a nickel gas tax increase.

Secondly, the formula for allo-
cating the state road fund, which
was set up in the 1940s when 70
percent of the state’s population
lived in rural areas, needs to
change. Instead of distributing
the money based on road miles, it
should be based on road usage. In
his 2003 analysis of Kentucky’s
road fund, Dr. Paul Coomes, econ-
omist at the University of Louis-
ville, showed the drain of Louis-
ville’s dollars to pay for rural
roads. As a consequence Jeffer-
son County doesn’t have suffi-
cient funds to pay for our bridges
project, resulting in the need for
tolls.

But if in the end we are left
with tolls as the only option, their
injustice must be minimized by
guaranteeing to anyone who
works across the river and is at
200 percent of the federal pover-
ty level, a toll rebate at the end of
each year. Their W2s and a toll re-
ceipt summary would substanti-
ate their eligibility. TARC, which
serves this same group, should
also be exempt.

Finally, some argue the poor

don’t need to use the new bridges
and can avoid tolls by simply us-
ing the non-tolled Clark and Sher-
man Minton bridges. This sounds
similar to Marie Antoinette’s
cake statement. It also minimizes
the fact that 13 years after the
new bridges open the Sherman
Minton Bridge will also be tolled
(a fact never mentioned in any
public meeting on the financial
plan in Frankfort). So, what are
all the poor workers expected to
do? Converge on the narrow 90-
year-old Clark Bridge to get to
and from work?

The financial plan has been
hatched in the brains of mostly
wealthy white males, who may
have little empathy for the grow-
ing number of working poor. I
suggest these smart leaders go
back to the drawing board and de-
velop a more just, workable plan
that serves the needs of all the
residents of Kentucky and Indi-
ana, not just their country club
cohorts. They need not be seen as
trolls.

Jim Wayne, a Louisville Democrat,
represents the 35th House district in
Frankfort.

Of tolls and trolls: Prevent injustice on bridges
By Jim Wayne
Special to The Courier-Journal

Rep. Jim
Wayne

W ith the approach of Sat-
urday’s epic Final
Four showdown in

New Orleans between the Uni-
versity of Louisville and Uni-
versity of Kentucky men’s bas-
ketball teams, it’s easy to over-
look other significant hoops ac-
complishments. Easy, but
wrong.

Since we last paid tribute to
local teams, the UK women’s
team fought its way to the Elite
Eight for the second time in
three seasons, before bowing to
perennial power Connecticut, a
seven-time national champion.

Defending NCAA Division II
national champion Bellarmine
couldn’t pull off a repeat, but
despite injuries they made it all
the way to the semi-finals be-
fore being upset by Montevallo
(Ala.). The Knights and their
fans were doubtless disappoint-
ed, but it was another great run.

Meanwhile, Trinity High
School, long a football power-
house, justified its No. 1 state

ranking by defeating Scott
County and winning its first
boys’ state basketball champi-
onship.

During telecasts of the Divi-
sion I tournaments, one often
sees an NCAA ad that stresses
that almost all college athletes
go professional in something
other than sports.

Actually, that’s not true of
the UK men’s team, at least not
of those who get significant
playing time. And if it’s true
about U of L, it’s probably unin-
tended. Big-time college foot-
ball and men’s basketball pro-
grams are indeed often feeders
for the pro leagues.

Whether that’s as it should be
is a question that can wait for
less feverish times, however.
For now, suffice it to say that
the UK women, Bellarmine and
Trinity embody what college
and high school sports should
be — students excelling in ath-
letics through dedication, ef-
fort and teamwork.

They also excel
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What about education?
Been listening to all of the

hype about the U of L-UK game
— non-stop — some funny, some
embarrassing comments. No one
would love for U of L to beat UK
more than me, but it is just a
game. Everyone — local, national
— keeps mentioning how great
the game is for the state. Yes, it is
bringing attention to the state of
Kentucky. Bellarmine, Murray
and Western had memorable
years, too.

What bothers/nags at me is
that I am continually amazed at
how much we care about beating
each other, how much noise this
all creates. On the other hand,
how little we, the folks in Ken-
tucky, will speak up about the
cuts to education at all levels.
Very little is said about how our
educational system is being deci-
mated by the repeated budget
cuts.

Our successful sports teams
seem to be immune to the dilem-
ma of yearly reduced funding.
While they represent our univer-
sities, they sure don’t share the
pain that our students, faculty
and staff feel. One can only imag-
ine what our teams would look
like, much less the facilities,
wonderful as they are, with year-
ly cuts. It would be great if10 per-
cent of the attention, all the pride,
that is being relished on one
game could be put toward help-
ing our students, not the just the
athletes but everyone — kinder-
garten through higher education.
It is a wish that will likely go un-
fulfilled but one that I believe
needs to be expressed.

UK has a great collection of
players, as does U of L and the
other schools. Just how many of
all these players will graduate?
How many will speak on camera
in a fashion that brings pride to
our state and not a grimace from
all those listening? Really, what is
important in life? Certainly more

to life than dunking a basketball?
That said, Go Cards. You have

persevered over the year and de-
serve a moment in the sun.

MIKE TRACY
University of Louisville

Louisville 40204

Winners, losers
After a night of sleep, I’ve put

together my thoughts on the up-
coming game.

If the Cards lose the game,
there will be some momentary
sadness and loss. Eventually, the
fan base will realize they did lose
to the “No. 1, No. 1 Seed” and ap-
preciate what a remarkable sea-
son the Cards had and how won-
derful this ride to the Final Four
was when all looked so bleak
back in January and February. It
may take a few years, but they
will soon be celebrating this team
as one of the most memorable in
school history. The fans will
move on and enjoy other wonder-
ful sports moments. About the
only time they will talk about this
game is once a year when they
play the annual UK-U of L game.
Life will go on.

If the Cats lose this game …
well, that would be akin to a nu-
clear bomb going off in Lexing-
ton. People will wonder why
there is no sun anymore. People
will stop caring. They will stop
wanting to eat or go to the dentist.
A UK loss will have one silver lin-
ing: This game will supplant the
20-year-old memory of the loss to
Duke, and this game will be the
one that is forever remembered
as the day the Earth stopped.

Coach K (and maybe UPS, too)
is rooting for the Cards.

MICHAEL ABELL
Louisville 40207

Us vs. Them
This magic moment in sports

pits the state of Kentucky against
the rest of the United States. A
singular occasion, indeed.

JOHNNIE WHEELER
Louisville 40205

Don’t be vicious
University of Louisville and

University of Kentucky fans are
notorious for their rivalry, and
the Final Four pairing certainly
has not eased the tension. I know
that fans of opposing teams enjoy
insulting each other, mostly out
of tradition and in a joking man-
ner, but some get a little too arro-
gant and mean-spirited with their
comments. Fans from both teams
should remember that this is just
a game played by college stu-
dents, and should be proud that
both great teams are from Ken-
tucky. There are definitely
stereotypes concerning Ken-
tucky and Louisville fans, some-
times hurtful and unnecessary.
Poking fun at a team or defend-
ing a favorite shouldn’t be so vi-
cious.

HALLIE BEARD
Taylorsville, Ky. 40071

Be better sports
While this year is especially

exciting for basketball fans in
Kentucky, some are taking it too
far. Fans of both the Cards and
the Cats are guilty of unnecces-
sary rudeness to fans of the other
team, and taking this game far
too seriously. Yes, it is fun to sup-
port one's own team, but many
people need to be better sports
and realize that it really is just a
game.

RACHEL MAESER
Shelbyville, Ky. 40065
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