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Family suing cemetery for dropping mother’s body
Lid fell off the casket and body fell to bottom of grave, they say
BY KAYLEIGH ZYSKOWSKI
KZYSKOWSKI@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

A Frankfort woman was 
forced to bury her mother 
not once – but twice, and she 
is now seeking legal action 
for the mistakes a local cem-
etery made when it allegedly 
dropped the casket into the 
grave. 

Ruth Ritter, of Holly Hill 
Drive, says she thought it 
was “a terrible joke” when 
she received a phone call the 

day of the funeral saying her 
mother’s casket was simply 
scratched.

Frankfort native Kath-
erine Galbraith, 85, died 
March 20.

The family made arrange-
ments with Sunset Memori-
al Gardens, at 3240 Versailles 
Road, to bury the body 
March 24. However, when 
the cemetery workers were 
transporting the casket us-
ing a backhoe, they dropped 
it into the grave, says Chris 

Haden, the family’s attor-
ney.

 “We believe they tried 
to lower the casket into the 
grave with a backhoe instead 
of a lowering mechanism, 
and that is when the cas-
ket fell off and broke open,” 
Haden said Wednesday dur-
ing a phone interview.

The lid fell off the casket, 
and the body was thrown 
from the casket onto the 
bottom of the grave, accord-
ing to a complaint fi led in 

Franklin Circuit Court Feb. 
2.

 Galbraith’s personal 
items – a rose and her pearl 
necklace – and pieces of the 
casket fell into the grave, and 
while the workers picked up 
the body and replaced it in 
the casket, the items were 
left on the bottom. 

A company representa-
tive inspected the damage 
before Saber Vice President 

See CEMETERY, A7

INDICTMENTS

BY KAYLEIGH ZYSKOWSKI
KZYSKOWSKI@GMAIL.COM

A woman working as a 
nurse’s aide has been in-
dicted on charges of ex-
ploiting an adult after she 
wrote checks she had stolen 
totaling more than $5,680.

Lisa Goodlett, 44, of 
Lawrenceburg, “stole or got 
access to checks on the ac-
count of the elderly couple,” 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Larry Cleveland said.

She started writing 
checks payable to herself 
in various amounts be-
tween $80-$400 and cash-
ing them, he said.

From July 25 to Jan. 1, 
Goodlett wrote 32 checks 
on the account in the name 
of Floyd Gilbert, the indict-
ment says. Goodlett was 
caring for Gilbert’s wife, 
Cleveland said.

She was charged after the 
couple realized they had re-
turned checks they did not 
write, Cleveland said.

“She made admissions 
to another person, but po-
lice have not interviewed 
her,” Cleveland said.

Goodlett is charged with 
32 counts of second-degree 
possession of a forged in-

strument and exploiting an 
adult of more than $300.

Rick James, 47, of 115 
Brentlawn Drive, was also 
indicted Wednesday for de-
frauding a secured credi-
tor.

“(James) went to Farm-
ers Bank to borrow money 
for purposes of improving 
his home – putting in a new 
kitche and things of that 
nature,” Cleveland said.

The improvements in-
cluded a fireplace, heat-
ing and air conditioning, 
kitchen cabinets, applianc-
es, and granite counter tops 
among other upgrades.

“He then defaulted on 
his loan and was going 
to execute a deed in lieu 
of foreclosure so that the 
bank would simply take the 
house instead of having to 
fi le a foreclosure action on 
it,” Cleveland said.

In total, he owed the 
bank about $285,000.

He lived in the house for 
approximately 60 days be-
fore he vacated the prop-
erty. However, when he left, 
he took the light fi xtures, 
ceiling fans, kitchen cabi-
nets, piping, counter tops, 

BY LAUREN HALLOW
LHALLOW@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

W
hile some may 
enjoy the fact 
that there has 
b e en l i t t le 

snow this season, the unusu-
ally mild winter has deprived 
children from an important 
winter tradition: building 
snowmen.

So after several weeks in-
to the winter but with green 
grass and sunny skies out-
side, the staff at the Frank-
fort Y Crayon Club had to im-
provise. 

“Are they … mummies?” 
Y Executive Director Dave 
Steele asked Crayon Club 
Director Emily Paul as he 

ASSOCIATED PRESS STAFF REPORT

Seven rif les meant as 
gifts for visiting agriculture 
offi cials in 2008 were among 
property former Agricul-
ture Commissioner Richie 
Farmer returned to his for-
mer agency.

Attorney Guthrie True 
of Frankfort, who advises 
Farmer on matters relat-
ed to a special audit of his 
tenure as commissioner, 

told The Courier-Journal on 
Wednesday that he advised 
Farmer to take the guns 
to the department. Farm-
er took them when he re-
turned missing state com-
puter equipment Jan. 17.

“Because I thought it was 
a good idea to eliminate any 
issue about these, I felt the 
best  thing to do was to re-
turn them to the depart-
ment,” True said. “So, to me, 

that ends the issue.”
The weapons were pur-

chased with private dona-
tions raised to pay Ken-
tucky’s costs for the con-
vention of the Southern As-
sociation of State Depart-
ments of Agriculture, which 
Farmer’s agency hosted in 
Lexington, and are not state 
property, True said. The ri-
fles, which were stamped 
with an inscription and the 

Kentucky Proud logo, were 
left over after the conven-
tion ended, he said.

Farmer didn’t return 
messages seeking com-
ment.

Fa r mer’s successor, 
James Comer, requested the 
special audit within days of 
taking offi ce at the begin-
ning of the year because 
of controversies involv-
ing purchasing, personnel 

and management of the de-
partment under Farmer. 
State Auditor Adam Edelen 
agreed to perform the audit, 
which is ongoing.

Stephen ie Steit z er, 
spokeswoman for Edelen’s 
offi ce, declined to comment 
on whether the guns are be-
ing examined as part of the 
audit.

Regarding Farmer’s pos-

See CRAYON CLUB, A7

Ruth Ritter holds 
a photo of her 

late mother, 
Katherine 
Galbraith, 
Thursday 

morning at her 
home as she 

talks about what 
happened to her 

mother’s body.
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Brice McCane places a cowboy hat atop Ben Dunmire’s head as he turns him into a snowman.

TRICIA SPAULDING/TSPAULDING@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Grant Goins showers himself with toilet paper after turning his classmates into snowmen at the 
Y’s Crayon Club location on Laneview Drive. The students now meet in a newly extended building, 
giving them more room to learn and play.

Y not have 
a little fun

See INDICTMENTS, A7

Farmer returns rifles that were intended as gifts
His attorney advised him to take the guns to the Kentucky Department of Agriculture

See FARMER, A2


