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MISS MARILYN HADDOCK AND ROBERT KIKE

New agents at work
A new home demonstration

and a returned county agri-
cultural agent are now at work
in Letcher County on programs
of agricultural extension spon-
sored by the University of Ken-

tucky College of Agriculture
and Home Economics Extension
Service,
The home agent is Miss Mari-

lyn Haddock, whose family lives
in Richmond, Va. She was grad-
uated from Ohio Wesleyan Uni-
versity at Delaware, Ohio, last

Richard Keeler
named health officer

Letcher County this week has
the second health officer in its
history.

He is Dr. Richard Keeler, a
graduate of the University of
Virginia Medical School at
Charlottesville, Va.

Dr. Keeler was hired by the
county board of health to re-

place Dr. R. Dow Collins, who
retired in the spring after more
than 30 years as health officer
here. Dr. Collins was the first
health officer when a Letcher
County health department was
set up, and had been the only
health officer during the his-

tory of the department.
Dr. Keeler came to Letcher

County from Norfolk, Va.,
where he recently completed his
internship at Norfolk General
Hospital.

Dr. Keeler Is serving here un-

der auspices of the Mennonite
Central Committee, which over- -
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June with a in home eco-
nomics. This Is her first job.

The county agent is Robert Fike,
who has returned to Letcher Coun-
ty after four years overseas with
the federal Agency for Interna-
tional Fike held
the Letcher county agent's job
from 1947 to 1961. Then he
went with AID to Iran and A-
fghanistan, where he helped to
Set up experiment station and

(Continued on Page 8)

sees charitable work of the Men-
nonite Church. He Is serving a
two-ye- ar term as a volunteer in
public service. His salary as
health officer will go to the
church, which will return to
him money to pay basic living
expenses and will use the rest
of the money to finance other
public service work.

Both Dr. Keeler and his wife,
the former Marther Risser, are
members of the Mennonite
Church,

Two other couples are serv --

Ing in Letcher County under the
auspices of the Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee. They are Dr.
and Mrs. John Engle and Mr.
and Mrs. John Enns. Dr. Engle
is in private practice as a gen-
eral physician, and Enns Is bus-
iness manager of Whitesburg
Appalachian Regional Hospital.
Another worker, David Bolton,
is expected to come here short-
ly to help with agricultural work
in rural areas. The church also
sponsors four nurses at the Mc-
Dowell Appalachian Regional
Hospital and four other public
service workers in West Virginia.

Their terms of service are two
years, but they are not limited to
two years of work here and may
remain longer if they desire.

Dr. Keeler's wife is a registered
nurse but does not plan to work
during her stay here. Both the
Keelers are graduates of Eastern
Mennonite College at Harrison-
burg, Va. Mrs. Keeler took
her nurses' training at Rocking-
ham Memorial Hospital School
of Nursing at They
have two daughters, Mary Beth,
3, and Sharon Rose, 2. They
are living in staff quarters at the
Whitesburg hospital at present.
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OEO approves
for center Blackey

The federal Office of Economic
Opportunity has approved a grant
of $202,004 to finance a com-
munity action program at Black-
ey as. a part of the war on pover-
ty.

The grant will be used, said
OEO, to provide a multi -- service
center for some 3,300 people.
The services will include health
and education services, informa-
tion and guidance programs and
a day-ca- re program for pre-
school children of low -- income
families.

The grant was announced from
Washington by Rep. Carl D. Per-
kins. Official notification had
not reached the local Economic
Opportunity office.

The program approved by OEO
includes three proposals:

1. Expansion of the poverty
administrative staff from tlire'er
perrons to 10, at a total cost of
about $85, 085 a year.

2. Operation of a community
center at Blackey, at a cost of
about $61,831 annually.

3. Establishment of two day-
care centers to provide services

Fire fighting scored
Residents of the Cowan area of

Letcher County complained this
week that they would have been
better off with no forest fire pro-
tection than with what they re-

ceived from the state Division of
Forestry last week.

They said crews sent in by the
Division of Forestry set back fires
at the base of the mountains and
let entire mountainsides burn

Often, they said, the men
of the Cowan area would have the
fires at the top of the hillsides un-

der control before the back fires
were started. Several times the
Cowan men were almost trapped
between the two fires, when back
fires were started without warnings
to them.

One of the back fires set by the
state crew would have burned over
the Cowan cemetery except for
efforts of women and children in
the area, who managed to keep
the fire off the cemetery, a res-
ident said.

The Cowan people complained
that the state crews sat and watched
the woods burn while the men who
lived in the area did their best to
fight the fire.

Thursday, November 25,

for a total of bO preschool chil-
dren, at a cost of $75, 889 a
year. Centers would be at Black-
ey and at Goose Creek near Neon.

1965

at
(Earlier the local bconomic up- - ttiey later were assured that the

portunlty Committee said it would preschool centers would not pre- -
withdraw the preschool appllca- - vent operation of Headstart next
tion after OEO in Washington in- - summer.)

Breathitt promises

help for landowners
Gov. Edward T. Breathitt asked

strip mine operators this week to
"desist from further insistence on
their pound of flesh" until state
courts decide the meaning and
scope of broad-for- m mineral
deeds.

The governor said if the courts
rule that strip mine operators
are entitled to destroy surface
land to obtain coal, ne may ask
the legislature "to the fullest
possible constitutional extent to
protect home owners, farms and
other property owners against
destruction by strip and auger
mining corporations claiming
rights under broad -- form deeds."

(A broad -- form, or "long" deed
is one which grants the owner of
mineral iights the right to use
the surface land in any way ne-

cessary to recover" the minerals.
The courts are now considering
the question of whether such
surface rights apply to strip and
auger mining operations, which
are far more destructive of the
surface area than the deep min-
ing methods in use when the
deeds were written.)

The governor acted after sev-

eral days of controversy in Knott
County which saw the arrest of
a 61 ear-old widow and two of
her sons who had prevented a
bulldozer from crossing their pro-
perty by lying down in front of
the machine.

"I want the widow Combs and
all other Kentuckians whose
homes and farms are threatened
with destruction by strip and au-
ger mining to know I am on their
side," Breathitt said.

"Of course, I urge all citizens
of Kentucky and expect all citi-
zens of Kentucky to obey the law.
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project
dicated the money would prevent
extension of the Headstart pre-
school program in the county next
summer. Local OEO officials said

"But history has sometimes
shown that unyielding insistence
upon the enforcement of legal
rights by the rich and powerful
against the humble people of a
community Is not always the
quickest course of action."

The governor accused strip and
auger mine operators of "provok-
ing and causing these disturban-
ces."

He also named Edward F. Pri-cha- rd,

a Frankfort attorney, to
serve as special counsel to in-

tervene in a case involving ap-
plication of the broad-fbr- m deed.

And he instructed Public Safety
Commissioner Glenn Lovern that
state police are not to be used
for enforcement of civil proces-
ses In the courts without permis-
sion from. the governor.

A state trooper helped carry Mrs.
Ollie Combs away from a strip
mining operation in Knott Coun-

ty. Breathitt said the sheriff had
the authority to appoint deputies
to help him if needed.

"If tumult, disorder and vio-
lence shall prevail in the areas
where controversy is now raging,
I shall be forced to consider what
further steps may be taken by the
executive department of our
state government to preserve
peace and perhaps the status quo
until the courts and legislature
can decide these fundamental
questions," Breathitt said.

Mrs. Combs and her sons spent
' Thanksgiving in the Knott Coun-

ty jail after they were convicted
of contempt of court for their
demonstrations against strip min-
ing. Special Circuit Judge Don
Ward ruled that they had violat-
ed a restraining order and sen-- (
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NEW STORE OPENS Grand Opening of Hoover's Home Furnishings in Whitesburg is in progress
now. The store, located at the corner of Main Street and College Drive on the site of the old
Baptist Church, Is owned by Hoover Dawahare and managed by Eddie Howard. It will carry a
complete line of home furnishings, including living room, dining room and bedroom furniture
carpets, major appliances and portable appliances. '


