
by Sgt. 1st Class 
Tyrone C. Marshall Jr. 
American Forces Press Service 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Simply by 
walking through the marketplace 
Friday, Deputy Defense Secre-
tary Ashton B. Carter showed how 
much progress has taken place in 
this former Taliban stronghold in 
Afghanistan’s Helmand province.

Carter visited a forward operating 
base and the Marines of 2nd Bat-
talion, 9th Marine Regiment, before 
he walked through the village’s mar-
ketplace with no issues. He got a 
fi rsthand look at work underway to 
expand capacity at the base, touring 
numerous construction areas.

The deputy secretary received 
an operational update from local 
Afghan national security force lead-
ers and the district governor before 
moving on to the Marjah market-
place, where Taliban insurgents 
once operated with impunity.

In contrast to violent protests 
elsewhere in the aftermath of 
Muslim religious materials being 
inadvertently mishandled at 
Bagram Airfi eld, Carter encoun-
tered no protests, upheaval or dis-
turbances in Marjah. The village 
remained tranquil as Carter, the dis-
trict governor and Afghan military 
and police leaders walked through 
the streets.

A walk down Marjah’s market-

place was unthinkable as recently 
as 2010, when Operation Moshtarak 
was launched to free the area from 
Taliban control.

Carter called Marjah a “great suc-
cess story” as he walked through the 
marketplace. Curious children came 
by and local residents followed on 
motorcycles as Carter made his way 
up and down the streets.

Along his route walking back to 
the base, Carter stopped and bought 
snacks from a local merchant for 
the village children who were tag-
ging along. At another brief stop, 
he examined another merchant’s 
wares.

As he departed, Carter thanked 
the district governor and Afghan 
security force leaders for the oppor-
tunity to walk through the market-
place, again referring to the peaceful 
village as one of many “great success 
stories” in Afghanistan.

Carter’s fi rst stop Friday was at 
the Chaman Gate, one of two major 
border crossings with neighboring 
Pakistan. The Pakistani government 
closed the crossing to NATO traffi c 
amid recent tensions. The deputy 
secretary visited with local Afghan 
police and customs offi cials, toured 
a new biometrics facility and got a 
fi rsthand view of the daily traffi c at 
the crossing.

Pentagon spokesman Navy Capt. 
John Kirby, who is along on the trip, 
said this was Carter’s second visit to 

Chaman Gate, and that he noted the 
progress made in adding controls to 
the border post to put pressure on 
smugglers of explosive materials.

“American and Afghan military 
offi cials updated Carter on secu-
rity at the Chaman Gate and gave 
him a better sense of the impact 
its closing to NATO traffi c has had 

on resupply efforts,” Kirby said. 
Though Carter expressed his hope 
that Pakistan soon would allow alli-
ance goods to begin fl owing again, 
Kirby added, he was assured that 
operations in Afghanistan had not 
yet been adversely affected.

Carter’s next stop was to Regional 
Command Southwest, where he 

received updates from Marine
Corps Maj. Gen. John Toolan Jr.
about the progress of transition
efforts and improved security
throughout the region. Roughly half
of Helmand’s districts are in or will
soon be in the process of transition-
ing to Afghan security lead, Kirby
noted.

by Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – 
The rioting and killings that 
have followed the acciden-
tal burning of Qurans by 
coalition personnel will not 
change the NATO strategy in 
Afghanistan, Pentagon Press 
Secretary George Little said 
Monday.

Defense Secretary Leon 
E. Panetta and Army Gen. 
Martin E. Dempsey, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, are fully committed 
to continuing operations 
aimed at turning over secu-
rity responsibility to Afghan 
forces by the end of 2014, 

Little said.
Panetta and Dempsey 

“believe we have achieved 
signifi cant progress in 
reversing the Taliban’s 
momentum and in devel-
oping the Afghan security 
forces, and they believe that 
the fundamentals of our 
strategy remain sound,” 
Little said in a Pentagon 
news conference, joined by 
Pentagon spokesman Navy 
Capt. John Kirby, who spoke 
to the Pentagon press corps 
from the Afghan capital of 
Kabul.

Afghans rioted following 
the revelation that NATO 
forces inadvertently burned 
Islamic religious articles, 

including Qurans. 
Four Americans have 

been killed, including two 
offi cers serving as advisors in 
the Afghan interior ministry 
in Kabul.

It is important that the 
recent events not blind 

people to the progress being 
made in the country, Little 
said. 

The NATO-led Interna-
tional Security Assistance 
Force, in partnership with 
Afghan national security 
forces, is making progress 

in defeating al-Qaida and its 
terrorist allies and denying 
them the ability to maintain 
a safe haven in Afghanistan, 
he added.

Afghan rioting is decreas-
ing, with only three demon-
strations held Monday, Kirby 
said, noting that ISAF lead-
ers have joined with Afghan 
President Hamid Karzai in 
urging calm and an end to 
violent protests.

Little said the relation-
ship between ISAF forces 
and their Afghan partners 
remains strong, pointing 
out that U.S. forces work 
with 330,000 Afghan security 
forces to defend the country.

“Together, they fi ght in 

very diffi cult situations,
building trust and mutual
respect despite recent inci-
dents,” the secretary said.

The spirit of American,
coalition and Afghan forces
will be tested throughout the
campaign in Afghanistan,
Little said. “Anyone who
believes they can weaken
our resolve through these
cowardly attacks is severely
mistaken,” he added.

The coalition will emerge
from the challenges stronger
and more unifi ed, Little said.
“There is much at stake in
Afghanistan, and our com-
mitment to our mission and
our strategy will not waver,”
he said.
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U.S. Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton B. Carter speaks with an Afghan market owner at the bazaar in Marjah, Afghanistan, Friday. 
Carter toured the market with U.S. Marines assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 9th Marine Regiment.

Carter’s walk through Marjah market shows progress
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There is much at stake 
in Afghanistan, and our 
commitment to our mission 
and our strategy will not waver.

George Little,
Pentagon press secretary

U.S. Offi cials reaffi rm commitment to Afghan strategy, progress
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