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THE WINNERS Mrs. Faye Parsons shows some of her students
at Hurricane Gap School the plaque the school won for being
the cleanest in Letcher County. The Letcher County Health
Department presented the plaque on the basis of the best work
in cleaning up a school and keeping it clean. The Whites-bu- rg

Junior Chamber of Commerce bought the plaque.

Summer classes set
. summer classes will start at
Whitesburg High School June 17
and continue through Aug. 2.

Classes will begin at 8 a. m.
and run through noon five days
a week for the seven-we- ek per-

iod.
Courses to be offered and the

teachers who will conduct them
are American history, James ep;

English 3 and 4, Morris
Caudill; world geography, R. T.

Holbrook. in addition, typing
and biology will be offered if

students apply.
Tuition for the session will be

$35.
Students must have at least

freshman rank. The typing
course will accept students who
are not regularly in school.

Persons who plan to attend
should notify the high school
office as soon as possible.

Nearly 160 years ago, a group of pioneers
set up homes at the mouth of Bottom Fork and
became the first settlers in what is now Letcher
County.

They were John Adams, James Collins, Ephra-i- m

Hammons and "the Holbrook boys. "

At about the same time, James Caudill settled
in the Blackey area, and John Bates settled at
the mouth of Cram Creek.

Thus the development of Letcher County be-

gan, according to Mb. Zenneth Bentley, who
discussed highlights and sidelights of Letcher
County history at a meeting of a study group at
the Letcher County Public Library Monday night.

Mrs. Bentley has been collecting information
on the county's past for several years. She il-
lustrated her talk with pictures of many of the
leading citizens of earlier years.

The first settlement occurred in 1804, she
said, and Letcher was established as a county
in 1842. The county was named for Gov. Robert
Letcher, whose portrait now hangs in the circuit
court room at the Letcher County courthouse.

A local squabble occurred as to whether the
county seat should be at Bottom Fork or in the
area which is now Whitesburg. It finally was.
established at Whitesburg because Stephen Hiram
Hogg donated a large tract of land for the pur-
pose.

Whitesburg was named for Congressman White,
then speaker of the House of Representatives.

The first courthouse was a log structure near
the mouth of Pert Creek, and two log and plank
structures followed it at Whitesburg. Both of the
Whitesburg courthousesbumed. The story is told
that the second courthouse was burned to destroy
the records involved' in the indictment of local
dtizenj involved in the lynching of a prisoner
taken from the jail at Whitesburg and hanged
near the present location of the Dr. Pepper
plant.

Mrs, Bentley described a skirmish which oc-

curred at the mill dam below Whitesburg when
Union forces outnumbered and routed Confeder-
ate forces during the Civil War.

She related an interesting aftermath of one of
the engagements between the Wright and Rey-

nolds factions during their prolonged feud. Noah.
Reynolds, who was involved in the shooting
scrap, and a member of the Wright family also
involved were later each converted on the same

The iuture ot tne United Mine Workers
hospital at Whitesburg and others in the 10-u- nit

chain appeared to be still in doubt this week.
Negotiations for transfer of the hospitals to a

non-pro- fit regional board under the supervision
of the United Presbyterian Church apparently
had been proceeding satisfactorily until ihis
week. Then on Tuesday the federal Area Re-

development Administration announced it was
postponing consideration of a request for a grant
of $9, 500, 000 to aid in purchase of the hospital
chain.

Franklin D. Roosevelt Jr. , undersecretary of
Commerce, accused the UMW of failing to jus-
tify its price. Then the . Board of Missions of
the United Presbyterian Church, which has been
negotiating with the ARA, came back with a
statement defending the union and its welfare
fund and said the union had done all that had
been asked of it.

The UMW has invested $27, 500, 000 in the
hospitals but says it will sell them for $9, 500-00- 0.

Roosevelt says the union has not justified
its price.

Pool and park open

The Whitesburg municipal
swimming pool and the minia-
ture golf course at the city park
are now open.

The pool will be open from
1 to 6 p. m. daily and the golf
course will be open from 1 to 11
p. m.

Whitesburg High School Foot-
ball Coach Gardner Bates is in
charge of pool operations this
year.

Season tickets to the pool are
available at a cost pf $5 for one
person; $10 for two persons,
$12. 50 for three persons and $15
for four or more.

Historical sidelights told
day at separate churchhouses of the Old Regular
Baptist denomination. At one time the
preached together from the same plattorm,

Mrs, Bentley showed a picture of "Doc" Tay-
lor, the prototype for The Red Fox in John Fox's
novel, 'Trail of the Lonesome Pine. " Taylor,
a convicted killer, had a large bushy red beard,
and he reportedly said that if ne were hanged he
would "rise from the dead in three days preach-
ing."

An early industry of great importance to
Whitesburg involved a salt well which was lo-

cated under what is now the foundation wall of
the Alene Theater on the bank of the Kentucky
River here. In 1859 a half-inter-est in this lu-

crative business was sold to Shadrach Hogg by
Hi ram Hogg for $400. The salt water was
poured into large kettles and boiled down to
obtain the salt which was so necessary and then
so precious to the people. Most of tne availa-bt- e

supply of wood was cut down in a wide cir-
cle' about the neighborhood to keep the kettles
boiling, Mrs. Bentley said.

Samuel Francis was the first sheriff of Letcher
County, Nathanael Collins the first county judge
and Hiram Hogg the first jailer. They were

in 1843.
The first divorce granted in the county was in

1848 to Henry Caudill from Jane CaudilL A

court order of 1854 allows the payment of 50
per head or scalp for 31 wildcats, and an 1866
court order shows that two Hall children were
bound out .by their parents for a period of servi-
tude in other families.

In 1875 there were only five postoffices in
what is now Letcher and Knott Counties. These
were Rosedale on the road between Whitesburg
and Wise; Partridge on the way to Harlan,
Rockhouse (now Colson); Indian Bottom near
Blackey, and McPherson, now Hindman.

The study group to which Mrs. Bentley spoke
meets the first Monday of each month at the li-

brary. Members are now studying Kentucky
history and authors. The next meeting will be
at 7:30 p. m. Monday, July 1. It and the fol-
lowing two sessions will be devoted to a study
of "The Kentucky, " a hiatory of the Kentucky
River by Dr. Thomas D. Clark of Lexington.
Mrs. Harry Caudill, library chairman for the
Whitesburg Woman's Club, is leader of the dis-
cussion sessions. The meetings are open to any
interested persons.

The church is asking for money to buy the en-
tire chain, but reportedly its recent negotiations
with ARA have centered on a request tor a grant
of $4, 000, 000 to buy five hospitals in Ken-

tucky, including the one at Whitesburg.
The church also wants to buy the other UMW

hospitals, located in Virginia and West Virgh-i- a,

but there apparently is some question as to
ARA's power to make a grant to oover the pur-
chase since there would be other hospital facil-
ities available there even if the UMW group
should close.

Gov. Bert Combs of Kentucky had announced
earlier this week he would call a special session
of the legislature this month to expand state aid
for hospital patients, but he delayed the call
when negotiations were reported stalled in
Washington.

Locally, officials were urging residents to wire
their Congressmen and the ARA asking for some
action to keep the hospitals in operation.

The union announced last fall it would close
the hospitals July 1, then delayed the closing
until Oct. 1 when the possibility of selling them
to the Presbyterians arose.

Clinic response poor
une number of persons who

took advantage of the Sabin oral
polio vaccine program here fell
far short of the 80 per cent of
the population needed to free
Letcher County of polio. County
Health Officer R. D. Collins
said today.

Dr. Collins said a total of
10, 850 doses was given during
the series of three clinics.

That would be three doses for
3, 617 persons out of the total
population of 30, 000.

Dr. Collins said the cost ot
the vaccine was $1,858.04.
Contributions by persons re-

ceiving it amounted to a total
of" $1,028.71, he said. The
contributions were voluntary,
and persons who could not af-
ford to pay receivedthe vaccine
anyway.

Dr. Collins thanked the Letcher
County Medical Society for
sponsoring the clinics, school
superintendents Le Johnson and

(Continued on Page 11)

dLr CK MAGIC--Ver- y strange indeed is this plant which bloomed
recently at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Ammerman in Whites-
burg. The plant, known as a "voodoo lily," has a maroon -- colored
blossom shaped like that of a calla lily or caladium. The plant it-

self is about three feet tall, and the blossom is nearly two teet long.
The odor of the bloom can be described as similar to that of a dead
animal, and the blossom attracts swirms of green fliesand lots of
nose-holdi- ng spectators. The Ammermans received the lily bulb
'in the mail from a friend. (Eagle photo).


