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CENTURY OLD

Letter Written In 1808 By Nephew of One

The Signers of Declaration of

Independence.

of

PROPERTY OF MR. J. G. DAVIS.

The following communication was
sent to The Jeffersonian by Miss Car
rie Hardin, of this place:

Probably Jeffersontownhas as many
interesting relics of various kinds as
any town of its size in Kentucky.
Pictures, clocks, tables, bureaus and
furniture of every description is to be
found here, and 1, myself, possess
several books that are over one hun-

dred vears old. Perhaps the most
interesting relic to the majority of
people would be the small oil paint-
ing owned by Mr. J. G. Davis, the
portrait of his great uncle, Josiah
Hewes, one of the signers of the
Declaration of Independence, July 4,

1776. Mr. Davis also possesses a letter
written by Mr. Hewes' nephew, just
one hundred years ago, in 1808. The
letter is printed below:

Oct. 6, 1808.

Dear Cousin:
You commenced your kind letter in

as formally polite a manner, (if I may
ss express myself) as if you were ad-

dressing a very great connoisseur in
the art of letter writing. I would in
very plain terms declare that I do
not deserve the least portion of the
nattering commendations your polite-

ness bestows on me; but I doubt not
the general tenor of my letters will
obviate the necessity of my making
so pointed a declaration.

You say you expect to derive much
pleasure and advantage from a cor-

respondence with me; it shall cer-

tainly be my greatest pleasure to
make my letters as pleasing to you as
Is in my power, but I do not nourish
the error eous thought that you will
deriv any edification therefrom. I
have followed your example in pre-

facing a letter, so I will now
mence bv informing vou. I am verv
'happy to find you are not naturally of
the doleful order; I think therefore
you sin against light and knowledge
if you give the least encouragement
to so baneful a disposition for this
mental sickness is, I think, equally as
distressing as bodily affliction, with-
out having the the poor alleviation of
commiseration. You should not be
depressed by thinking of the past,
but endeavor to derive happiness by

. anticipating the pleasure which is
still in reserve for you. But this ad-

vice from me, (pardon the smile,) is
somewhat like satan correcting sin;
for I, myself, am too apt to take ret-
rospective view, which never afford
me any satisfaction.

I thank you for your good wishes re-

specting the increase of my fortune:
as to the wife, I have given over all
thought of advertising in that way.
You may judge from my using the
word advertising that I suppose there
is a chance of getting a bad, as likely
as a good wife, (pardon me in the
name of some of your sex.) I think
the chance in favor of stumbling on a
bad one, is about three to one, and as
your loving cousin has nothing very
fascinating either in person, face or
manner, if peradventure I should fix
my affections on one of the good kind,
I think it very possible she might tell
me I did not suit her, and then you
know I should be what is called crossed
in love, and to compete the tragic
comedy, must shoot, hang or drown
myself, which God forbid! for you
must suppose it would be monstrous
hard, after having enjoyed but half
the comforts of this life, to go hence
to receive the reward of a suicide.

Now, as you 3ay, for .your turn
upon my faith, coz, you have adduced
powerful arguments in favor of a
young lady's getting married as soon
as she can, and why will you not sub-

scribe to your own doctrine; I doubt

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISInl

Advertisements under this head One
i, word. No ad taken for less than 10c.

Cent

Wasted A grirl to do general work. Mrs.
D. C. Bkttison. Prosi ect, Ky. 22-t- f.

For Sale 400 pounds of yellow
onion seed. Chas. Pound, Jefferson-town- ,

Ky. 31-- 4

FOR Sale 25 full blood S. C. White
Leghorn Cockerals. J. A. Kern, box
89, Route 15, Jefferscntown, Ky. 31-- 2

For Rent or Sale Four room
cottage in Jeffeisontown: Tenant
house on my place near Jeffersontown;
Furnish party work; Want hand to
cut logs and grub. 100 ricks of cut
lumber for sale. J. C. Bruce, Jeffer-sontow- n,

Ky.

The Jeffersonian
not but vou have both reason and
judgment enough to know a good
from an ordinary lover; I hope when
the good one offers, you will not be so
hard hearted as to give the signal for
him to commit the beforementioned
horrid crime. You seem to be some-

what with the thought of becoming
an old maid; for God's sake! do not
wish to increase the already over-
grown number! for you certainly must
know th re is no credit in becoming
one of that venerable order.

You say I have two cousins of very
oppsosite dispositions,one having often
been in love, the other never; but let
the one that has never been in love
have a care, for I predict when she
does fall in love it will be more seri
ous than she is aware of: so look
sharp, M. A., we have not heard from
Phil for some time. I sincerely hope
all our friends there are in good
health. Bennington has been as neg
lectful of me as if his time was con
stantly employed in writing loving
acrostic to his fair dulcina.

Cousin Mary G. I do not know much
of, but hope some clever fellow may
fix her tickle fancy. Mother and sis-

ters are all in good health. I think
it probable Sally will shortly increase
her family in a very natural way
Mary's intended York-fello- w is under
the direction of neptune; we hope
however, he will come before long.

This letter 1 send by one of your
countrymen who I happened to meet
with on the wharf. As he was going
direct to Edenton, and I not having
much to do at the time I doubt not
but you will think my time tolerably
well employed in answering your af-

fectionate favor of 12th, Augt., which
having done, I will now conclude by
assuring you I am with great respect
for your amiable goodness, your af
fectionate cousin,

Josiah H. Davis.

PROGRAM

Of the Annual Meeting of the Kentucky State

Horticultural Society to Be Held

January 28-2- 9.

The fifty-thir- d annual meeting of
the Kentucky State Horticultural
Society, of which M. F. Johnson, of
Fern Creek, is president, will be held
atWestPointJanuary28and 29, 1908.

Horticulture is of vital importance
to the people of Jefferson county and
as this meeting is open and free to
everybody it should be well attended
Insects and fungus diseases are ruin-
ing the orchards of the county and
the orchardists do not seem to know
what to do. Every fruit grower in
the county ought to hear Prof. Gar-ma-n,

Mr. Scheible and others, who
will speak on this subject.

The program follows:

Invocation.
Welcome Address.
Response, Hon. Wm. Cook.
President's Report, M. F. Johnson,

Buechel, Ky.
"The Necessity of Spraying and

How to do it," Prof. H. Garman.
' "The Benefit Derived from Spray-

ing," G. C. Scheible.
"How to Grow the most Perfect

Fruit," T. L. Button.
"The Outlook for Commercial Or-

charding in Kentucky."
a. "In the Ohio Valley," Geo.

Baldwin.
b. "In Eastern Kentucky," W.

Kane.
c. "In Western Kentucky," G.

T.

T.

N.
McGrew.

d. "In Central Kentucky," Bos well
Fox.

e. "In the Pennyrile," F. N.
Downer.

"Small Fruits Best Varieties and
how to Grow Them."

a. "Strawberries and Dewberries,"
Jas. H. Bates, Buechel, Ky.

b. "Blackberries and Raspber-
ries,'' N. B. Johnson, Jeffersontown.

"Varieties of Peaches that Do Best
and How toGrowThem," A. E. Funk.

"Grapes Best Varieties and How
to Grow Them," Col. B. H. Young.

"How the State Fair Can Help Hor-

ticulture," Phil T. Allin.
"The Apiary and its Relation to

the Orchard," Wm. Cook.
"Pruning and Cultivation of the

Orchard," Harry Rahm.
"Origin and History of the Ben

Davis," W. J. Lee.
"Fruit as a Food, and Its Effect

Upon the Health," Dr. C. Z. Aud.
"Cherries Varieties and Manage-

ment," Dr. J.
"Pears for Kentucky," J. C. Hawes,

Buechel, Ky.
"Fruits for the Home and to Spare,"

Edward Stovall. &

"Edible ;Nuts of Kentucky," Judgeflove
Jas. Montgomery.

"Hardv Plants and Flowers for
Farmers" Homes," H. F. Hillenmeyer.

"Reasons for the Decline in Fruit
Gro wing in Hardin County, Jesse L.
Talbott.

J EFFERSONTOWN, JEFFERSON COUNTY, KY.

INTERESTING

Letter From Elvira Sydnor Miller Some

the Troubles of Professional

Singnrs.

of

WHAT IS CHIARA OBSCURA?

Editor The Jeffersonian.
A book agent came to me one day

last week "What is a chiara ?"

she asked pevishly. "A chiara
obscura," I replied, is an Italian word
meaning light and shade. Why?

"Oh, dear me," she sighed, I
thought it was something like a
picture, or prize or something for
nothing. You see I am selling a book
and dropped in to see a friend at the
Gait House. While we were talking
a young woman came in who was well
to do and quite a society girl. I
thought, now is my chance, I will sell
her this book. So I walked up and
showed it to her, telling her how
cheap it was, what a fine work of art
and a lot of other things. She took
it, glanced over the pages and then
asked disdainfully, "Well, where is
the chiara obscura? I can not buy it
without it."

"Of course I was knocked out. I had
never heard of the word and did not
know what to say, and didn't wish to
show my ignorance. I told her I
would go and get it, though, and now
you say it is light and shade, and
how am I to obtain them?"

Then it dawned upon her that the
society girl had either put her off
with a big bluff, or that she had been
trying to faze her with a large F.

I know though that this society girl
would"nt know chiara obscura if
he met it in the. middle of the road

with its Dago name on its visiting
card. I doubt, too, that she knew
how to pronounce it aright, but she
got off from buying the book all the
same, and in this respect, smartness
got ahead of language, and that's
what she was after.

The widower's way. the widower's way.
Would turn a singflg?happie gray--He

has Dan CupHrto command.
He kisses, hugs and holds a hand.
He doesn't lose time, so they say.
No, that is not the widower's way.

The widower's way so runs the rhyme
He courts a woman against time.
While bachelors' talk he's making hay
The girls all like the widower's way.

The dudes all groan when girls display
This weakness for the widower's way,
His swift love making seems completer
Than their slow courtship In long metre,
He knows a woman's nay, means yea.
So things all come the widower's way.

Some of the professional singers
who are often asked to sing at fun
erals are raising sand over the man-
ner in which they are treated by
many of the bereaved. As a rule the
singers are called up over the tele-
phone by some member of the family
and asked to sing often a quartette
is desired and the first vocalist inter-vieve- d

is left to go out and chase
three other singers who naturally
look to her for their pay.

And this is where the t rouble comes
in there is no hxed sum, the matter
being left to the generosity of the
family, but tec dollars is the figure
expected by the singer, if she is of
any prominence. Those who do the
thing up in style call at the house of
the vocalist as soon after the funeral
as possible and present the lady with

neat pocketbook containing her
money and a note of thanks some
merely send a check and note of
thanks, others send neither, but take
it as a matter of course and howl
when a bill is presented. These are
generally the rich they seem to
fancy that a singer goes to funerals
for health, and while they would not
question the undertaker's bill, they
try to beat the vocalist who makes
her singing as much a matter of sup-

port as the former. One leading vo
calist had to send her bill twice to a
rich society weman and was then told
that she thought that five dollars was
about the price People should ask
the terms in advance and then deter-
mine whether the figure suits them or
not if they want first-clas- s singers
let them pay hrst-cla- ss prices dr sing
themselves. There is no fun going to
funerals, wearing our best clothes,
after rehearsing for an hour or more
or chasing around town hunting other
singers to make up a quartette. Peo-

ple surely do flatter themselves if
they fancy the vocalist does this for

A society woman, who was visiting
in the county, had an amusing exper-

ience with th; hired girl recently.
Taking advantage of a sale of marked

up shirt waists- she rushed into the
city and bought half a dozen very
handsome white waists. By some
mistake her selections were not sent
her, for whereas she had, purchased
those which had fastened in front
the clerk had tied up six which but
toned up the back, like the old song,
The lady Is- - very plump and pretty,
though not in her first youth, and
when she tried to fasten waist num
ber one it proved an awkward and
tiresome job. Her husband was not
near to assist her with a buttonhook,
like a shepherd's crook, so she called
in the hired girl of the house and in
vited her to do the job.

"I hate to trouble you," she said
sweetly, "and had I known in time the
shirt waists buttoned up the back, I
would not have taken them."

"Loe, maam, you needn't bother
about that," said the hired lady com-

fortingly, "why ladies seventy years
old wears 'em, so you needn't mind."

It was a good joke on her and as the
married woman told her hubby who
told it to some of his friends, and they
are now trying to settle whether the
shirt waist with, peek-a-bo- o trimmings
and buttoned up the back should stop
at the seventy-year-ol- d limit, or under
that age.

Elvira Sydnob Miller.

AN OLD DARKEY

Writes Letter to His Former "Boss' " Family
and asks For Hog Jowl as

Christmas Present.

The following letter was written by
an old-tim- e darkey to Miss Olivia
Owings, of this place, and as it was
written in such a quaint style, it will
doubtless prove interesting to our
many readers:

Scottsville, Dec. 13th, '07.
Miss Olivia Owens: to you and the

late MissLueaze: Remember, Christ-
mas is at hand. Send me one of your
father's hog joels or something. I
was so anxious to see you and Lueaz
when I was there but you was off stud-ie-n

syntax and etymolegy. But if I
am not lucky enough to see you all
again soon, have a place for me in
June or May, for I am going f?o come
and work around there for money.
Tell Boss and Miss tha treated me
very nice in letting Kate have $2, so
if I to see that I could not pay him
otherwise in a few months I would
write him to send me a ticket to come
and be with you all 2 or 3 weeks.
Boss, I can sit cross legged and look
at all of you in the frame groop.

Miss Lueaze, you and all must write
me for all ways want to hear of you
all. Tell Miss and Boss not to forget
me and if you have some painting for
me or white washing. Write me,

am doing nicely. Yours in Christ,
G. W. C.

-
PREST0NIA

Jan. 14. Mr. Coons, of Louisville,
has rented the cottage of J. W. Gil
more.

Mr. and Mrs. Proal, of Parkland,
have moved to a farm here.

Lindsey Cooper, oldest son of Dr. C

A. Cooper, is quite ill of pneumonia.
R. A. Zahn filleh his appointment

at Oak Grove Sunday.
Georire Zitrler, of Louisville, was a

guest of J. Gallagher Sunday.
Mrs. Matthews, of Louisville, was a

guest of her sister. Mrs. B. Shumaker,
Friday.

Orville J. Stivers spentSaturday and
Sunday with his parents near here.

Miss Laura Scott spent last week in
Louisville with relatives.

Mrs. J. M. Gilmore spent Wednesday
with her father, J. W. Jackson, of
Bullitt county.

A. L Priest is convalescing after
a weeks illness.
Beckley Bros, have leased the Nelson
place on Poplar Level pike and have
moved to it.

H. L Getley, of Louisville, was a
guest of J. W. Gilmore Sunday.

Eld. G. Shanks, of Portland,
preached an interesting sermon at F.

street church Sunday.
J. T. Sackson returned to his home

in Lexington Friday after a week's
visit to his father and other relatives
near here.

Miss Martha Whitesides, of Elka-bethtow- n,

is a guest of the Misses
Young.

J. W. Kennedy, accompanied by his
sister and brother-in-la- Emory Low,

and wife, left Wednesday for Florida,
to spend the winter.

Misses May Hedges and Joetta
Smith, of Heburn, were guests this
week of the former's sister Mrs. Joe
Burks.

Mr. and Mrs. James Wallace, of
Louisville, have moved to the Wallace
farm near Okalona.

D. F. Burks attended the fuueral of
his relative, Samuel D. Burks, at He-

bron Sunday morning at 10, a. m.

CENTURY

Mark Almost Reached By John Francis Coons,

Who Passes Away at Age of

Almost 96 Years.

GREAT LOSS TO COMMUNITY.

' Harrod's Creek, Jan. 13. John
Francis Coons, the oldest resident of
this community and one of the oldest
in the county, died at his home near
Prospect on Wednesday evening,, the
8th instant, aged 95 years, 10 months
and 3 days, he having been born in
Fayette county, March 5, 1812.

Mr. Coons had always been an in-

dustrious and prosperous farmer, and
had lived on the farm where he died
for over half a century. He had al-

ways possessed a retentive memory
and could tell many interesting
stories of the early days of Kentucky's
history. His wife, who was born on
February 23, 1808, preceded him to
the grave by sixteen years.

He leaves six great-grandchildre- n,

James, John, Percy and Lucien Har-
din, Mrs. Ed Moody and Miss Eva
Hardin, and five great-great-gran- d

children, all of whom were living with
Mr. Coons at the time of his death,
except Mr. and Mrs. Moody, who live
in Louisville.

The funeral services were conduct
ed at the Prospect Christian church
on Friday morning at 10 o'clock, by
the Rev. John Rule, of Goshen.

The pall bearers were Messrs. T. J.
Steele, Wm. F. Shirley, H. F. Harts- -

field, W. S. Kemp, Hall Wilhoyte and
Albert S. Wilhoyte. The interment
was in Cave Hill.

GOOD WOMAN

Passes Away at Okolona Mrs. Martha
man Succombs to Pneumonia,

Far- -

Okolona, Jan. 13. The many
friends of Mrs. Martha Farman re
gretted to hear of her death, of pneu-
monia, Jan. 9th. She was sixty-seve- n

years of age, and had lived for years
in this community: being much be-

loved by all for the kindly charitable
an Christian qualities- - which she so
happily pojs.'ssed and It stowed upon
all with whom she came in contact.

She is survived by four daughters,
Misses Tillie, Emma, Ella and Anna
Farman: two sisters, Miss Sue Logs-de- n

and Mrs. Mamie Noonan, of Lou-

isville: and one brother, Joe Logsdon,
Sr., all of whom have the sympathy
of the entire community in their be-

reavement. Funeral services were
conducted at the Clay Street Catholic
church and the interment in the St.
Louis cemetery.

EASTWOOD

Jan. 13. W. B. Blackwell is on the
sick list.

MissIary Sturgeon has returned
home after a visit to her cousin,
Miss Lelia Sturgeon, of Long Run.

James Beckley visited relatives in
Louisville last wee'k.

Misses Maude Runyon and Sue
Blackwell spent Thursday with their
aunt, Miss Lizzie Pearce near here.

Alfred Fredrick is quite ill at the
home of Robert Sturgeon.

Misses Kate and Mary Sturgeon
will entertain the Long Run club at
their home Saturday night.

Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Pearce have
moved to the Proctor place.

Mrs. Dale Pearce visited Mrs. Earl
Pearce last week.

Misses Sue and Mary Blackwell
entertained their "Euchre" Club last
Wednesday night. About twenty--

hve were present, the ladies' prize
won by Miss Catherine Abhott, the
gentlemens' by Laurence Waters,

Thursday January 16, 1908.

(and the consolation by Miss Edythe
Sturgeon. The club will be enter-
tained by Miss. Nellie Bornhauser, of
Middletown, Wednesday night, Jan.
22.

Mrs. E. B. Wright, of Lexington,
has returned to her home after a
short visit to. her sister, Mrs. Omer
Jones.

Mrs. Catherine Malone, who has
been quite LL1 for some time, is some
better.

The neighborhood prayer meeting
met with Mrs. Julia Isaac last Thurs-
day night and will meet with Capt.
Geo. W. Beckley next Thursday
night.

Little Hampton Pearce has spent
this ,week with his grand-mothe- r,

Mrs. A. J. Sturgeon.
Mr. and Mrs. E. C. Hegan have

gone to Louisville and will spend the
winter at the "Seelbach."

M rs. Wilber Blackwell and son.
William, Jr., visited Mrs. A. W.
Jon.es, of Louisvill, last week.

Mr. and Mrs. F. F. Pearce enter-
tained the euchre club at their home
near here last Saturday night.

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Beckley and
daughter, Elizabeth Wellman, spent
Sunday with Mr. and Mrs. Geo. W.
Beckley.

Mrs. B. F. Pearcy and children
visited friends in Louisville last
week.

Little Lucian Funk has returned to
his home in Louisville after spending
two weeks with his cousin, Louis
Newhill.

Mr. and Mrs. L. D. Pearce are
visiting Mrs. Pearce 's mother. Mrs.
A. J. Sturgeon.

Chas.

HARROD'S CREEK

Stilger Has Contract For Putting

Screening on the River Road.

Jan. 14.
Messrs Carl and Frank Hoagland.

of Prospect, attended church in
Louisville Sunday.

Ex-Sher- J. D. Barbour, of Louis-
ville, visited J, B. Sluriey, on Sun-

day.
Rev. David Hartsfield is spending

a few days with his brother, H. F.
Hartsfield. near Prospect.

Chas. StiJger, Superintendent of
the Florida Heights Rock Crusher,
has the contract for putting screen-
ings on the River Road from the
Harrod's creek bridge to the county
line of Oldham county. This part of
the road has been covered with
coarse rock by Contractor Wheeler
Carfield, but as the bridge was in
such bad condition that the steam
roller could not cross it, the road
was left unfinished. Now the timbers
of the bridge are all new and the
work will be completed.

HARROD'S CREEK.
R. F. P. Ho, ,

Jan. 10. Miss Jane Barrickmann
spent Thursday night with Miss Laura
Tyler.

Dr. David Hartsfield of Elizabeth- -

town, spent the week-en- d with C. E.

Hunt and family.
Miss Birdie Broyles, who has been

visiting her sister, Mrs. Guthrie Oli-

ver at Ttica, Ind., has returned home.
Mr. and Mrs. Clay Johnson, spent

several days last week with Mrs. Or-

lando Johnson.
Mrs. S. E. Hoke and daughter, Bet-ti- e,

entertained Mrs. Belle Rosson

and Miss Bertie Broyles, Eriday after-
noon.

Mrs. C. E., Hunt and Miss Fanny-Peyton-
,

were the guests of Mrs. Jen-

nie Hibbs this week.
Mrs. Henry Mitchell Sr., and Mrs.

Harry Mitchell visited Mrs. Alonzo
Broyles Wednesday.

J. D. Barbour, is spending trie weeK- -

end with Dr.
ily.

W. W. Hobson and

Mattie Monks spent last
day with Mrs. Martha Broyles.

John Woerner has left the infirma-
ry and is at the Capitol Hotel.

Richard Chamberlain, after spend-
ing several weeks with his parents,
has left for Alabama.

THE RECENT HARD TIMES t
Show the value of doing business in a bank, as it extends a line of to those
who would otherwise be embarrassed in trying- to meet their obligations. The
Jefferson County Bank has cared for all of its customers and many others who
needed financial assistance that '.hey could not secure from any other source.
We make it a special point to care for our customers at all times, and the deposi-

tors at our bank nave every assurance of cared for no how hard
the times get. Become one our patrons by opening an account with us and you

will never regret it. Our methods are our policy liberal, and we safe-

guard the interests of all who with us. Four per cent on time de-

posits. Safety Deposit Boxes for rent. Come and see us. We will please you.
Call for oneofour little pamphlets, "Banking Made Plain."

H. N. REUBELT, President. WM. H. AMES, Cashier.
JOHN J. McHENRY, Vice President.

Jefferson County
JEFFERSONTOWN, KY.
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