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Jailer charged with contempt

Bobby Stone

Stone will be removed from office if convicted
By Fred Petke

The Winchester Sun

Clark County Jailer Bobby Stone is
already facing contempt of court
charges after two prisoners were
released prematurely, but may be
facing other charges that would
remove him from office.

Wednesday afternoon, Clark Dis-
trict Judges Earl-Ray Neal and
Brandy Oliver Brown gave notice
that they would be pursuing malfea-
sance charges against Stone for two
instances where prisoners were
released against the orders of the
court. The charge is a misdemeanor,
but Stone will be removed from

office if he is convicted.
The new contempt charges come

three months after Stone was fined
for contempt for allowing non-jail
employees to take prisoners to Cen-
tral Baptist Church to be baptized.
Stone stipulated to probable cause
in that matter, and the $300 fine was
probated for one year provided he

follow the court’s orders.
Wednesday afternoon, Neal had

already scheduled two trials, one for
each contempt case, before giving
notice of his own charges. Brown
and Neal then recused themselves
from the pending contempt matters,
along with Clark District Judge

V-I-C-T-O-R-Y
Grissam wins Hannah McClure spelling bee

By Fred Petke
The Winchester Sun

Six months after a crash on Colby Road
killed one passenger and seriously injured
another, the driver waived the charges to
the grand jury.

Robert Deskins, of 203 Cherokee Drive,
was already facing a driving under the influ-
ence charge from the August 2010 crash,
but was charged with murder, first-degree
assault and first-degree wanton endanger-
ment in December. 

Deskins was allegedly intoxicated and
behind the wheel of a Toyota Camry when it
crashed into a tree. Kyle Rupard, a passen-
ger, was killed while Deskins and Justin
Sammons, another passenger, were serious-
ly injured. A third passenger, Derrick Good-
man, was treated and released that night.

Both Rupard and Sammons were wearing
their seat belts incorrectly, Clark County

Sheriff Berl Perdue Jr. said at the time,
which contributed to their injuries.

Wednesday afternoon, Deskins appeared
in Clark District Court and, through his
attorney, waived his right to a preliminary
hearing. Deskins was allowed to remain free
on a $40,000 property bond.

Deskins was arraigned in December, but
the preliminary hearing was scheduled for
Wednesday to allow for recovery time from a
medical procedure, Clark County Attorney
Brian Thomas said previously.

At the time of the crash, Perdue said
murder charges would be presented to the
grand jury for possible action, rather than
arresting Deskins. In December, Perdue
said they decided to file the charges after
conferring with prosecutors, and start it
through the legal process.

Contact Fred Petke at
fpetke@winchestersun.com.

Deskins murder case 
waived to grand jury

H
annah McClure School Elementary fifth-grad-
er Carlee Grissam correctly spelled “toddler”
and “theory” to take first place in the
school’s annual spelling bee for school coun-

selor and pronouncer Susan Hutchins, top photo. Lis-
tening was fourth-grader Nick Hounshell, background,
who was runner up in the bee. Grissam received a hug
from Maryann Mandola, school librarian, after winning
the bee, right photo. Both Grissam and Hounshell will
represent Hannah McClure during the Clark County
Spelling Bee to be held at 9:30 a.m. on Feb. 24 in the
auditorium at George Rogers Clark High School. 
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By Mike Wynn
The Winchester Sun

A residents’ group that was organized to
engage the public and disperse information
about a recently-halted power plant project
in southern Clark County will no longer
meet on a regular basis. 

Nick Comer, a spokesman for East Ken-
tucky Power Cooperative, said the Trapp
Advisory Group met Monday and decided to
discontinue its normal schedule now that
the cooperative plans to forgo the project. 

“What the group wanted to do going for-
ward was to meet basically once a year just
to update everybody and find out if there
are any questions or concerns in the com-
munity,” he said. 

East Kentucky Power organized the group
about five years ago as it was ramping up
plans to build a coal-fired, 278-megawatt
generating unit at J.K. Smith Station. 

The goal was to inform Trapp residents

about the project and address any concerns.
The group met about every six weeks and
drew about 20 attendees.

In November, East Kentucky Power
announced plans to nix the project, citing con-
cerns over volatile energy demand. The coop-
erative was also facing a series of financial

Power plant advisory group
discontinues regular forums

James Mann/jmann@winchestersun.com
In November, East Kentucky Power announced
plans to nix the Trapp plant project, citing
concerns over volatile energy demand.
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