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A sister of Kentucky Rural Roads
Commissioner Ted Marcum has
bought several large tracts of
landon Linefork Creek in Letch-
er County adjacent to Kingdom
Come State Park, records in the
Letcher County clerk's office re-

vealed today.
The land lies just below the

mouth of the caves high up on
Pine Mountain which are expect-
ed to be a major attraction as
the park is developed. If Line-fo- rk

Dam is built, as Sen. John
Sherman Cooper said here re-

cently it would be soon, the land
will be bordered on one side by a
state park and on the other by a
major lake, making it prime
property for tourist Industry

The sister is Mrs. Willie M.
Bjork of 860 Thornwood Lane,
Glenview, Cook County, 111.

She and her family have been
active in ownership and manage-
ment of the Cumberland tele-
phone companv for many years
and her son-in-l- and daughter
are Cumberland residents.

Mrs. Bjork told Letcher County
courthouse workers she is a first
cousin of Gov. Bert Combs. She
also is a sister of the former Mrs.
Posie Sebree, who served as
Combs's legal secretary when he
was a judge of the Court of Ap-

peals, and an aunt of David Se-

bree, attorney for the Kentucky
.Water Pollution Control Com-

mission.
Deeds on record in the county

clerk's office here show that last
October 18, Mrs. Bjork bought
two tracts of land on Linefork
from Ernest and Martha Hal-com- b.

One includes 75 acres,
the other 30 acres. Federal doc-

umentary tax stamps on the deed
show a purchase price of $6, 000,
or about $57 an acre. The usual
price for mountain land is $10
an" acre, but the tract contains
some bottom land, which gen-
erally sells for a higher price.
Records in the county tax com-
missioner's office show the land
was assessed for $870. Mrs.
Bjork told courthouse employees
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A 34-ye- ar --old Isom man was
sentenced to life
today after he pleaded guilty to
a charge of armed robbery in
Letcher Circuit Court.

He was Paul Collins, accused
in connection with the robbery
ofJ. C. Eversole of the Cumber-
land River area at pistol point
last Jan. 31.

A second defendant. Sunset
Joseph, will face trial on the
same charge in July, The two
were indicted jointly, but their
attorneys requested separate
trials, and the
elected to try Collins first The
robbery netted about $700. Ev-

ersole was struck on the head
with a soft drink bottfc in the
course of the robbery.

Indicted in connection with the
same case was Estill Galloway,
who is accused of being an ac-

cessory before and after the rob-

bery. Indictments against him
charge that he furnished the pis-

tol which was used and that he
disposed of it later.

All three were Indicted by the
April grand jury, which has just
completed its work.

The jury returned seven indict --

(Contlnued on rage lo)
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State official's sister buys land
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she planned to build a cabin to
et away from the hustle and
ustle of city life; she lives near

Chicago, where her husband
reportedly is chairman of the
board of a utilities firm.

Monday, Mrs. Bjork bought a --

nother large tract of land from
Gideon Halcomb of Cumberland.
The Halcomb land adjoins the
land she had bought previously
and also connects it with the
boundary of the state park. Hal-
comb told The Mountain Eagle
his land included 200 acres. The
deed which he signed and vhich
is on record in the clerk's office
shows that about 400 acres was
transferred to Mrs. Bjork. Tax
stamps showed a purchase price
of $8, 000, or from $20 to $40
an acre, depending on which es- -;

timate of acreage is right. The
tax commissioner's records list
the tract as containing about 166
acres.

Halcomb said the land he sold
"corners" the "water cave" on
Pine Mountain on the Linefork
side and extends along the lime

Hew fire laws urged
Stronger laws on forest fire

prevention and stricter enforce-
ment of present laws were urged
this weeK by the Upper Kentucky
River Development Association.

Meeting at Hdndman, the asso-

ciation adopted a resolution
calling on state and federal au-
thorities to push for laws requir-
ing strip-mi- ne operators and log-
gers to engage in good conserva-
tion practices.

Among the practices the asso-

ciation recommended were con-
struction of contuor roads to
mining and logging sites, plant-
ing of a suitable new tree for ev-
ery tree felled, and selective
cutting of timber rather than
wholesale removal.'

The group, which included
representatives from Knott, Per-
ry, Leslie and Letcher counties,
urged that penalties for violation

Newcomers
The Whitesburg Chamber of

Commerce said this week it
hopes residents of the Carr Creek
and Linefork sections who will
be flooded our of their homes by
new dams will move to Whites-
burg.

Chamber President Dee Dawa-ha- re

expressed belief that Whites-
burg should do everything in its
power to enoourage Carr Creek
and Linefork residents to move
here.

Dawahare said he wants to
make it clear to residents oi
both the Carr Creek and Linefork
sections that they would he wel-
come in Whitesburg, and that
the Chamber of Commerce would
help them in every way possible
to find places to live.

Dawahare said he realizes that
it will be a few years yet before
residents of either dam site are
forced to move but said hotb
Whitesburg and residents of the
two areas should look ahead and
start making plans.

fill

stone bench just below the mouth
of the other caves. Halcomb
said he understood there is some
dispute as to the ownership of
the "water cave, " from which
a stream flows down the moun-
tainside.

Mrs. Bjork's daughter, Mrs.
Bettye M. Pate of Cumberland,
has bought a tract of about three
acres from Mr. and Mrs. Ted
Crase for $2, 500. The land is
assessed by the Letcher County
tax commissioner's office for
$400; tax commissioner Vrecords
show it is unimproved.

The Pate land adjoins that
bought by Mrs. Bjork. Thus the
family apparently controls the
Letcher County approaches to the
.caves.

Last week, the state highway
department advertised for bids
for blacktopping of the Linefork
Road, Ky. 160, from Gordon
eastward 4.8 miles. The road
will end about a half mile on
"the Whitesburg side of Kingdom
Come High School. Residents of

(Continued on Page 16)

oi such laws be made stiff enough
to discourage violation and
called also for strict enforcement

It asked for stricter enforce-
ment of present forest-fi- re pre-

vention laws and called for an
increase in the number of forest
fire fighters, either paid or vol-

unteer, and a of
laws on burning of debris. It
termed the present system of
fire fighting inadequate.

The association also adopted a
resolution asking for more flood
control work in the counties
represented, and for dredging of
small streams as an immediate
flood control measure.

The members heard an explan-
ation of procedures for obtaining
government loans for business
and industrial expansion from
several state and federal agen-
cy representatives.

welcome
As a first step, Dawahare said,

the Chamber of Commerce wants
to make up a list of all the homes
or apartments for sale or rent in
the Whitesburg area, and it also

(Continued "on Page 16)

SOS AGAIN!

Nearly 5, 000 persons received
their first dose of Sabin Oral
Polio Vaccine recently in Letcher
County, but another 7, 000 need
to be immunized in order to

polio in the county,
the Letcher County Health De-

partment said today.
Type 3 vaccine will be given

at another series of clinics
throughout the county on April
28.

Persons who have not received
any vaccine yet should contact
the Health Department in Whites-
burg. The Vaccine is given by
mouth and involves no pain.
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County school
consolidation
plan complete

A consolidation plan which calls for three new grade schools, in-

cluding one at each end of Whitesburg, was proposed this week for
the Letcher County School system.
The plan was made by the State Department of Education. Supt.

of Schools Sanford Adams emphasized that it is only a guide for
planning of the local board and that the board does not'have to fol-
low it, although the state does have to approve any building pro-
gram set up by the board before it can be put into effect.

The plan recommends that when the grade schools are built, sub-
standard buildings on the Whitesburg campus should be razed and
the present grade school building should be remodeled for use as
high school classrooms. Adams said other state personnel earlier
had recommended that the board raze the high school building and
other substandard buildings and build new high school classrooms
connected to the new English building, with a lunchroom at the
end next to the present grade school. The school board has not dis-

cussed the consolidation plan.
The .plan approves the action the board took this week to build a

grade school at Cowan and an addition to the grade school at Eolia.
It gives them first priority on the construction schedule.

Tnen it sets up this order for other proposed construction it rec-
ommends:

1. Purchase of site for Kona-Millsto- ne School. (This is the third
new elementary school recommended. )

2. Construction of Kona-Millsto- ne school and purchase of West
Whitesburg Elementary site.

3. Construction of West Whitesburg Elementary and purchase of
East Whitesburg Elementary site.

4. Construction of East Whitesburg Elementary.
5. Construction of gymnasia at Fleming-Neo- n and Letcher high

schools.
Adams said he hopes the board of education will be able to buy

the Kona and East and West Whitesburg sites and start work on the
Kona and West Whitesburg schools during the 1963-0- 4 school year.
He said he has not yet made a full check into the board's bonding

Eotential after the current Eolia and Cowan projects are financed,
is hopeful it will permit awarding of contracts on the Kona

and West Whitesburg schools next year. The state has already
the Potter heirs' property at Kona as a site for the school

there and the urban renewal area in West Whitesburg as a site for
that school. The board has not chosen a site for the East Whitesburg
school yet.

Adams said there is a possibility the board may get a $90, 000
building fund windfall as'a result of the recent flood. Representa-
tives of the Office of Emergency Planning of the federal government
termed the Whitco and Lower Millstone schools total losses in the
flood, he said, and estimated the replacement cost at $45, 000 each.
The schoolsystem may elect to apply the money to new consolidat-
ed buildings rather than to rebuild the three-roo- m schools.

Here are the complete findings and recommendations of the survey
team, school by school:

EOLIA ELEMENTARY Present membership 258
The facilities at Eolia consist of 9 instructional rooms, one library

room, office and storage space. The boys and girls toilet, cafeter-
ia and kitchen are located in the basement.

It is recommended that Upper Cumberland, membership 73, be
consolidated with this center bringing the total membership to 331.

It is recommended that the boys and girls toilet be equipped with
mechanical ventilation and that a multi-purpo- se room appropriate
to the size of the school be constructed.

HEMPHILL ELEMENTARY Present membership 287
The facilities at Hemphill consist of 8 standard-classroom- s, 4 sub-

standard classrooms, library, offices and lunchroom facilities.
It is recommended that Little Creek, membership 17, be consoli-

dated with this center and that this school district be enlarged to re-

lieve the Fleming-Neo- n Grade School.
COLSON ELEMENTARY Present membership 429
This is a new school and present facilities are adequate.
It is recommended that Cow Branch, membership 109, be consol-

idated with this center or with the new West Whitesburg. Elementary
if they cannot be included at Colson.

CAMPBELL'S BRANCH ELEMENTARY Present membership 188
This is a new school and present facilities are adequate.
It is recommended that Elk Creek, membership 12, and Whitaker

(Upper Big Branch), membership 12, be consolidated at this school
as soon as roads permit.

BLACK EY ELEMENTARY Present membership 174
Although facilities at Blackey are not adequate, it is recommend-

ed that this center be continued until it can be consolidated with the
Letcher Elementary School.

LETCHER GRADE AND HIGH Present membership Elementary
367, High School 368

It is recommended that Blair Branch, membership 58; Doty, mem-
bership 37; Carbon Glow, membership 7; Carcassonne, membership
20, be consolidated with Letcher Elementary when roads and facili-
ties permit.

It is recommended that an industrial arts shop and gymnasium be
added to the high school facilities.

FLEMING-NEO- N ELEMENTARY AND HIGH SCHOOL--Prese- nt

membership Elementary 537 --High School 431
It is recommended that Haymond, membership 110, and Fleming

Colored, membership 30, be consolidated with the elementary
school when feasible.

It is recommended that an industrial arts shop and gymnaiium be
added to the high school facilities.

KINGDOM COME ELEMENTARY AND HIGH SCHOOL PreMat
membership Elementary 91 High School 153 .

The facilities consist of 12 classrooms Dim tome additional auxil- -
(Continued on Page 16)


