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Where Are They Now'l
Interview with a GEAR UP graduate
James Byrd is a sophomore at Georgetown
College. He graduated in 2011 from
Madison Central High School. He was a
participant in the 2005 Berea College GEAR
UP program.

Tell me about your college plans and
your career plans.
I plan to major in Spanish. I'm looking at
teaching high school. After I graduate, I'll
get my master's degree and teach Spanish
as a career.

What sparked your interest in Spanish?
I was planning on going for my
Commonwealth Diploma in high school,
and I had to take up to an AP-Ievel foreign
language. Spanish was the one that looked
the most interesting to me - French and
Latin didn't appeal to me. I went through
AP Spanish and learned a lot.

What do you enjoy about it?
At Georgetown we have a really diverse
population of students, and we have a
large number from South America. Being
able to talk to students in Spanish is cool.

Do you remember thinking about
college before the 8th grade?
Honestly, I'd never really thought about
college before then. Someone telling me
I was going to college was like someone
saying, "You're going to Mars."

When did you start planning for college?
In 8th grade, our GEARUP academic
specialist would come to talk to us.
Honestly, I thought, "College costs a lot of
money and I'll never get in. I'll never be
able to go." He talked to us about
scholarships and KEESmoney. He said our
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grades did matter. I began to think, "My
grades can get me into college."

When did you become excited about
college?
Through GEARUP,we started taking trips
to different colleges during my freshman
year of high school. I still wasn't extremely
excited about it then, because most of
the colleges were pretty big. What got me
really excited was visiting Georgetown
College right after my junior year in high
school. I knew where everything was and I
thought, "This is awesome."

What did you do in high school to get
ready for college?
I kept my grades up so I would have the
scholarships. I've known since 8th grade
that my GPAand ACT would get me into
college.

What was the most helpful advice you
remember getting?
GEARUP staff members told us to apply
to more than one school. I ended up

Avoid these common student
financial aid mistakes
Many parents and students end up
spending too much on college of some
very common mistakes made while
seeking financial aid. Follow these tips
from the Kentucky Higher Education
Assistance Authority (KHEAA) to make
sure you get the help you need.

Many students miss out on
money for college simply
because they do not apply for
it. Apply for every grant and
scholarship you can, since
you do not have to pay back
most grants and scholarships.

Even if you do not think you
will qualify for federal
student aid programs,
submit the Free Application
for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA).Many states and
colleges use the information
from the FAFSAto determine if

you are eligible for other aid programs.
Not filing may hurt your chances of getting
more free money for college.

Another common mistake is waiting until
the last minute to apply for financial aid.
Some programs have deadlines, while
others have limited funds. If you wait too

late, you may miss out.

If you need loans to help pay for
college, be a smart consumer.
Apply for federal student loans
before applying for private
loans. And since not all private
lenders offer the same rates
and benefits, be sure to
compare interest rates and
principal reduction incentives
before choosing a lender.

To find links to useful education
websites, visit www.gotocollege.
ky.gov.

applying to five or six schools. Also, apply
as early as possible. Once you get
accepted, then you fill out the forms to get
the most financial aid. I got my acceptance
letter in October of my senior year; then
I got on the website and found out what I
had to do to get financial aid.

Did you hear anything discouraging or
scary about going to college?
The biggest thing I was nervous about was
getting out from underneath my parents'
wings. You're out on your own and you
have a lot of responsibility.

Who played the biggest role in your
college decision-making process?
Definitely GEAR UP and family. I'm a first
generation college student. My mom
dropped out of college, and my dad does
drywall. They always say go to college and
get a good job - one where you use your
brains, not your back. GEAR UP explained
to me how I could get to college and how I
could do it cheap with scholarships.

How is college different than you
believed it would be?
There's a major step in the maturity level
of students from high school to college.
I've got more friends here than I ever did
in high school. The professors are really
personable. I'm in a class that has five
students in it. College is more laid back
than I expected it to be. On TV, you see
classes in an auditorium with a professor
lecturing. It's not like that here.

How is college the same as you believed
itwould be?
The classes are a lot more challenging in
college. In high school, I never had a lot of
homework. Now, I've got a lot. I went from
having almost no homework to having
homework the first day of every class.

How did GEARUP prepare you for
college?
Most people would go see their gUidance
counselor, but I'd go straight to my GEAR
UP academic specialist. He was someone
I could talk to anytime I had questions
about college. If it wasn't for the
scholarships GEARUP staff helped me get,
I wouldn't be at Georgetown. These
scholarships are paying for the majority of
my education.


