
LEXINGTON HERALD-LEADER  |  KENTUCKY.COM    TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2012  C8

Teen actor attacks his show,  
‘Two and a Half Men,’ as ‘filth’
The teenage actor who plays the half in the hit CBS comedy Two 

and a Half Men says it’s “filth” and through a video posted by a Chris-
tian church has urged viewers not to watch it.

Nineteen-year-old Angus T. Jones has been on 
the show since he was 10 but says he doesn’t want 
to be on it. He says, “Please stop watching it. Please 
stop filling your head with filth.”

The video was posted by the Forerunner Christian 
Church in California, where Jones says he went to 
meet his spiritual needs.

“People say it’s just entertainment,” Jones said, 
but “do some research on the effects of television 
and your brain, and I promise you you’ll have a 
decision to make when it comes to television, and 

especially with what you watch.”
Show producer Warner Bros. Television has no comment. CBS 

hasn’t responded to a request for comment left Monday.
The show stars Jon Cryer as Jones’ uptight dad and originally 

featured Charlie Sheen as his hedonistic philandering uncle, but Sheen 
was replaced by Ashton Kutcher.

Country star Owen gets Thanksgiving baby
Country singer Jake Owen is the proud daddy of a little baby girl, 

having welcomed his first child with wife Lacey Buchanan on Thanks-
giving Day.

“Today is the greatest day of my life,” he said on Twitter, sharing a 
picture of himself with his daughter. “Welcome Olive Pearl Owen. 6lbs 3 
oz Turkey Baby!!! Happy Thanksgiving.”

In sharing his and his wife’s excitement with People, he said through 
a rep, “We are looking forward to teaching Pearl everything we learned 
from our parents and also learning from her.”
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 Author Gail Sheehy is 75.  TV host Bill Nye 
 is 57.  Caroline Kennedy is 55.  Actor Fisher Stevens is 49. Actress 
Robin Givens is 48. Actor Michael Vartan is 44.  Rapper Twista is 40. 
Actor Jaleel White is 36.  Actress Alison Pill is 27.

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS:

Nov. 24: 
Powerball: 22-32-37-44-50 34
Jackpot: $325 million; no winner

Nov. 23: 
Mega Millions: 

8-37-44-47-48 27
Jackpot: $41 million; no winner

Nov. 26: Decades of Dollars:
17-19-27-35-40-44

Nov. 26: Day: Pick 3: 5-3-1
Pick 4: 4-6-5-5

Night: Pick 3: 6-5-9
Pick 4: 3-1-1-1

Cash Ball: 4-6-14-29 23
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 An influential advisory 
committee has given only 
lukewarm support to a gov-
ernment recommendation that 
all baby boomers be tested for 
hepatitis C.

In a draft opinion Monday, 
the U.S. Preventive Services 
Task Force said that clinicians 
may “consider offering” hepa-
titis C screening to adults 
born between 1945 and 1965.

That falls short of the rec-
ommendation made in August 
by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention that 
all adults in that age group 
should get a one-time test to 
see if they are infected.

The task force is made up 
of outside experts appointed 
by the government, and its 
recommendations can in 
some cases carry more weight 
than those of the CDC. Had 
hepatitis C screening for baby 
boomers received a stronger 
recommendation from the 
task force, health plans would 
have been required to pay for 
it under the 2010 Affordable 
Care Act, with no charge to 
the patient.

Some advocates of wider 
screening said they feared the 
new opinion would be used by 
insurers to deny reimburse-
ment for testing and would 
slow efforts to ferret out hid-
den cases of hepatitis C at a 

time when more effective and 
tolerable treatments are being 
developed.

The recommendat ion 
“could derail the hard work 
that the CDC has put in in 
proving the case that it’s 
smart for baby boomers to 
get a one-time hepatitis C 
test,” said Martha B. Saly, 
director of the National Viral 
Hepatitis Roundtable, a coali-
tion of more than 200 groups 
dedicated to eradicating hepa-
titis.

Some drug companies, 
which would benefit from 
wider screening, are associate 
members of the round table.

Dr. Kirsten Bibbins-Do-
mingo, of the University of 
California, San Francisco, and 
a member of the task force, 
said differences in the rec-
ommendations were merely a 
matter of degree.

“I would say our findings 
are compatible,” she said.

The CDC declined to com-
ment, saying the opinion was 
still a draft.

About 3 million Americans 
are infected with hepatitis C, 
but 45 percent to 85 percent 
of them do not know it, ac-
cording to the CDC. The vi-
rus can cause scarring of the 
liver and liver cancer, though 
typically not until decades 
after the initial infection, 
and not in everyone. About 
15,000 people a year die from 

hepatitis C.
The CDC used to recom-

mend screening only for peo-
ple most likely to be infected: 
intravenous drug users or 
people who got blood transfu-
sions before 1992 when test-
ing of donated blood for the 
virus began.

But a lot of cases were 
missed because people did 
not remember risky behaviors 
from decades ago or did not 
tell their doctors.

So in August the CDC 
recommended that all baby 
boomers be tested. Although 
only about 3 percent of this 
age group is infected, they 
account for about three quar-
ters of all cases. Screening 
them would detect more than 
800,000 infections, which 
could then potentially be 
treated, averting many cases 
of liver disease and about 
120,000 deaths.

But the task force said 
there were no clinical trials 
or studies directly proving 
that screening asymptomatic 
adults would reduce liver dis-
ease or deaths.

It noted that the CDC rec-
ommendation was based partly 
on computer models that might 
have overestimated how many 
people with hepatitis C would 
develop liver cirrhosis or die, 
and therefore overstating the 
number of cases or deaths that 
could be prevented. 

Panel lukewarm on 
hepatitis C screenings

By Andrew Pollack
The New York Times
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