
THE COURIER-JOURNAL | SATURDAY, APRIL 28, 2012 | B5METRO | courier-journal.comKY

Derby Festival’s BalloonFest
schedule in 2005. The competi-
tion began at 7 a.m. at Bowman
Field, with the wind taking the
balloons southwest.

The 30 “hound” balloons took
off from Bowman Field in pursuit
of the U.S. Bank balloon piloted
by Scott McClinton. McClinton
flew for a little more than 30 min-
utes before landing in an area off
National Turnpike.

Favorable wind conditions al-
lowed 19 of the pilots to make a
measurable toss of their bag of
Kentucky bluegrass seed near
the target, a giant vinyl U.S. Bank
“X.”

» First place: UAW Ford Ken-
tucky Truck Plant, Ray Donner,
8.26 feet.

» Second: Zappos.com, Char-
lie Hurst, 13.67 feet.

» Third: Kosair Children’s
Hospital, Tim Basey, 23.83 feet.

» Fourth: Shane Co., Chris
Spalding, 24.10 feet.

» Fifth: Tran Orthodontics,
Nick Donner, 29.25 feet.

The U.S. Bank Great Balloon
Tour and Glimmer events were
canceled Thursday because of
high winds.

Additional events on the Bal-
loonFest schedule include the
U.S. Bank Great Balloon Glow,
which was held Friday night at
the Kentucky Exposition Center,
and the U.S. Bank Great Balloon
Race at 7 a.m. today.

The Derby Festival Great Bal-
loonFest is sponsored by U.S.
Bank.

The U.S. Bank Derby Festival Great Balloon Rush Hour Race on Friday was the first of a two-part event that continues with this morning’s scheduled Great Balloon Race. The UAW Ford
Kentucky Truck Plant entry piloted by Ray Donner won Friday’s contest. BY AARON BORTON/SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURNAL

RACE: Ford entry in 1st place
Continued from Page B1

Before fans can marvel at the airborne contestants, Jerry Copas, from left, Spencer Copas and Brad Boroughs
do some of the work necessary to get a balloon ready for the race.

Rodney Zeller helps to keep a balloon earthbound.Balloons take shape in the early morning light on Friday.

ON THE WEB
To see a video and more photos, go
to courier-journal.com

INDIANAPOLIS — Even
if three Indiana girls were
just kidding around and
used emoticons and LOLs
when they discussed kill-
ing classmates on Face-
book, their talk still could
be considered cyberbully-
ing if it inflicted emotional
harm, experts say.

The American Civil Lib-
erties Union of Indiana
filed a federal lawsuit on
behalf of the eighth-grad-
ers this week, claiming the
Griffith Public Schools dis-
trict in northern Indiana vi-
olated the girls’ civil rights
when it expelled them on
the basis of a personal off-

campus conversation that
attorneys said shouldn’t
have been taken so serious-
ly.

The lawsuit filed in U.S.
District Court in Ham-
mond says any reasonable
person would have realized
the 14-year-olds’ banter
was in jest in part because
of the use of emoticons
such as smiley faces, hu-
morous online shorthand
such as “LOL” and “ROFL-
MAO,” and capital letters
that represent sarcasm.

“The legal analysis asks
whether a reasonable per-
son viewing the conversa-
tion would conclude that
the girls were about to in-
flict imminent harm. I
think the use of emoticons
and other forms of Inter-
net-speak are simply one
factor demonstrating that
that was not the case,”

ACLU attorney Gavin Rose
said in an email.

Regina Webb, the moth-
er of one of the classmates
who was the target of the
girls’ remarks, said Friday
she didn’t see any humor in
the Facebook thread,
which she printed out and
provided to the middle
school principal. Webb said
her 14-year-old daughter,
who is Facebook friends
with the girls, was afraid to
go to school for two days af-
ter the thread appeared.
She said other students
were whispering about her
daughter.

“When they’re talking
about putting someone in a
bathtub of acid and lighting
someone on fire … my
daughterbeingthe lastper-
son mentioned, I find noth-
ing funny about that,”
Webb said, calling the

thread “disturbing.”
She noted the girls dis-

cussed whether it would be
better to use a gun or a
knife to kill someone — and
how to cover up evidence.

“I just think that goes a
little beyond joking. To me,
that is calculated; that has
been thought about; that
has been planned,” Webb
said.

“We still see examples
of students using emoti-
cons like that even in actual
cyberbullying cases,” said
Justin Patchin, a criminal
justice professor at the
University of Wisconsin-
Eau Claire and co-director
of the Cyberbullying Re-
search Center. “My posi-
tion is it doesn’t matter if
they did use those emoti-
cons. … It doesn’t matter if
the intent was to joke
around. … If we look at the

content, would we be
threatened by it?”

Griffith school district
attorney Rhett Tauber de-
clined to comment.

“Cyberbullying is the
emotional harm — not that
they’re going to kill you but
that they’re talking about it
even in a joking way,” said
Parry Aftab, an attorney
and executive director of
Wiredsafety.org, a chil-
dren’s Internet safety
group.

Patchin agreed.
“It doesn’t necessarily

take an actual threat for the
school to get involved in
disciplining the students,”
he said. “If the target in this
case didn’t feel safe to be at
school, then the school has
the authority to take ac-
tion.”

Neither Patchin nor
Rose said they were aware

of any previous cases in
which the use of emoticons
was cited, though Aftab
said she had encountered
the strategy several times.
Patchin did cite a 2000
Pennsylvania case in which
the state Supreme Court
upheld the expulsion of a
student who created a web-
site that featured a dia-
gram depicting the decapi-
tation of a teacher, despite
his insistence that the con-
tent was a joke.

Both Patchin and Aftab
said another key issue was
whether the school district
overstepped its authority
by penalizing students for
off-campus, after-hours
speech. The U.S. Supreme
Court has yet to issue a
clear ruling on the bound-
aries of schools’ power to
regulate students’ online
speech, they said.

Will emoticon defense work in court?
Cyberbullying
led to expulsions
By Charles Wilson
Associated Press
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