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Hurstbourne zoning tiff
shows diversity is likely
only when pre-plann- ed

Lerby Highbaugh called off his
zoning lawyers two weeks ago and
gave In to angry residents of
Hurstbourne who opposed his plan
for more apartments near their
single-fami- ly homes.

The decision will reduce profits
for Mr. Highbaugh but, as he well
knows, no one worries much about
that. It obviously was worth the
loss to achieve peace In his own
neighborhood.

The Incident Is dramatic proof
of an Important point made else-
where In this week's edition by
George Clarke Martin, the An-

chorage man who Is the new pres-
ident of the National Association
of Home Builders.
Mr. Martin Is an advocate of

mixed neighborhoods that Is,
communities of several thousand
In which people of all ages and
Income . levels live near one
another. He sees the recent de-

velopment of the typical Ameri-
can city as a damaging polariza-
tion process which has created
distinct economic and social di-

visions. These divisions have in-

tensified in recent years, large-
ly because developers have not
had the vision and political lead-
ers have not had the courage
to plan diversity into new com-

munities.
Thus Hurstbourne, for example,

ha 8 been developed as a "pres-
tige" community where every-
one is basically from the same
healthy, wealthy and wise mold.
Those who now live In Hurst-

bourne have developed a loyalty
to the status quo which Is as
fierce as it is natural. If they
continue to have their way, Hurst-
bourne will remain a typically
homogeneous subdivision, albeit
larger than most.
Mr. Martin's point is that so

long as this sort of sameness is
designed into new housing devel

Never thought
A $500 fine for the Rolling Hills

Service Co., Inc. for creating an
odor violation of air pollution
standards wow! Somehow,
'after years of complaints from
the neighbors, after months of
runaround from the City-Coun- ty

Department of Health, after
countless attempts by news-
papers to get the polluters to
explain themselves in public and
after cynicism about the respon-
siveness of government some-
how we never though we'd see the
day.

But It happened last week and the
East End owes another debt of
gratitude to the best thing that's
happened to justice in this county
in years, our Ecology Court.
Brian Schaefer was the judge and
we've just joined his fan club.

Schaefer's decision to levy the
maximum fine will do much to
quench the rising flames of public
resentment against the four local
businessmen who own the Rolling
Hills Service Co. Three of the
four have thus far remained anon-

ymous. Only landscape architect
Campbell Miller of Anchorage is
publicly known as the head of the

. For Unsung Hero of the Week
we'd like to nominate Marinus
DeBruln, chef at the Standard
Country Club on Old Brownsboro
Road.
Chef DeBruln is dedicated to

producing fine food and he knows
that like other products, prepared
food may be subject to defects
from time to time. Unless a chef
Is Informed of problems with his
cooking, he has .no reliable way
of dealing with them, he says.
So what Mr. DeBruln proposes

Is for the American restaurant
goer at least radical action
designed to keep members of his
profession on their toes.
"Americans are bad complaln-ers- ,"

he says. "They don t send
the food back. They just don't go

opments, there will be no pro-
gress toward solving major so-

cial problems. Put another way. If
we keep building such ghettos
as Hurstbourne, we will only
perpetuate ghettos such as Ber-ryto- wn.

On the other hand, if new com-
munities are designed with some
homes priced for the rich, others
for the middle-inco- me families
and a few for the poor, then the
balance should help reduce the
damaging effects of ghetto life.

The trick, as Mr. Martin points
out, is to avoid letting the
wealthier homeowners become
entrenched before the mixing
process has had time to begin.
What we saw two weeks ago at the
Hurstbourne hearing was a fairly
sedate protest against some very
nice apartments planned near
some very nice houses. Just im-

agine the outcry if the plan had
called for 25 units of public hous-
ing tucked off in a corner of
Hurstbourne!
Yet that is the sort of decision

the leadership of this community
. must make soon. We must adopt
a deliberate policy for dispersal
of low-Inco- me families through-
out the county so that we will
someday stop creating larger and
larger ghettos full of the unedu-
cated, unwed and unemployed.
Some may say Mr. Martin has

come to this position in support
of economic Integration only after
himself developing several com-
munities characterized by their
own self-satisfi- ed sameness. And
so he has. But times and people
change and just now is it Is aw-

fully good to have a man of his
viewpoint moving into a position
of major influence.
Let's hope he soon can begin to

make some converts among East
End politicians and home

we'd see the day
firm. How ironic It is that a man
whose career has been spent
studying and designing more liv-

able worlds for his clients should
be head of a corporation which has
been making life miserable for
residents of Rolling Hills, and
destroying' one of nature's gifts.
While his corporation is the

primary culprit, it is painfully
obvious that the people who are
paid to protect the public against
private irresponsibility have
failed. The Department of Health
is at least as guilty as Campbell
Miller's corporation for closing
its eyes to clear violations of law
when the treatment plant was
operated by fellow bureaucrats at
the Metropolitan Sewer District.
It will satisfy the public tem-

porarily to have the charge of
operating a common nuisance
considered by the next Jefferson
County Grand Jury. But even if
that charge should stick, we still
are left with the same slothful
enforcement program which
created the Rolling Hills mess in
the first place.
That, it seems to us, should

command the equally close atten-
tion of the grand jury.

back to the restaurant. If they
don't complain, we never have
a chance to correct ourselves. I
love a serious complaint. It's
a chance to do better."
Both Chef DeBruin's diagnosis

and his prescripion are correct.
The evidence can be seen not only
in the mediocre quality of the
great mass of American eateries,
but in many other aspects of life.
Little by little we are learning,
however, that constructive com-
plaints can bring results. The
trouble is that in so many cases

from the Vietnam War to the
pollution of Goose Creek the
people with the power to make
changes aren't listening. They
ought to take a leaf from Marinus
DeBruin's recipe book.

Marinus DeBruin's recipe
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MARKERS show

Justin's

Travellers through the Lyndon area last
weekend along LaGrange Road parti-
cularly must have noticed that nearly
every utility pole and a lot of trees on
private property have been sprouting signs
advertising a number of new subdivisions

. of I Justin, Inc.
Like the elusive Midnight Skulker of a

comic strip, some representative of this
company has been busy all over the East
End. The result is a lot of dirt cheap
advertising for the company. What do they
care if they deface the landscape?. What'.,' r
do they care if the nails they use may
someday cause a utility lineman to slip

nan
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THE EDITOR

Reader praises

recent issues

Dear Editor;

I believe the Mirror Voice
week (Jan. 10-1- 1) are the
editions been out

on street since they have
printed their paper. More local
information is clear

has not forth from the
writers.

Robert F. DeVoe, Sr.
9815 Somerford Road

X

Dear Editor;

of the Jefferson Reporter
could not agree
editorial which points out to the
Courier Journal &.

despite their claims they are not
only newspapers In town.

non-Cour- ier

newspapers, including the South-sid- er

and Falrdale Citizen
we publish and, of course your

near Whipps

What do they If their card-
board away and litters the

they don't care much about
And obviously the utility

don't much either, or they
Justin, Inc. to court put

the practice.
suspect the public does when

builder so little of
he a of a

Lyndon with his signs.

do can let Justin know by calling
Ask for Howard Baum. He's
vice
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Waggener pupils

criticize Editor
Dear Editor:

'
We're students of Waggener

Junior High School. We don't think
it's very nice of you writing
nasty things about Mayor Bernard
Bowling. The only reason we read
The Voice is because we get it
free and we use It for Current
Events. Our parents always
taught us If we can't do better
ourselves don't talk about other
people. We don't believe you
would or could do a better job
than Mayor Bowling.

Signed by Donna West,
Linda Wright and 66 other
students

an

publications. The only one
as best we can tell,

Jefferson Reporter, which
largest paid circulation

we rate a "Beg Your

M. Conn,
Publisher, Jefferson Re-
porter

Bonnie Lane

Publisher cites

own
you omitted,
is the
has the
of all.

We think

Pardon."
Lewis
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Editor's note: Although the editorial did
not presume to list all Jefferson County
papers, we did not Intend to slight The
Reporter and hereby beg Mr. Conn's
pardon.

Mill.

Lyndon

omission
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aren't.
Thl3 Is the case v ' v ? r"

about Corrcssl:.. .1 r: "
. : : s

and a lot of folks are v.lll z :

It these days.
Most of the controversy ccr ;r3

around such things as cpenirj vp
ICongresslonal committee hear-
ings and electing committee
chairmen. Some steps in this
direction have already been taken
and more are in the wi.;d for thi3
93rd Congress.
As I have indicated, some pro-

posals for Congressional reform
are good unless someone in-

sists on carrying them to an ab-

surd extreme. For example, I
believe Congressional hearings
should be more open, and Con-
gress is moving toward that po-

sition.
But there are times when open

hearings could be positively
harmful. We think immediately of
matters dealing with national se- -
curity. There are obviously some
sensitive areas and subjects
which you can't afford to discuss

.openly because there are still
hose In the world who would take
advantage of such knowledge as
weapons against America.

Land speculation
But there are other sensitive

areas as well. To illustrate, if
a committee were discussing a
site for a flood control facility
or Just about any other public
work to broadcast the possi-
ble sites- - to be selected would
Invite speculation. Thus It Is In
our best Interests and the
best interests of the country
to discuss some things behind
closed doors.
As I said, there are some as-

pects of reform which are hardly
discussed at all. One of these
and one which I consider to be
important is the strength of
Congressional etz.it, Th.3 Feder-
al' goverhrr,:'r.t "!t ire rucricy 13

huge and far-flun- g. But the peo-

ple -- - rightly have a right to
demand that their elected Repre-
sentatives in Congress keep con-

trol over how the taxpayer's
money is spent.

Congress outmanned
As It is now, the legislative

branch is vastly outmanned. This
Is one of the reasons why Con-
gress cannot assert Itself as
much as It should. Congressional
committees must In a lot of
cases rely on bureaucrats for
their information. And as pro-
blems grow more and more com-
plex, this situation grows worse.
More staff on Congressional

committees would mean doing
a better Job of controlling the
bureaucracy In most cases -- - it
would mean doing a better job
for the people. And it would save
far more money In the long run.
I would hope that this aspect
will not be overlooked as we
consider Congressional reform.

I A correction I

In last week's editorial sup-

porting the construction of a rol-
ler skating rink in Camelot, It
was stated that an unnamed rink
In the Westport Road area was
closed because It was needed by
civil defense authorities. We
were misinformed. Joe Cough
reports the St. Matthews Roller
Rink at 113 North Sherrin Avenue
did not open on schedule this last
fall, but now Is open every Friday,
Saturday and Sunday.
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