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Community Schools:
an idea whose time
came 25 years ago

The Community School is an
idea whose time came more than
25 years ago in Flint, Michigan,
and has been adapted hundreds
of times since by school districts
in most parts of the nation.
It is tima we here in Jefferson

County gave it serious thought,
too.
In essence, a Community School

is a full-sca- le community re-
source open at all hours to
provide all ages with educational
and liesure-tim- e enrichment.

It Is a center for haves and have-not- s.

Intellectual and slow-witt- ed,

the active and the sedentary.
It is both a practical means
of getting things done and a val-
uable community symbol of the
fruits of human sharing.

The idea can be thought of as
no more than an efficient way to
use a public building after hours,
and thus make maximum use of
tax dollars for public benefit.
Or it can be a tool for grass roots

Big Bertha
must go

The story that our Big Bertha
Billboard was erected on Shel-byvl- lle

Road as the result of a
"clerical error" Is more than
a little hard to swallow. It just
goes to show, however, how the
public Is simply not being ade-
quately protected when It comes
to the rapacious designs of the
outdoor advertising Industry.

What does seem to be clear now
is that the City of St. Matthews
does control signs and has not
given its permission for the erec-
tion of the $10,000, tall

outrage opposite the Mall. The
Council has yet to make that de-

cision.
Now we shall have a good test

of the devotion of the Bowling
administration to community
beautification. It will be interest-
ing to see whether the Council
simply wants to assert its right
to Issue sign permits, or whether
it wants to do that in order to pre-
vent the desecration of the city.
If It really cares about beauti-

fication, it has only one option:
to refuse a permit and insist the
sign be removed.

One of the Institutions which
make our corner of the world
so pleasant is Anchorage Chil-
dren's Theatre. As this is writ-
ten, the children and parents in
three score Anchorage house-
holds are collapsing from the
sweet exhaustion of putting on
last week's show; "Trudie and
the Minstrel."
The production was another tri-

umph for its director (and our
own drama critic), Nancy Nlles
Sexton. She is one of the original
Pied Pipers of the world, with
a positive genius for drawing
out the best in children. One
would think Anchorage has more
hams per hamlet than any other
community on earth, when actu-
ally It simply has a normal com-
pliment of kids and Nancy Sex-

ton.
Of course that's not really true

It was about two weeks ago that
St. Matthews City Attorney J W

Jones defended Mayor Bernard
F. Bowling's stubborn refusal to
accept petitions from residents
opposed to the Browns Lane
storm drain project.
Mr. Jones pointed out that the

mayor refused petitions because
frequently those who go about
collecting signatures misrepre-
sent what they are for.
On Feb. 1, Mr. Jones, who also

is attorney for the City of Mea-dowvi- ew

Estates, appeared be-

fore the Jefferson County Plan

David A. Schansfaerg, Gen. Manager

Promotion Mgr.

control of community growth and
development.

A community which has at its
center a school which educates
its children during the day, its
adults at night and serves as a
focus for all sorts of other con-

structive activities, will be a
far more cohesive, public-spirit- ed

place to live than one with a
traditional school program.

The biggest barrier to the es-

tablishment of a Community
School here is not money, al-

though that may prove to be a
barrier at some future time. Just
now the problem is lack of pub-
lic knwledge of the Idea and
Interest In it.

Many local residents seem to
accept as an article of faith the
typical school administrator's
claim that our schools aire among
the best In the nation. Louisville
schools, on the other hand, are
in the minds of many county
residents, a chaotic Jungle.
This Is not, however, the view

of most of those who have lived
in other states, particularly those
outside the South. Experience
elsewhere suggests Jefferson
County schools have much to
learn from others. Including
Louisville, where a form of Com-
munity School is developing.
One of the things we have to

learn is how to bring a broad
mass of taxpaying people into a
close, sympathetic relationship

. with the schools. Only when that
happens will the legitimate con-
cerns of our professional educa-
tors about low pay and Inadequate
budgets be answered.
It is in this area that the Com-

munity School concept has much
to offer. Opening the schools to
the entire community, and of-

fering through the schools a wide
variety of educational, social and
recreational services to the pub-
lic will constantly reinforce wide
support for public education.

For all these reasons it is most
encouraging to see the county
school administration is willing
to encourage the beginnings of a
Community School at the Frost
Middle School in the Dixie High-
way area.

Already the Community School
has proven itself in many other
states. It Is time we in Jefferson
County gave It our close atten-
tion.

either. For even though the di-

rector is very special, and even
though the children are taught
to do nearly everything them-
selves, there are dozens of tal-
ented, unselfish Anchorage par-
ents at work all year who make
it possible men such as Or-r- in

Towner, who for 20 years
has advised on sound systems
and women such as Starr Kaiser
and Beverly Bennett, who for
years have directed the costum-
ing of the youngsters.

These and many more are the
real stars of Anchorage Chil-
dren's Theatre. As they lay
crumpled from the rigors of
another production, wondering
how they can generate enough
energy to do It again next year,
they deserve a full round of ap-

plause.

and eating it
ning Commission to oppose zon-

ing nearby land for apartment
use.
To lend support to Meadowvlew

Estates' position, Mr. Jones pre-
sented a petition with 38 names
including some of the church of-

ficials of the area.
Could It be Mr. Jones has one

set of values for Meadowvlew
Estates and another for St. Mat-
thews? Regardless, it's clear the
Constitutional right to petition
one's government for the redress
of grievances means different
things in the two communities.

More hams per hamlet?

Having cake
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Hospital proponent offers facts
Dear Editor:

Your editorial question in the
Voice-Jefferson- ian Jan. 25, "Has
Hollenbach any new evidence?"
and your closing paragraph "So
far there has not been one lota
of evidence to contradict facts
used by the Council to veto the
hospital twice before" makes me
question why you'd offer an opin-
ion on a subject you apparently
haven't followed for the past two
years.
The need for a hospital In south-

western Jefferson County is a
stark reality. There is no need to
present "new evidence." The alre-

ady-presented evidence clear-
ly indicates our need for a hospi-
tal. The so-call- ed "facts" used
by the Falls Region Health Coun-
cil in denying approval of a hos-
pital are based on an outdated,
inapplicable formula. Further-
more, the Falls Region Health
Council refuses to transfer alre-

ady-approved and
beds to our proposed hos-

pital. They have no "facts" to
justify their refusal to transfer
beds.

The "fact" supporting the Falls
Region Health Councils position
Is based on a formula which was
set up to determine bed needs
for those requesting Hill-Burt- on

funds. This formula should not
apply to our request for beds as
we are not seeking federal money.

This formula provides 4.5 acute
care beds per thousand residents.
With only one hospital in our
area, southwestern Jefferson
County has less than one acute-ca- re

bed per thousand, while the
east end and downtown areas have
an abundance of beds. The Falls
Region Health Council was negli-
gent in their duty by approving

Grass roots
CAVALIER, N.D., CHRONI-
CLE: "A candy whlesaler re-

ceived an order for $11.50 worth
of candy to be shipped on credit
to the 'Horsie Hollow Candy Co.'

The wholesaler asked for a
credit report from Dun and Brad-stre- et,

who investigated, and
promptly sent back this report;
'The Horsie Hollow Candy Com-
pany Is a small business house,
retailing candles at Horsie Hol-
low, a small Mississippi com-
munity. Proprietors are: Royal
White and Thomas Fllppen. Both
are 11 years old; both unmar-
ried. Value of cash and mer-
chandise on hand; $13.25, large
in chocolate bars, gum drops and
Tootsle Rolls. Fixtures and store
building, which was remodeled
from an old chicken coop, valued
at $45. No liabilities" The
candy was promptly shipped."
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many beds for one area without
doing any survey to determine
where beds were needed.

Approval of two new hospitals
in an area where the residents
already had easy access to exist-
ing hospitals is poor planning.
Denial of a hospital in a hospital-depriv- ed

area Is gross discrimi-
nation.
The facts supporting the need for

a hospital for 250,000 southwest-
ern Jefferson Countlans follow.
In Jefferson County there are

12 existing acute-ca- re hospitals
and one under construction. Elev-
en of these hospitals are in the
downtown and East End areas and
easily accessible for all Jeffer-
son County residents except those
in the southwest. The location of
the hospital in southwestern Jef-
ferson County, the heavily-congest- ed

roadways which must be
used to get there, and the over-
crowded condition of the hospital
make it inadequate for our needs.
The population of southwestern

Jefferson County is 250,000, The
RIverport Authority's industrial
park will create 23,000 new Jobs
and send our population sky rock-
eting. Additionally, the new Wat-ters- on

Model City dwelling units
will greatly increase our popula-
tion. Existing facilities, which
are not meeting our health care
needs adequately now, cannot
serve our increasing population.
If a hospital is not needed In

southwestern Jefferson County,
why did the Falls Region Health
Council suggest that Sts. Mary
and Elizabeth operate a satellite
health facility (clinic with emer-
gency service) in our area?

If a hospital is not needed in
southwestern Jefferson County,
why has it been strongly rumored

commentary
WINSTED, CONN., CITIZEN;
"There is a sense of fitness
about the news that the nation's
first giant all-purp- ose automo-
bile chomper has begun operating
in Holland, Michigan. It is from
Michigan assembly lines that a
stream of new cars issues to
pour out over America's streets
and highways. Now it is In Mich-
igan that many will be chewed
up into (we are told) cornflake-size- d

shreds destined for recyc-
ling in the furnaces....If what Is
said about tht machine Is ac-

curate. ..others of the kind will
be put to work in various parts
of the county efficiently reduc-
ing cars to usuable scrap metal.
The story of the 'iron monster'
In Holland, Michigan, marks an
important milestone In our pro-
gression toward the goal of
recycling all salvageable

l
Good.
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Road style

that at a recent Sts. Mary and
Elizabeth executive committee
meeting they discussed request-i- ns

150 additional beds from the
Falls Region Health Council? If
a hospital is not needed in south-
western Jefferson County, why is
a Falls Region Health Council
consultant planning a medical
center for our area?
Reports by three leading profes-

sional analysts under contract to
existing facilities for feasibility
study purposes demonstrated a
need for over 4,100 beds by 1975
and over 5,000 beds by 1980, on
an average. These figures were
presented by Extendlcare In sup-
port of Its request for approval
of beds for the new Suburban
Hospital. By comparing the above
estimated bed needs with the
3,263 acute-ca- re beds currently
In use and approved in Jefferson
County, it can be seen readily
that beds are needed.

The Falls Region Health Coun-
cil approved 150 additional acute-ca- re

beds for Methodist Hospital
which decided to add only 64 of
the 150. This leaves 86 already-approv- ed

beds not in use. By ap-
proving only 82 additional beds,
the Falls Region Health Council
could grant the requested 168
beds for our proposed hospital.
Surely 82 beds would not cause
an oversupply in Jefferson Coun-
ty, particularly when Falls Reg-I- on

Health Council claims the en-tl- ie

area will have a shortage of
89 beds by 1980.

A hospital In Southwestern Jef-
ferson County would meet the
health care needs of many resi-
dents in Jefferson, Bullitt and
Meade counties. A hospital-buildi- ng

organization is ready to
build the hospital and a more-than-adequ- ate

staff of 128 physi-
cians and surgeons is ready to
serve.
If you desire further evidence of

our need for a hospital, come into
the area, see the heavy congestion
on our roads, experience a 60 to
90 minute bumper to bumper ride
from the southern end of the coun-
ty to the area hospital or an even
longer ride to other hospitals
when the area hospital is over-
crowded, and talk to our residents
who are individuals experiencing
a frustrating and sometimes
tragic plight that other Jefferson
County residents don't have to
experience. You ask about new
evidence. There is no new evi-
dence. None is needed. Sufficient
evidence has been provided the
Falls Region Health Council.
The question that needs an an-

swer Is: How can the Falls Re-
gion Health Ccurxil te allowed to
deny approval of a hospital In view
of the strong evidence supporting
its need ar.J tfcs licit of facts on
which they base tfccir dr.Ul?

Sincerely,
Mllired Waie' Chalrmaa "
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Asks Congress
to judge
var decisions

By Romano L. Mazzoli

U.S. Congressman
Third District, Kentucky

As our last troops are withdrawn
and our prisoners reunited with
their families, it will be tempting
to dismiss the sordid memories
of the Vietnam War from our
minds.
But for us in Congress, the cru-

cial moment Is at hand. We must
face up to the lessons the Viet-
nam conflict has taught us.
Perhaps the most important of

these lessons is one that our
founding fathers foresaw 200
years ago when they drafted the
Constitution.

The Constitution makes it clear
that the collective judgment of the
elected members of the Congress
Is the necessary buttress of any
decision to commit our country
to war.

The Constitution states that it Is
the Congress which shall have the
powers to "declare war," "to
provide for the common de-

fense," "to raise and support
Armies," "to maintain a Navy,"
and "to make rules for the gov-

ernment and regulation of the
land and naval forces."

President's power

In the years since World War n,
the Constitutional war powers of
the Congress have atrophied,
while the Presidential powers
have expanded.

The President, of course, Is
designated by the Constitution as
Commander in Chief of the na-

tion's armed forces. As such, the
President must certainly retain
full powers to act swiftly in emer-
gency situations.

No sensible legislator would
seek to hamper the President In
repelling an armed attack upon
the United States or in taking ap-

propriate action when such an at-

tack is threatened.
Similarly, the Commander in

Chief must be capable of fully
protecting United States troops
and American citizens located In
foreign lands.
But, within this practical and

Constitutional framework, the
Congress must play a role In
making these life and death de-

cisions. So, legislation has been
Introduced describing the "war
powers" of the Congress.

Congressional review

None of the various "war pow-

ers" bills would , in any way,
prevent the President from taking
prompt action in the defense of
our national Interests.
However, these bills would re-

quire the President after com-
mitting U.S. forces to battle to
Inform Congress of his reasons
for taking such action.

If, in the Judgment of the Con-
gress, it is not in the best inter-
est of the United States to contin-
ue the hostilities, the President
would be required to disengage
our forces in an orderly and pru-
dent way.
Opinion differs on the time per-

iod within which the President
must present his case to theCon-gres- s.

One proposal would set the
time limit at 30 days. Another 60
days. Still another sets varying
periods depending upon whether
the troops deployed are draftees
or volunteers.
These are details which must be

--- and will be carefully studied
and debated before a bill is sub-
mitted for a vote.
But, I believe that a considera-

tion of "war powers" legislation
la appropriate and necessary now

while the lessons of Vietnam
remain fresh in mind.

We must clearly delineate the
division of war-mak- lr.j powers
between the Executive and the
Congress. Only in this way will
the collective Judgment, envis-
ioned by our founding fathers,
once again control the awesome
decisions of war and peace.
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