
The City of Bowling Green has it its own
country club and the taxpayers are paying for
it.

Recently, Commissioners Brian Nash and
Bill Waltrip voted against going forward with
negotiations on Mr. Greg Gary’s proposal to
run the city’s two nine-hole golf courses. Why
would these two commissioners provide the
majority votes on two operations that cost the
city annually $450,000 of taxpayer money in
the form of subsidies? Why would they vote
against going forward with negotiations when
Mr. Gary would contractually agree with
maintaining the courses in the same condition
they are now for the next 20 years?

Why would they vote on shutting down
negotiations when they were presented with a
deeply flawed and superficial study on which
to base their decisions? Why would the com-
missioners not adhere to the city’s stated goal
for the golf division “to provide public golf
services as cost neutral as possible while
focusing on service and cost stability?” Why
didn’t Commissioners Melinda Hill and Joe
Denning, who were not present for the vote to
continue negotiations, step in and protect the
taxpayers’ interest?

One answer to those questions is provided
in the city’s staff study of Mr. Gary’s propos-
al, which was used to form the basis of the
commissioners’ decision. The following
direct quote from the study says it all:

“That being said, it is equally true that a
private provider can almost always provide
recreation services at a lower cost because
they do not share the same cost responsibility
in terms of health care and retirement for their
employees. This is the prime difference
behind the public/private cost divide.”

So what we see from the quote is even
though the city acknowledges the proposal
would save the taxpayers money while pro-
viding the public with save level of service,
keeping the employment of city employees is
more important. 

The following quotes from the study con-

tinued to demonstrate a real reason why com-
missioners voted against going forward with
negotiations:

“It is also clear to us who have spent the
last couple of months studying all aspects of
this issue; the City cannot absorb all of these
indirect costs at Cross-Winds without sub-
stantially increasing its deficit. Other options
to deal with these indirect costs include reduc-
ing salaries or hours or redirecting some labor
costs to other City departments. The latter
would be nominal in reality and could create
an impression with some that we would be
‘making work’ for these employees.”

“We need to understand that if we priva-
tize, a golf division is not needed and staffing
would definitely have to be modified.”

A point of clarification: The study talks
about the golf division. The golf division is a
separate group of five city employees who
oversee the managers of the city’s three golf
courses. In other words, managers managing
managers. These five employees’ wages and
benefits in 2011 alone total $369,436, with
the golf division managers’ wages and bene-
fits totaling over $114,000. While we are
talking about benefits, the study pointed out
that Mr. Gary would not guarantee that city
employees and retirees would continue the
perk of paying half price fees to play golf.
This perk is in place, all the while, the city’s
three golf courses will require $1.6 million in
tax subsidies for 2012. 

In conclusion, what we see are commis-
sioners who won’t even go forward with
negotiations with a reputable businessman in

order to save the city taxpayers $500,000
annually. Continued employment of layers of
city bureaucrats is more important. Think
how the $10 million over 20 years of saving
could be used: raises for first responders,
support for community charities, improved
roads or maybe reduced taxes. The list goes
on and on. The next time our commissioners
complain about not having money for all
these good causes, I hope they remember they
told their fellow citizens what was important
to them – keeping the City of Bowling
Green’s own taxpayer-paid country club. 
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“The pundits like to slice and dice our
country into red states and blue states.”

— Barack Obama, rising star, Democratic
convention, 2004 

WASHINGTON — Poor Solicitor General
Donald Verrilli. Once again he’s been pillo-
ried for fumbling a historic Supreme Court
case. First shredded for his “train wreck”
defense of Obamacare’s individual mandate,
he is now blamed for the defenestration in
oral argument of Obama’s challenge to the
Arizona immigration law. 

The law allows police to check the immi-
gration status of someone stopped for other
reasons. Verrilli claimed that constitutes an
intrusion on the federal monopoly on immi-
gration enforcement. He was pummeled.
Why shouldn’t a state help the federal gov-
ernment enforce the law? “You can see it’s
not selling very well,” said Justice Sonia
Sotomayor. 

But Verrilli never had a chance. This was
never a serious legal challenge in the first
place. It was confected (and timed) purely for
political effect, to highlight immigration as a
campaign issue with which to portray Repub-
licans as anti-Hispanic. 

Hispanics are just the beginning, however.
The entire Obama campaign is a slice and
dice operation, pandering to one group after
another, particularly those that elected Obama
in 2008 – blacks, Hispanics, women, young
people – and for whom the thrill is now gone. 

What to do? Try fear. Create division, stir
resentment, by whatever means necessary –
bogus court challenges, dead-end Senate bills
and a forest of straw men. 

Why else would the Justice Department
challenge the photo ID law in Texas? To
charge Republicans with seeking to disen-
franchise Hispanics and blacks, of course.
But in 2008 the Supreme Court upheld a sim-
ilar law from Indiana. And it wasn’t close: 6-

3, the majority including that venerated liber-
al, John Paul Stevens. 

Moreover, photo IDs were recommended
by the 2005 Commission on Federal Election
Reform, co-chaired by Jimmy Carter. And
you surely can’t get into the attorney gener-
al’s building without one. Are Stevens, Carter
and Eric Holder anti-Hispanic and anti-black? 

The ethnic bases covered, we proceed to
the “war on women.” It sprang to public
notice when a 30-year-old student at an elite
law school (starting private-sector salary
upon graduation: $160,000) was denied the
inalienable right to have the rest of the citi-
zenry (as co-insured and/or taxpayers – medi-
an household income: $52,000) pay for her
contraception. 

Despite a temporary setback – Hilary
Rosen’s hastily surrendered war on moms –
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid will
resume the battle with a Paycheck Fairness
Act that practically encourages frivolous law-
suits and has zero chance of passage. 

No matter. Its sole purpose is to keep the
war-on-women theme going, while the equal-
ly just-for-show Buffett Rule, nicely pitting
the 99 percent versus the 1 percent, is a clever
bit of class warfare designed to let Democrats
play tribune of the middle class. 

Ethnicity, race, gender, class. One more
box to check: the young. Just four years ago,
they swooned in the aisles for Obama. No

longer. Not when 54 percent of college grad-
uates under 25 are unemployed or underem-
ployed. 

How to shake them from their lethargy?
Fear again. Tell them, as Obama repeatedly
does, that Paul Ryan’s budget would cut Pell
Grants by $1,000 each, if his domestic cuts
were evenly distributed. (They are not evenly
distributed, making the charge a fabrication.
But a great applause line.) 

Then warn that Republicans would double
the interest rate on student loans. Well, first,
Mitt Romney has said he would keep them
right where they are. Second, as The Wash-
ington Post points out, this is nothing but a
recycled campaign gimmick from 2006 when
Democrats advocated (and later passed) a 50
percent rate cut that gratuitously squanders
student aid by subsidizing the wealthy as well
as the needy. 

For Obama, what’s not to like? More ben-
eficiaries, more votes. 

What else to run on with 1.7 percent GDP
growth (2011), record long-term joblessness
and record 8 percent-plus unemployment (38
consecutive months, as of this writing). Slice
and dice, group against group. 

There is a problem, however. It makes a
mockery of Obama’s pose as the great tran-
scender, uniter, healer of divisions. This is the
man who sprang from nowhere with that
thrilling 2004 convention speech declaring
that there is “not a black America and white
America and Latino America and Asian
America; there’s the United States of Ameri-
ca.” 

That was then. Today, we are just sects
with quarrels – to be exploited for political
advantage. And Obama is just the man to ful-
fill Al Gore’s famous mistranslation of our
national motto: Out of one, many. 
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If a state audit of former
Agriculture Commissioner
Richie Farmer is in fact
accurate, it is beyond dis-
graceful – even worse, a
breach of public trust.

According to a state audit
released Monday, Farmer
used the state Department
of Agriculture as a gravy
train for his family and
friends, in some cases on
the backs of taxpayers. The
audit paints a picture of
entitlement and a total dis-
respect to his constituents,
who elected him twice to
that office.

The audit was requested
by current Agriculture
Commissioner James
Comer, a Republican, as
was Farmer. The audit was
conducted under the office
of current State Auditor
Adam Edelen.

Among the audit’s find-
ings:

•State workers helped
build a basketball court in
Farmer’s backyard while on
state time, Farmer used
$900 in concrete donated
from a vendor to build the
court and a retaining wall
and he never reported the
gift, as required by state
law.

•Farmer had a state
employee take him deer
hunting where Farmer ille-
gally shot a doe while in a
state vehicle on an unidenti-
fied magistrate’s farm in
Franklin County. The audit
said Farmer had the state
worker field dress the doe
for him.

•Farmer signed the time
sheets for his secretary and
girlfriend, Stephanie Sand-
mann, and paid what Ede-
len called a “hometown
friend” more than $70,450
for little work and travel.
Staff at the department said
they “rarely saw Sandmann
at the KDA offices perform-
ing any work.”

•Farmer told staff to delay
action against a grain dealer
because it was an election
year and any action could
cast a negative political out-

come.
•Farmer had staff mem-

bers reserve hotel rooms at
the Kentucky State Fair in
the names of employees
who were not there so
Farmer could house rela-
tives and others at his own
discretion. The cost of these
rooms was $4,257.

•Two laptop computers
assigned to Farmer are
missing, as are seven Rem-
ington rifles bought for
$449 each to give as gifts.

•Farmer twice had staff
fill Christmas baskets with
donated and state-pur-
chased items and gave the
baskets to family.

These are just some of the
items that the audit came up
with.

The audit, if accurate,
paints a picture of an
administrator who had no
problem spending money,
in some cases taxpayers’
money, improperly.

The audit report indicates
that there may have been
some serious abuse of
power while Farmer was
commissioner. If proven,
these actions were a total
disservice to the citizens of
this state.

While Farmer has the
right of presumption of
innocence, this matter has
been turned over to the
attorney general’s office
and other agencies for fur-
ther investigation.

Farmer’s attorney,
Guthrie True, dismissed the
audit as “political and self-
serving.” 

Mr. True couldn’t be any
more wrong. The audit was
requested by another
Republican, who succeeded
Farmer as agriculture com-
missioner. True’s comments
come across as spin.

Only time will tell how
this plays out. Farmer has
refused to comment and
that is his right, but if
charges are brought, Farmer
certainly has some explain-
ing to do.

Farmer audit
seems to show
abuse of power
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