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SPORTS: Miller’s slam sparks Cats in win over Rebels — A8

Frank Hicks, the Clark
County Extension Service agent
for agriculture and natural re-
sources, announced last week
that he would be retiring from
that position March 15.
For the past 40 years, few

have had more influence on the
agricultural community in
Clark County than Hicks.
Many local farmers and cat-

tlemen were first introduced to
Hicks as students at George
Rogers Clark High School
where he taught vocational ed-

ucation for 25 years, and those
relationships have continued to
grow during his tenure at the
extension service during the
last 15 years.
Those relationships are what

he will miss most when he re-
tires, Hicks said, but after giv-
ing it a lot of thought, he felt
that the time was right to step
aside.
“This wasn’t a snap decision.

There were several things that
went into it. First, I turned 65
in December, then both my kids
are due to graduate college
right away, and there are some
things I want to do, so I decided

it was time,” Hicks said. “There
are some good folks that I have
had the opportunity to work
with and I’ve received a lot of
support from everybody for the
programs we’ve had, so I will
miss that, but I think it’s time.”
Hicks said he originally

thought about retiring in Janu-
ary but decided to wait until
March because it would not be
as disruptive for the office.
That is traditionally the time

when there are fewer classes
and programs scheduled. The
weather gets better and farm-
ers are busy in
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“To me service is the
most important thing
we do in this job. You
have got to be prepared
to meet the needs of
the folks who are your
customers when they
come with a question.”

— FRANK HICKS

Retirement is a relative term for Frank Hicks. He
may be leaving the Cooperative Extension Service,
but he plans to remain involved in the community.

Sun f i le photo by James Mann/jmann@winchestersun.com
Frank Hicks, the Clark County Extension Service agent for agriculture, explains how pumpkins grow to a group of children attending the 4-H Pumpkin
Festival in 2007 at the Clark County Fairgrounds. Hicks, a former George Rogers Clark High School FFA teacher, is retiring from his post as the exten-
sion agent for Clark County on March 15.
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WASHINGTON — Access to col-
lege has been the driving force in
federal higher education policy for
decades. But the Obama adminis-
tration is pushing a fundamental
agenda shift that aggressively
brings a new question into the de-
bate: What are people getting for
their money?
Students with loans are graduat-

ing on average with more than
$25,000 in debt. The federal govern-
ment pours $140 billion annually
into federal grants and loans. Un-
employment remains high, yet there
are projected shortages in many in-
dustries with some high-tech com-
panies already complaining about a
lack of highly trained workers.
Meanwhile, literacy among col-

lege students has declined in the
last decade, according to a commis-
sion convened during the George W.
Bush administration that said
American higher education has be-
come “increasingly risk-averse, at
times self-satisfied, and unduly 
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Sun staff  report

Rick Beach, 58, of 230 West Hick-
man St., has filed for re-election to
the Winchester Board of Commis-
sioners. He is currently in his fourth
term as city
commissioner.
Beach is vice

president of
Rees Office
Products along
with his wife,
Margie Rees
Beach. Beach
has worked in
the business
since 1986.
From 1976 to
1986, he taught
for Clark County Public Schools.
He graduated in 1976 from East-

ern Kentucky University with a de-
gree in education, and in 1979 he
earned a master’s in educational
psychology. He taught fifth and sixth
grades for 10 years at Fannie Bush
Elementary, and was a gifted 
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Technology has become increas-
ingly advanced in recent years,
spawning products like Facebook,
the iPhone, mobile apps and the
Kindle. And with more software de-
velopments come more served arrest
warrants, freed up storage space
and better crime monitoring for
local law enforcement. 
In November, Clark County law

enforcement officials went online
with the Kentucky eWarrants sys-
tem, a statewide database for war-
rants. Police officers, deputies and
state troopers can access the system

from computers in their cars. 
All Winchester Police patrol cruis-

ers are completely wireless, and all
full-time Clark County sheriff’s
deputy cruisers are too. Winchester
Police Chief Kevin Palmer said from
these vehicles, each officer has the
same capabilities he does when he is
sitting in an office. 
“Before, I had to specifically call

the jurisdiction and ask ‘are you
wanted?’ Now, all I need to do is
come in contact with you. If I run
your driver’s license, your name,
your Social Security, any of your
identifiers, it’ll hit,” Palmer said of
the eWarrants system. “For instance,
let’s say you’re in a vehicle accident.

In the old days, I may have not
checked warrants on you. Now, when
I run your driver’s license to see if
you have a driver’s license to be in-
volved in this accident, it’ll also
check if you’re a wanted person.
“So I mean, there’s a greater

chance that we will know you’re a

wanted person than we used to
(have) in the past in Kentucky.” 
Clark County Sheriff Berl Perdue

Jr., who started his law enforcement
career about 30 years ago with the
Winchester Police Department, said
he has witnessed a major evolution 
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Technology on the beat:
New systems provide link between police, courts
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By Katie Perkowski
The Winchester Sun “Thirty years ago, I never would have thought

we’d have computers in our cruisers. ... It’s a
tremendous evolution.” —CLARK COUNTY SHERIFF

BERL PERDUE JR.
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