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Carlisle Countians Spend Week in Tornado Ravaged West Liberty, Kentucky

The tornadoes that hit West

Liberty, Kentucky left a scene

of pure devastation as the tor-

nado that hit the town on

March 2, 2012 left six people

dead and over 30 people miss-

ing initially after the storm.

Over 3,000 homes were af-

fected: 281 totally destroyed;

116 receiving major damage

and receiving minor damage.

As a result of the destruction,

Kentucky Emergency Man-

agement deployed an Incident

Management Team from

Western Kentucky consisting

of County Emergency Direc-

tors, Regional Director and

members of the American

Red Cross.

Amongst those dispatched

were Carlisle County Emer-

gency Services Director

Missy Rowland and Ballard

County Emergency Services

Director, and Carlisle County

native Anita Bugg. 

Both ladies had the opportu-

nity to work for a week help-

ing out with emergency

services in the undermanned

and destroyed area. 

When speaking with the

Carlisle Weekly Rowland said

that in the county of Magoffin

she is not sure if the county

will ever be the same. “Total

destruction, it will take years

for them to recover, if they

ever do recover,” Rowland

said. 

Rowland was stationed in the

Moreland Armory as part of

the Regional Emergency Co-

ordination Center (RECC).

While at the RECC she

fielded calls and worked with

a new computer system that

state emergency officials are

using in the event of a disas-

ter. 

In the past the sole responsi-

bility of communicating the

needs of the county or area in

a disaster fell upon the emer-

gency director’s shoulders.

Now local government offi-

cials can link to the computer

system and upload those

needs and the emergency di-

rectors can log on as well and

check and see if those needs

are met. 

On the Friday before Row-

land was due to leave she had

the opportunity to drive into

West Liberty and see if for the

first time. “I drove over a hill

and what was supposed to be

West Liberty, Kentucky, was

simply a pile of rubble. It was

numbing,” Rowland said. 

Anita Bugg also passed

along her accounts of the

scene, as she received an up

close view of the terror. Here

is Anita’s account: 

The beautiful hills and lakes
of Daniel Boone National
Forest are a stark contrast to
what lies at the end of the
road. From peaceful waters
flowing alongside Highway
801, one goes into absolute
shock as the destruction and
devastation in Morgan
County, Kentucky.

Outbuildings were blown
away like match sticks and
personal property and paper-

work by the hundreds were
scattered across the country-
side. One lady’s bible was re-
covered in West Virginia while
a cancelled check from an-
other home was found there
also. Driving through the
town of West Liberty you no-
tice the remnants of churches,
banks, monuments and
homes. The hospital lost its
roof and ran out of the ER
only for days. Patients who
were in the hospital at the
time were moved to the
ground floor of the facility
and no one was injured. Many
residents were caught in the
rubble and had to be rescued.
Gasoline pumps were stripped
of their covers and hoses.
Glass was blown out of build-
ings and trees were uprooted
and pushed through mobile
homes. Again, it is almost im-
possible to comprehend what
you see when driving through
this town. 

The Carlisle Weekly asked

Missy Rowland what was the

main thing that she learned

from this experience and this

was what she had to say.

“Frankfort is four hours away

from us in Carlisle County.

My experiences in West Lib-

erty, Kentucky showed me

that Carlisle Countians need

to be prepared and have an

emergency kit prepared with

plenty of water and supplies

because in the event of an

emergency, the government

will do all they can to get to us

and get us the help they need.

However, with them being

three or four hours away it

could take a week before your

family could receive help, so

please, work to have a plan of

action and a kit ready,” Row-

land said. 

You can visit www.ready.gov

to learn how to assemble a kit

and if you would like to do-

nate to tornado relief efforts

you can donate to the Ameri-

can Red Cross. 
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Ballard County Emergency Management Director Anita Bugg (bottom left) and Carlisle County Emergency Manage-

ment Director Missy Rowland (fourth from the bottom right) were a part of the incident Managment team that was de-

ployed to West Liberty, Kentucky. 

Buildings in West Liberty were reduced to rubble

The Morgan County Courthouse that was in the process of construction will have to

start back at square one now

Fire Claims the Home of a Bardwell Family

By Michael Toon
Carlisle Weekly

Last week the family of Phil

and Lori Benson tragically

lost their home to fire, as they

lost all of their home’s con-

tents in the inferno.  Luckily

for the family everyone made

it out of the fire safely. 

Bardwell City Fire Depart-

ment was the main respondent

to the scene, and was assisted

by Arlington, Cunningham,

Columbus and Milburn Fire

Departments. The fire was in-

tense, as it burned for nearly

three hours. The American

Red Cross was on the scene as

well, assisting with the family. 

John Barlow, a friend of the

family, is helping gather cloth-

ing and other household items

for the family. You can contact

him on his cell phone at (270)

450-5209 to make arrange-

ments to drop-off at his place

of employment at Paducah

Ford, or make arrangements

for him to pick the items up.

Arlington City Hall is also ac-

cepting clothing donations as

well. 

The family members and

sizes of clothing are as fol-

lows: Phil; 29-31 pants,

medium shirts and 8- 8 1/2

shoes, Neil; 7-8 pants ,10-12

shirts 2 1/2 -3 shoes, Tori; 12

pants, 14-16 shirts 3- 3 1/2

shoes, Lori 7 1/2- 8 wide

shoes.
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The home of Phil and Lori Benson was engulfed in

flames

Firefighters from Arlington, Bardwell, Cunningham, Columbus and Milburn fought the blazes


