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SPEECH OF MR. RIVES, OF VIRGINIA,
In the House of Representatives, Fchrwry 2G,

1840 In savor of the proposition of Mr.
Johnson, of Tennessee, to instruct the Com-

mittee of Elections to report forthwith which
five of the ten individuals claiming scats from
the State of New Jersey received tho greatest
number of votes at the election of 1838, and
in reply to BIr. Smith, of Connecticut.

" concluded.
The gentleman from Connecticut Mr. Smith

has labored with a zeal worthy of a better cause,
to prevent any report from tho commltteo be-

fore the second Monday in April next, at which
time the parties are to return with the evidence
they are now collecting. I beg to remind him
that tho evidence they are procuring will not
affect tho present question; that will be confined
to tho ultimate right. The evidence is complete
as to the question who received a majority of
voles, and that fact only is contemplated to be
reached by the amendment of the gentleman
from Tennessee, Air. Johnson. They are sep-
arate questions, and I hope they will not be
blended; for is the persons who were commission-
ed by the Governor received a majority of votes,
they were properly returned, and ought to bo
occupying their seats.

Is, however, they did not, they were illegally
returned, and the others ought to have the seats.
Tho Governor of New Jersey has appealed to
tho various Legislatures to sustain him in the
return he nude, and we desire to show that his
right to commission did not authorise him to do
so without the happening of something which
the evidence proves did not occur. Bear in
mind the argument (is argument it may be call-

ed) of the member from Connecticut. Ho says
it would bo gross injustice to the parties, for us
to do any thing in their absence, as they lest
here under a belies that there would be no ac-

tion on the subject before their return. A com-

plaint of this sort, the gentleman ought to know,
cannot be sounded on the facts of tho case. For
tho committee, to prevent such a belies, adopted
a resolution in which it is stated, "Nothing
herein contained shall be construed to prevent
the committee from making a preliminary re-

port at any stage of its proceedings." But sup-

pose what the member has assumed as true, had
in reality been so, his remarks about "breach of
faith," would not apply to me; for I wish it dis-

tinctly understood that we (the Republican mem-
bers of the committee) made ineffectual resis-

tance to the measure, on the ground that the
committee had no right, under the authority
given us by the House "to send for persons and
papers," to send tho parties homo to tako depo-

sitions; and it was my opinion, lrom the com-
mencement of the investigation, that there was
no law in New Jersey under which evidence
could be taken to prove that illegal votes had
been cast in the election. All that New Jersey
had done to protect tho ballot boxes against bad
votes, was to state the necessary qualifications
of voters, and to impose on her sworn election
officers penalties, is they received illegal voles.

My doctrine is, that, whilst in all elections of
members of Cr.ngress whether the voting be
viva voce or by ballot, some will bo given in that
are not legal, they must be considered lawful,
until they are proved to be illegal votes. In the
one mode of voting, there is but little difficulty
in proving votes to be spurious; but where the
laws require, as is the case in New Jersey, thai
the secret ballot shall be used, and a sine of
twenty dollars can be recovered of a person who
attempts to vote without a right to do so, it must
be exceedingly difficult to introduce positive
evidence to establish for whom a man may have
cast his vote.

Sir, I agree with my colleague, Mr. Botts,
who, I regret to perceive, is not in his seat, 'that
the people of New Jersey have never contem-
plated such a thing.' 'In that State, (said he
on a former occasion,) they vote by general
ticket, and by ballot; and the idea of canvassing
a. whole entire State, and taking testimony in
every part of it, in a disputed election, never
entered their minds as being reasonable or prob-

able.' Whilst, Mr Speaker, I agree with the
gentleman in llus, I must insist on going further
back in the inquiry than he thought, at the time
alluded to, we had a right to do. He said: 'I say
there is no contest here, and never can be one;
the case has been finally and conclusively set-

tled in New Jersey. This is a question to which
the principle of res judicata strictly;anjjics;and
there is no appeal from it, simply because there
is no law on earth applicable to the subject,
cither Slate or Federal."

Sir, there is a law in that Stato which required
that an election should be beld on tho 9th and
10th days of October, 1838; and the election
was accordingly held. There is a law which
rcnuires that township officers, aster having re
ceived the votes, shall make a return of them to
ihe county clerks; and they did so. There is a
Jaw which makes it the duty of the county
tflerk to sum up all the votes returned to him
from the township officers, und send a general
list of them to the Governor of the State; and
.all except two did their duty. There is a law
which requires the Governor to count tho votes,
and to .commission tho persons who may have
received the greatest number of votes from the
whole State, and the failure of the Governor to
.do so has produced a "contested election;" and,
as the persons who received a majority of votes
coujd not got their commissions in New Jersey,
they have come to the constitutional judges to
get their seats. Tho difference between my col-

league's position and my own is this: He
thinks, or rather onco thought, wo could not go
legally behind tho returns. I think it proper
that we should go back to tho elections, and that
we are bound to judge of the "elections," that
we may determine on the correctnes of the "re-
turns; for, to say "that there is no appeal from
the decision of the Governor," is the doctrine
that tho "King can do no wrong.'' In opposi-

tion to that, we say "election", and then
tho "return."

It gives me pleasure, Mr. Speaker, to allude
to another remark made by my colleague, and
givo it my most hearty concurrence. Aster
speaking of the situation of Now Jersey, rela-
tive to her election laws, he says:

"But it happens, in this case, that there is no
law upon the subiect of contested elections, or
at bait, wasnotatthc time of this election, nor
Wu. lm.v one for six months aster; and that can

" True to his

not surely apply to this case, it being, in the first
place, an ex post facto law."

With a knowledge of this fact, I did not con-
sider evidence that had been taken under it legal
evidence, nor did I think the committee was del-
egated with power to order tho taking of any
under it Consequently, I was opposed to send-
ing the parties home for the purpose, and then
voted against that measure. But the majority
of the committee overruled us, and not only au-
thorised that evidence should be taken under
that law, but directed them to tako it under a
law which was about to be passed by the Legis-
lature to cnablo their brother "Whigs to get into
the ballot boxes.

Mr. Speaker, I must notice one other portion
of the speech of the member from Connecticut,
that you may see the kind of scraps of which it
is made. Recollect, the greater part of it was
against any action until the month of April;
and it would bo most terrible treatment to give
any one seats from Now Jersey at this time.
But before the close ho said:

"Upon what principles did our fathers sight
out tho battles of the Revolution? They would
not suffer their money to be taken from them by
an Assembly in which they were not represen-
ted. I insist that is you attempt to take a dol-
lar of tho monoy of tho peoplo of New Jersey,
that they have a right to resist tho imposition
upon theficldsof Trenton, Princeton, and Mon-
mouth.''

Now, sir, what is the amount of this? You
must not give New Jersey her representation be-

fore the month ot April next; and in tho mean
time, is you appropriate any money, the peoplo
of that State "have a right to resist the imposi-
tion upon the fields of Trenton, Princeton and
Monmouth." This is truly sublime; to see the
Governor with his minority at "Trenton. Princo-to- n

and Monmouth," sighting sherc, would
indeed be a fearful scene. I presume, however,
the gentleman had prepared a speech which ho
expected to deliver before the 3ubject was refer-
red. to the committee; and that idea having oc-

curred to him then as excellent, he concluded to-

day it ought not to be lost, and has made a
flourish of it, without regard to its applicability.

Mr. Speaker, I have heretofore adverted to
the Governor of Virginia; and I now propose to
tako further notice of him. Tho gentleman
from Connecticut, to prove the Revolutionary
character of our conduct, has quoted from Gov.
Campbell's message to the Legislature of Vir-
ginia, and says it is unanswerable. Now, as he
was of tho "aimed neutral ari!,''and has also
joined the Harrison party in the clamor against
tno right ot tne people to elect their lleprcsenta-tives- ,

and looks on the acts of the House of
Representatives as an improper interference
with tho "sovereignty" ol the "broad seal," I
beg leave to comment on the paragraph alluded
to. It is this, is I am not mistaken:

"Should the practice obtain in the Congress of
the United States, of which this case is believed
to be the first example, of one portion of tho
members returned according to the laWsof their
Slate, undertaking to exclude other portions of
members having similar and legal authentica-
tions of their membership, from a participation
in the organization of the House and the elec-
tion of its officers, and from holding their scats
until an adversary claim to them shall have
been regularly adjudicated, it is obvious to per-
ceive that such a course has no limit or princi-
ple but force, and must ultimately result in rev-
olutionary violence."

This showsyou the difficulties into which men
get themselves by obtruding their opinions on
the public without knowing anything about the
subjects they discuss. I say this, because the
Governor either knows nothing of the merits of
this controversy, or ho has committed the of-

fence of wilful misrepresentation. Not know-
ing the facts, he had to assume what was false
to get support of Governor Pennington.
He expresses himself in such a way as to create
the belies that persons "were legally returned,"
when, in fact, they were illegally returned. Is
persons had been returned who were elected,
thcro would not have been any contest before
Congress. Tho returns, however, not being
sounded on tho election, but against the election,
they are considered by us as nullities, and on
that point only the entire merits of the question
arc to turn. It is true, this is the first case of
tho kind that has occurred in this country
where the peoplo of a State have been deprived
of their representation by thoirown Governor
and as our Governor very justly says, "it is ob-

vious to perceive that such a course has no limit
or principle but force, and must ultimately re-
sult in revolutionary violence."

The sin we have committed is of a most
"damning character," and is calculated to pro
duce "revolution." And, pray, what terrible
act is it that is to produce the revolution spoken
of? I must tell you, Mr. Speaker. Fivewhigs
were sent here to aid in electing a Speaker, a
Clerk, and a Printer, and we would not let them
do it. Because we were prompt in the discharge
of our duty, and would not suffer them to do
any mischief, ivc are denounced by the whig
party in every portion of the Union. Till now,
returns have not been looked on as very essential

elcciion was the thing to control; but now wo
are told that even the sovereignty of a State is
in the return election is nothing. Mr. Speaker,
let me ask you how you got into this House
asamember? Was it by virtueof the return of
our Governor, or by virtue of your election by
the people? I, perhaps, know moro on that
subject than you are aware of; for I went to
the Clerk's office the other day to sec whether
the "broad seal" of Virginia had been sent on.
that it might be known that we were members of
I ongress; hut it was not there, and we are in a
perilous situation, in consequence of it; as we
are resting on authority that is repudiated as be-

ing too for the times. I hate to
alarm any one, sir, but it is my duty to tell you,
that you, myself, and eighteen of our colleagues,
are here with no better evidence of rights to
seals than Vroom, Dickerson, and Co. have, for
we are resting, not on "broad seals," but on the
poll books.

Before I dismiss our Governor, I desire to put
a sew cases to him to show the alarming tenden-
cy of his doctrine. In November next the great
contest closes, and the commissioners of the re-

spective counties who may have been appointed
by his Excelcnoy in each of the counties of the
Stato, to conduct the election of "electors for
President and Vice President,'' shall, "within
two days aster the polls shall be closed, asceitain
the number of votes given for each person, who
shall be voted for as an elector."

This is the law, and they comply with it.
"The said commissioners shall, within three

days aster closing the polls, as aforesaid, make
out three copies of a return in a certain form."

That is the law, and they do it.
"Which returns shall be sealed and subscribed

by the commissioners holding tho election. One
of the said returns shall bo delivered'to some
person among tho twenty-three- , who shall have
therein tho greatest number of votes; another
shall be filed in the clerk's office of the county
electing; and tho third shall bo transmitted to
tho Governor and Council; all of which shall be
done within fifteen days aster the same shall be
made out; and tho Governor and Council shall
proceed to ascertain from tho said returns the
twenty-thre- e persons having the greatest num-
ber of votes throughout the State, and to adver

charge he comes, the Herald of a noisy
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tise their names in such gazettes as they may
think proper."

I wish it borne in mind, that advertising their
names in such gazettes as they may think pro-
per, is "tho broad seal;" and that the commis-
sioners do "transmit to tho Governor and Coun-
cil" tho returns. Now let me ask the Governor
whether ho would count all tho votes, or would
he presume some of them illegal, and refuse to
count them? Would he, is informed by a polit-
ical friend, that some "aliens" had voted in cer-
tain counties, reject all the votes polled in those
counties? Would he, is certain commissioners
were to refuse to send to him the returns from
certain counties, and the clerks of those coun-
ties wore to send to him certified copies of the
returns made to their offices, showing the num-
ber of votes cast therein, refuse to count them?
Would he, is the commissioners of certain coun-
ties refused to send tho returns, and the clerks
of those counties sent to him, properly authen-
ticated, copies of the returns made to them by
such commissioners, and that some one of the
twenty-thre- e persons who had received therein
the greatest number of votes also presented his
returns, showing they agreed with those sent by
tho clerks, refuse to count them? Would he, is
there were a law requiring him "to send ex-

press," in tho event of the failure of any of
said commissioners to,return all the votes cast
in their counties, refuse to do so? Would he,
because he desires the elect'on of a Federalist
in preference to a Republican, issue his procla-
mation declaring Federalists elected, when he
know that Republicans had received "the great
est numocr oi voies tnrougiiout tno state?" 1!
he answers in one way, he ought to support the
Governor of New Jersey; but is ho answers the
other way, ho ought to sustain us. For I can
assure our Governor, that is the chief Execu
tive oliicer of Virginia were to commission ner- -
sons to vote for Harrison, when the people had
chosen Van Buren men, his right touso he great
seal would not protect him. He would have to
make his "tracks very Oiin" to avoid tho wrath
of a people "who know their rights, and know-
ing, dare maintain them." Thev claim to rns.
scss the sovereignty of that State; and this new
iasnionea doctrine, in a representative Govern-
ment, that tho "King can do no wrong," will
make them "buckle on their armor, and rise in
themajestyof their strength."

Sir, is a Governor be permitted, with impu-
nity, to do as Governor Pennington has done in
the Congressional election, tho same game will
be played in Presidential elections. And it so
happens that, in the State of New Jersey, the
election of Electors of President and Vice Pre-
sident takes place at the times and places of
holding elections of members of Congress, every
fourth year. In Novomber next, they come on
at the same times and places, with the same of-

ficers to conduct tho elections, and the same
voters to choose "Electors," in the one case, and
members of Congress, in tho other.

Now, Mr. Speaker, let me call your attention
more particularly to the dangers of this doc-
trine, advocated by the Federal party, than I
have heretofore done.

Tho party of which I speak, you know, sus-
tain the Governor, and thereby say he is not
bound to count all tho votes in a Congressional
election. Wo deny that, and claim to be "judg-
es of the elections, returns, and qualifications"
of its members. In this case there is a tribunal
to which the peoplo can and have appealed, to
recover their right to representation in this body.
Is you sanction the doctrine in this case, you
must sanction it in the election of Electors of
President and Vice President; for votes that
ought not to bo counted for Congressmen ought
not to for the President.

Supposo, then, at the coming election in that
Stato, enough of the township returns should be
suppressed to defeat the popular will in tho Pre-
sidential olection. In that case, there would be
no constitutional tribunal for them to appeal to
for a redress of the grievance; and then would
come the "tug of war," the worst sort of war
a civil war. Yes, Mr. Speaker, there would
come battles much more dreadful than those of
"Ircnton, Princeton and Monmouth," during
our struggle for independence against a foreign
foe.

To prevent such a stato of things from occur-
ring in this country, I beseech the House to
quiet the peoplo of New Jersey by acting forth-
with; for, up to this time, they have acted with
gr,eat forbearance wishing the judges, the con-
stitutional judges, quietly to settle the contro-
versy. Rofuse to do it refuse to condemn tho
usurper and you enrage an already excited
people, and thereby endanger tho existence of
tno Uovcrnor himself. Do it, and you delend
the constitution, check usurpation, quiet dis-
sensions, and protect your consciences against

Sir, it may be thought that I show too much
feeling on this subject. I do feel, and feel sen-
sibly, the stab that has been aimed at the living

yes, tho vital principle, by which alone can
bekeptalivea representative Government. It
is, I hope, a proper feeling that animates me;
that which should bo felt by every American ci-

tizen who has any regard for a Republican Go-

vernment. Is the Governor of New Jersey had
sent men here who had not been candidates, who
had not been voted for at all by the people, the
act would have been much more sufTerablc than
sending the persons he did. The persons he sent
v. ere candidates; they wore rejected' by the peo-
ple, and the Govornorknew it Is he had sent
individuals who had not been voted for at all, the
ingenuity of man is such that some defence
might have been attempted. In tho case that
did occur, the evidenoe is positive that the pco"
pie did not only not choose, but absolutely ic- -

jected them; and none but the most reckless
partisans will even talk about its propriety. Is,
however, he had sent men without being voted
for, his friends could have had a presumption to
stand on. They could have said they were very
suitable, being tulentcd, &c. and that, is they
had been candidates, would certainly have boen
elected. I hesitate not to say, that I would
much sooner attempt to sustain him in the sup-
posed case than in the one that is now disturb-
ing this whole nation. Sir, this subject increas- -

cs in importance as you become acquainted with
iiiu uircumgiiuicuH aiiGiiuiiig li; aim lyranis
have trembled on thf thrones for crimes far less
offensive than this act of Governor Pennington.

Mr. Speaker, wo ought to act, and that, loo,
without delay; for it has been said, out of this
House and in it, that we ci nuot bind the people
by acts that may pass during the disfranchise-
ment of New Jersey; and it has also been said
hero, by how many I do not know, but I recol-
lect tho gentleman from Massachusetts, Mr.
Adams, and my colleague, Mr. Wise, that
your election took place, when we had no right
to elect. I ciffer with such as entertain these
opinions; but to remove all difficulties, let New
Jersey ba no longer disfranchised, have the seats
occupied, and then is gentlemen choose, we will
elect a Speaker, and pass constitutional laws.

Mr. Speaker, this is not only a legal, but a
great constitutional question we are called on
to adjudicate, and I regret my inability to do
justice to it; and although I would like to say
more, I feel it my duty to refrain from it, as there
are many others who wish to follow mc. But
before I conclude, I will make an appeal to the
party in this House to which I am politically op-

posed.
Now; I beg you, imploro you, for the sake of

world; News from all nations, lumbering

our common country, the constitution and union
of the Stales; for the sako of the laws, tho pu-
rity o elections, and harmony of our constitu-
ents; for tho sake of jtTstice, peace and quiet-
ude, give to New Jersey her "chosen" represen-
tation. Do that--rebu- tho usurper, and let
it be seen that patriotism rides over despotism
in this hall, and we shall have nothing to sear
from invasion within our borders. But is you
suffer yourselves to be led by your party predi-
lections in performing tho duty of judges, and
will not suffer persons who are "duly chosen by
tho people," to take their Beats, scenes will oc-
cur that will bo deprecated by every patriot of
tho land. Americans are sensitive on this vi-

tally important question; and from what occur-
red at Harrisburg, you may form some idea of
the length to which they go in defence of a right
that is "incstible to them, and hateful to tyrants
only."

And beforo I sit down, I must address myself
to the party with which I act tho Republicans
of this Home and remind them, that we alone
aro charged with having deprived New Jersey
of her just weight on this floor. It is true we
have been tardy, but the evidence will show the
falsehood of the charge; and it is our duty to
renew our exertions to get it printed. I beg of
you, then, to be at your posts, and is I had not
spoken, would desire you never to leave your
seats without requiring the committee to report.
But as it is, I entreat you to come here in tho
morning, resolved never to sleep beforo tho pro-
posed instructions are given; for this is a case
more singular in its character than any that has
heretofore been exhibited in the annals of our
country. It is a case in which injustice has
been done to a majority, and we alone can set-
tle tho matter in a peaceful mode. Bo assured,
is we do not do it, and in a short time too, vio-
lence and disorder may be the consequence; for,
unless the stock has greatly degenerated since
the Revolution, Jcrseymen are of such stuff,
that "creeds, tests, and anathemas might be
tried; stripes, setters and dungeons might do
their best; racks, flames, and gibbets might ex-
haust all their powers;" and every effort to de-

prive them of their right to "elect," would end
in miserable disappointment.

ABOLITION PETITIONS.
The Letter of the Vice President to Lewis Tap-pa-

of New York, upon declining to present to
the Senate an Abolition Petition, signed by 140
women.

Washington, March 23, 1840.
Sir Your letter o the 7th instant was duly

received, enclosing a petition to Congress sign-
ed by 140 women of the city and county of New
York, praying for the abolition of slavery and
the slave trade in the District of Columbia, and
in thoso Territories of tho United States where
they exist, and to admit no new slave Stato into
tho Union, requesting me to lay the same before
the Senate. 1 have also received your letter of
the 17th instant, requesting me to inform you
when I would present the petition. Having de-

clined to present tho petition, it is, perhaps, due
to tho fair petitioners, and to you, their organ,
as well as to myself, to state some of tho reasons
which dictate my course. The constitutional
right of petition is contained in tho first articlo
of amendments, as sollows:

"Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting a free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of tbe press; or the right of the peo-
plo peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances."

Congress has never made a law abridging this
right; but the people assemble at pleasure, and
petition at pleasure, for a redress of grievances.
Of course, this part of the Constitution has not
been violated; and is it did not exist, Congress
could not, constitutionally, have passed such a
law, because no such power is delegated to Con-
gress. This right, reserved to the people, does
not devolve upon the presiding officer of the
Senate tho obligation of presenting petitions of
every conceivable description.

There are considerations of a moral and politi-
cal, as well as of a constitutional nature, which
would not permit mo to present petitions, of a
character evidently hostile to tho Union, and
destructive of tho principles on which it is
sounded. The patriots of the revolution made
great sacrifices of blood and treasure to establish
and confirm the dectrines set forth in the Decla-
ration of Independence. Each State was then
an independent sovereignty, and to form a per-
petual confederacy, for the safety and benefit of
the whole, embodying tho great doctrines of tho
Declaration, a compromise of interest and feel-

ing was necessary. That compromise was made,
and thoprinciplo which your fair petitioners aro
now agitating, was settled. The right of regu-
lating and abolishing slavery was reserved to the
States, and Congress have no moro right to des-

troy slavery in Virginia and Maryland, than
they have to establish slavery in New York or
New England. The right of petition for these
objects is reciprocal; and the obligation of the
presiding officer to present a petition to the Sen-

ate, is it exist in either case, is equally strong in
both. But I cannot recosrnizo tho obligation in
either case, though I acknowledge the right of
the peoplo in both. Is a ditterence maue be-

tween tho District of Columbia, and tho States
of Maryland and Virginia, from which it was ta-

ken? The question was settled in relation to
this District by thoso States, by tho formation
and adoption of the Federal Constitution, when
it was a part of those States; and a subsequent
cession ofjurisdiction could not deprive the citi-

zens of tho rights already secured to them, by
both the Federal Constitution and tho Constitu
tions of their respective States. The right of
Congress to exercise exclusivo legislation in all
cases whatever, does not mean omnipotent legis-
lation. Congress have no right, in the District
of Columbia, to take away the right of trial by
jury; to pass an ex post facto law; to abridge tho
freedom of speech or of the press; to establish
religion by law; nor to destroy the rights of pro-

perty, or the personal liberty of the citizen.
These reserved rights are as sacred in the Dis-

trict of Columbia as tho State of New York.
They have the same right to consider tho aboli-

tion of sla ery in New York a grievance, and to
petition Congress to establish it there, as tho
citizens of New York have to consider it a grie-
vance in the District, and petition Congress to
abolish it. Their right in either case to assem-
ble peaceably and make their petition, I do not
call in question; but the obligation on mj part
to present it to tho Senate, I do not admit.

Is a number of citizens should consider a re
publican government a grievance, and petition
Congress to establish a monarchy; is others
should consider religious toleration a grievance,
and petition Congress to destroy heresy by abol-

ishing all religious sects but their own, I should
not consider it my duty to present their petitions
to the Senate, nor do I consider it my duty to
present a petition, the certain tendency of which
is to destroy tho harmony, and eventually to
break asunder the bonds, of our Union.

In regard to now States tho case is, is possiblp,
still stronger. They must be united upon terms
of equality. Each Stato having reserved the
right of regulating this subject for itself, noone
can be constitutionally deprived of the right.
The State of New York has abolished slavery;
but thisabolition is not the condition upon which
sho holds her place in the Confederacy. It is
Uor own policy; and is ifcshall bo her pleasure to

at his back."

change it, Congress cannot interfere. So, is
new orates are admitted into the Union, when
admitted, they will stand upon an equality with
New York. They may establish or abolish
slavery at their pleasure, and neither Congress,
nor any other State, will have any more right
to interfere with the subject, than with the
laws of primogeniture in the British cmDire.
The object of the petition does not affect the
abstract question of slavery; that is a subject
which the Abolitionists of tho free States can
no more affect than they can that of the privi-
leges of the British nobility. The plain question
i3 this: shall we continuo a united confederated
republic, or shall dissolve the Union? Is tho
prayer of this and similar petitions should be
granted by a majority of Congress, the inevita
ble effect would be an immediate destruction of
the Confederacy; and, with it, those bonds of
aitcction which have united us as one great, one
harmonious family. It has been my grief to
observe a recklessness on the part of some,
whom I otherwise highly esteem, showing an
utter disregard of all the consequences which
must result from the perpetual agitation of this
subject. Wo have an interest at stake too dear
to be compromitted for a phantom which we can
never gain, however enthusiastically wer may
pursue it. Asa free, a powerful, and a happy
nation, we stand unrivalled in the annals of the
world.

Turning the eye alternately to every reeion
of our country, it is greeted with the smiles of
happiness, amid the scenes of liberty, and peace
and plenty; and yet imagination frequently
pauses upon tho localities which remind us of
the price at which these blessings were gained.
Do we compare our condition with that of ad
joining colonies? Wc look to Quebec and
there Montgomery sell. Wo return to view the
beautiful town of Bocton,and take our stand on
Bunker Hill there Warren died. We cross the
delightful fields of Connecticut there Wooster
bled. We continue our observation through the
Jerseys till we reach Princeton there Mercer
perished. Even from the Capitol in which we
are assembled we cast a look to the South, and
tho heights of Vernon remind us that tho mighty
Washington slumbers there, who forsook those
peaceful shades for the toils, the dangers, and
the privations of the sanguine field, where, with
thousands of others equally brave and patriotic,
the enemies of our rights were defeated. It is
at the prico of their blood that we, in common
with your fair petitioners, now enjoy these bles-
sings. When these rights were again threaten-
ed, I regarded it my duty, in humble imitation
of these apostles and martyrs of liberty, to offer
my own life upon tho altar of my country, to
confirm to you and them the permanent enjoy-
ment of those blessings. A merciful Providence
protected me, and I find a twofold recompense
in the preservation ot our institutions.

With thoso views, I cannot reconcile it to my
sense of duty to present the petition. 1 shall
enter into no discussion on the principle of sla-

very, as that is not involved in the subject. I
can view it in no other light than that of an in
terference with the constitutional rights of
others, and in such a way as tends to the destruc-
tion of the rich, inheritance purchased by the
blood and toil of the fathers of tho revolution.
Another circumstance exists, aside from what I
Have noticed above, which would make me re
luctant to present this petition it comes from
ladies, ordained by nature and by the customs
of all civilized nations, to occupy a higher place
:n society than that of petitioners to a legislative
body.

Is courtesy could induce me, on a subject that
could not become a matter of injurious notoriety,
to present a petition from females, yet I should
regard it purely as a matter of courtesy, and not
of constitutianal right. The rights of women
are secured through tho coarser sex their fath-
ers, their husbands, and their brothers. It is
the right of a woman to maintain a modest re-

tirement in the bustle of politics and war. Sho
does not appear at the polls to vote, because she
is privileged to be represented there by man.
She does not serve on juries, nor perform the
duties of the baliff or the executioner, because
it would be a degradation of horjidignity , She
does not take up arms and meet her eountry's
foes, because she is a privileged character, and
man is her substitute, who represents her irfall
these drudgeries. Every man is bound by the
nerfect law of custom, of nature, and of honor,
to protect and serve 'her. This is the light in
which the law ot uoa places the woman, one is
veiled and silent even in religious discussions,
not because she is unworthy, but because she is
exempt from the strife of man, and it is her right
to observo that retired modesty which renders
her the object of admiration and esteem. In
this respect, the Constitution of our country is
established upon the principle of the Divine law.
Is the rights of man are inviolable, they aro of
course connrmea to women, anu me mosi uigni-fic- d

us tho sex are tho least inclined to meddle
with public matters. I presume, females who
sign petitions wouia not consent 10 ine puouca-tio- n

of their names. I should be very reluctant
to be accessory to an act which should, in any
degree, cast a shade of reproach upon an indivi-
dual of that sex whose modest dignity is the
glory of man.

Thus. sir. I have frankly stated my views in
returning the petition, which I now do. I trust
you will not deem it disrespectful to you, nor to
the ladies for whonwyou act. Be assured that,
for yourselt individually, i enieriain mgn res
np.et. and could I serve you personally, it would
give me great pleasure to do so. Though a
stranger to the signers of the petition, I do not
doubt tho respectability of their character, and I
deeply regret being requested, on their behalf,
to perform an act wun wnicn l cannot consist
entlv comDlv: but with the views which I enter
tain, I cannot better testify my regard for them
than by returning the petition.

Most respectfully,
RH. M. JOHNSON.

Lewis Tappan, Esq. New York City.

THE GREEK MAIDEN.

At tho commencsment of the massacre
nnnn thn island of Scio. Ellen, a beautiful
girl of Callemasia, (town in Scio) sled with

her lather's family to the mountains, wnere
they lay concealed beneath a rock surround-

ed with shrubbery. They suppoited them
selves with grass and snails, which they
collected by night. Aster two weeks, their
confinement and spare diet began to prey
upon their health. They at length ventured

to tro abroad and procure some more sud- -

cinntlal nourishment. Thev had not pro
ceeded far before they we'reurprised by a

party of Turks in ambush. The tamer ana
mother of Ellen were immediately killed in
her arms. She and her sister were spared
for their beauty; but as the hostile band was

too numerous, they could not agree to whose

lot the captive should fall. Her sister was

cut in pieces, but Ellen herselt was retain
ed alive by the Bouloukbas or chieftain, who

rave to each of his men two dollars to

prevent further disturbance . Ellen was led
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by the Bouloukbas to a konak in the city of
Scio, where she was obliged to perform the
duties of a slave. Her master was so brutal
that she meditated a scheme to regain her
freedom. One night she lest his residence
and sled to the English consulate, the doors
of which were closed . Not succeeding in
gaining admittance, she climbed into one
of the orange trees in the garden and re-

mained there till morning; when the Boul-

oukbas, her master, summnoed his gang
and started in pursuit of her. He came to
tho English cousul and asked permission to
search his garden for a fugitive. The re-

quest was granted. He soon discovered
Ellon and compelled her to descend to the
ground. He then seized her by her beau-
tiful long dark hair, and dragged her around
tho garden. The consul had power to
prevent this disgraceful proceeding, had he
listened to the voice of injured innocence.
But he allowed the Turk to drag her away,
as she cried, "Oh, God! is there no man on
earth to pity us?" Those words made a
strong impression upon the mind and heart
of an English officer who was present. He
determined immediately to purchase her.
He proceeded to the konak of the Boulouk-
bas, and offered two thousand piastres for
tho Greek captive; but the master declined
parting with her for any sum whatever, and
declared that she should always live with
him. Ernest (so the Englishman was called)
went away deeply wounded in his feelings,
and began to imagine some method to ob-

tain possession of the beauty. At Jast he
determined to make one final effort to ob-

tain tho object of his wishes. He called
upon the Bouloukbas, and increased his
offer to five thousand piastres. The Turk,
observing his love for Ellen, was flattered
with a prospect of a still greater sum, and
ordered her to present herself to the sight
of her lover. Ernest knew Greek, and
immediately asked her is she waaW;llI-- s
to accept a plan ol o i"7 "mrilte herself
Willi mm ror lite. Ellen replied, that sho
hoped he would, for mercy's sake, spare no
effort to liberate her. At the same time it
was agreed between them, that they should
leave the island that very night. Ernest
promised to send her a man's dress, that sho
might assume it to avoid the suspicion of the
watch. The Turk, who did not understand
the import of the conversation, was still
obstinate in his refusal to part with her, and
Ernest, who understood sufficiently well
the Turkish language, promised to come
again and make some proposal which, ho
hoped, would not be resisted by her unfeel-
ing owner. They separated; and Ernest
rejoiced in the hope of possessing one of
the fairest of the fair. He bribed the ser-
vant of the Bouloukbas, and by him forward-
ed to Ellen the disguise which had been
proposed. At midnight he appeared under
her window, and clasping her in his arms,
placed her upon the ground. They then
sled to the sea shore, where they entered a
boat which conducted them beyond the
reach of the Turks as far as Cerigo. I have
not heard where they went afterward.

- Indiana. The Washington Republican,
published at Salem, speaks confidently, and
we think correctly, in relation to the bright
prospects of the Democrats of Indiana.
From the first number of that spirited pa-

per we copy the following extract:
"Before we lest Indianapolis, we were at

considerable pains to ascertain our real
prospects in the approaching August and
November elections in Indiana. For the
purpose of forming an opinion of the re-

sult, and also to collect in prospective the
strength of the two parties, wo took occa-
sion to converse with intelligent citizens
from every part of the State; and by con-

densing it we have the joyful satisfaction
to believe that the strength of the Demo-lcrat- ic

Republican party is greater than
ever. In the East, in the West, in the
North and the South, the Republicans are
actively engaged in preparing for the con-

test; and simultaneous and harmonious or-

ganization is going forward in every county,
which is the sure harbinger of victory.
The venerable and silver-haire- d revolution-
ary patriots, who have been consistent Re-

publicans from the days of Washington
dpvvn to the present time, are all alive to
tho importance of the crisis, and are rais-

ing their sepulchral toned voices in savor of
Republican principles and free government.
Martin Van Buren they consider as our on-

ly hope in the nxt Presidential election,
for the safety and continuance of our Re-

publican Government and free institutions.
With sew exceptions, tho soldiers of the
late war are on our side, battling with the
people for universal liberty. The old Jack-sonia- n

phalanx are also with us; they, too,
are sired with the same noble attachment
for republicanism as in days gone by. In-

deed, we may say the whole people are
aroused, and will make a united effort to

preserve the glorious policy with them. It
was, however, a delusion. Instead of re-

ceiving the support of every body, the hard
cider nag must lose a very considerable
portion of the Whigs. This is now under-
stood, and the enthusiasm is rapidly cooling
off, and the sound of their hurrahs is dying
away.

With feelings of no inconsiderable regret,
we notice that the Cincinnati Gazetto of
Saturday, announces tho death of the most
talented editor, and only public writer of
his party, who invariably gave honesty the
precedence of partisanship, Mr. Charles
Hammond, proprietor and senior editor of
that paper. Mr. Hammond died on tho
3d instant, in the 61st year of his age.

Louisville Advertiser.


