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Friday: Isolated storms. High: Upper 50s. 
Low: Upper 40s.

Saturday: Partly cloudy. High: Lower 70s. 
Low: Upper 40s.

Sunday: Isolated storms. High: Lower 60s. 
Low: Upper 30s.
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Post office delivers marijuana — to wrong address

By Ben Carlson
News staff

A post office screw-up 
resulted in a Lawrenceburg 
teenager’s arrest last week 
when a shipment of pot 
was delivered to the wrong 

address.
Police say Garrett Bryant, 

19, of 138 Hunter Ridge Drive 
arranged to have a pound 
of marijuana shipped to his 
residence from California, 
but the Lawrenceburg post 

office inadvertently deliv-
ered it last 
Monday to 
an address on 
Walker Lane.

“It was just 
a mess up by 
the post office,” 
said Lawrence-
burg Police 

Department officer Josh Sat-
terly, who investigated the 
case. “It got delivered to the 
wrong address.”

Residents at the Walker 
Lane address were expecting 
clothing they had ordered, 
but when they opened the 
box, it turned out to be two 
8-ounce packages of vacuum-

sealed marijuana.
The residents, whose iden-

tities were not revealed by 
police, called the Lawrence-
burg Police Department. Sat-
terly responded and took the 
marijuana back to the post 
office. Postal officials there 

Teen jailed after postal inspector delivers pound of pot

Bryant See POT, Page A2

BUDDING SCIENTISTS PUT ON A SHOW

Photo by Meaghan Down

ANDERSON COUNTY MIDDLE SCHOOL HOSTS FIRST SCIENCE FAIR
Sixth grader Hannah Catron stands next to her science fair project, including her miniature model of the Earth’s solar system. For more 
pictures from the science fair, as well as a list of winners, see page A8. More photos will be online at www.theandersonnews.com. 

Library
expansion

questioned,
put on hold

By Meaghan Downs 
News staff 

$17.54. 
According to some Anderson County 

citizens, who addressed the library board 
of trustees at its April 17 meeting, that’s 
how much one patron of the library costs 
taxpayers. 

And as the board weighs possible build-
ing expansion and its fiscal year budget, 

those concerned residents 
want to make sure the 
community’s getting their 
money’s worth.  

About a dozen people 
attended the board’s monthly 
meeting, seeking answers on 
the board’s actions regard-
ing tax increases, potential 
building plans and a possible 

lawsuit regarding the library’s method of 
raising taxes.  

“Everybody that walks through this 
door... it costs the taxpayer 17 dollars and 
54 cents,” said Bill May, one of eight people 
who directly questioned the library’s 
actions on spending.  “Are we providing 17 
dollars and 54 cents of value on average to 
everybody who comes through the door?” 

Library director 
Pam Mullins said 
there was a lot more 
that the library pro-
vided besides best 
sellers, listing the 
numerous programs 
and activities provid-
ed to the Anderson 
County community.

“That figure you 
quoted includes keeping the lights on, elec-
tricity, it provides all those materials … I’d 
say we’re providing well over that amount 
of money in terms of service,” she said. 

Last year, the library board approved a 
$3.143 million budget, with $1.8 million in 
surplus revenue. 

According to the library’s draft budget 
for 2012-2013, the board is considering a 
$3.236 million budget for next year, includ-
ing a $100,000 increase in surplus revenue 
and a $7,000 decrease in spending. 

Dana Froste, who described herself as 
a friend of the library, said she thought 
library spending was out of control. 

Director says board has not
discussed buying ECC building

On hold, really?
Despite pulling back on 

expansion, proposed 
library budget includes 
tens of thousands for 
just that purpose, A2

Mullins

See LIBRARY, Page A2

Planning needs more money, Extension needs less

By Ben Carlson
News staff

One’s going broke; the other 
already has enough money, thank 
you.

Going broke is the joint city-
county Planning and Zoning board, 
which asked for and just barely 
received an additional $4,000 in 
funding during last Tuesday night’s 
meeting of the Anderson County 
Fiscal Court when magistrates voted 
4-3 to approve the request.

The fiscal court also approved 
— albeit unanimously — the Exten-
sion Board’s request for a lower tax 
rate next year after being told it 
has already accumulated enough 

reserve funding and didn’t need the 
revenue its current rate will bring.

The Extension’s new tax rate on 
property will drop 
from 16 cents per 
$1,000 assessed value 
to 14 cents.

“They had enough 
surplus,” said Judge-
Executive John Wayne 
Conway. “This is how 
a taxing district is sup-
posed to operate, and 
it does because we have good people 
like [agent] Tommy Yankey and 
[board chairman] Buddy Smith and 
the rest of the board members who 
are very conservative and watchful 
on what they are spending money 
for.”

The planning and zoning increase 
was needed to cover increased ben-

efit costs for secretary Renee Evans 
and legal fees. Conway pointed out 
that neither Evans nor planning 
and zoning has requested additional 
funds since 2000, and that it only 
needs funds now because of the 
slowdown in construction that has 
hit the county hard in recent years.

Currently, the fiscal court and 
city council each contribute $6,000 
annually to planning and zoning, 
which generates funds primarily 
through fees paid for zone change 
requests and subdivision planning.

The slowdown means the depart-
ment is fielding fewer requests and 
has used funds it stockpiled during 
boom years to continue operating 
without additional county and city 
funds.

ANDERSON COUNTY FISCAL COURT

Conway

See COURT, Page A3

Economic downturn blamed for 
woes; court OKs increase 4-3


