
Why do we become friends
with some people and not others?
Some married couples are not
even friends. Some family mem-
bers don’t connect. Some former
friends become ex-friends. Why
is this? Actually, there are several
reasons that determine who we
feel close to and why this close-
ness sometimes fades away.

To become friends both par-
ties must share a common inter-
est. Both must be giving, not
takers. If we become too needy
to the point that we can no longer
see any good in anything, this
critical self-absorbed demonic at-
titude will repulse even your
close family members.

A true friendship is based
upon trust. We can feel secure in
the fact that our innermost feel-
ings will be heard, felt, accepted,
considered and not mocked. We
can express our plans and dreams
without rejection. We can relax
and open up and be our real self
without fear. This freedom to say
what we really feel causes us to
feel love from the other person.
Love is a feeling and a very good
feeling indeed. It excites us and
makes us feel joyful as we look
forward to our next time together.

Communication is the key to
friendship. A true friend takes
time to listen and can really hear
what you’re trying to express.

They can read between the lines
because they have been there and
they understand. If someone
loves you as they should, you can
feel it. If you love someone, you
can feel it, too. This feeling is
called compassion. Compassion
is a very strong emotion. In fact,
it is so strong that when you see
or hear something, compassion
triggers a sudden feeling that
causes your tears to flow because
you truly care for the other per-
son and are saddened by their
suffering.

We become friends because
we both need something that the
other person is providing. To

maintain a healthy friendship we
must be careful to give as much
as we get.

Jesus is that friend. He meets
all the requirements to qualify as
a true friend. He will use us, but
not abuse us. He gives us true
and lasting joy, but adds no sor-
row to it. When I make Him
happy, He makes me happy.
When we get to this point in our
relationship, I have so much of
Him in me that I can live the high
life. It is called being full of the
Spirit. Can you feel it?

Jesus is my Friend

Have you ever been visited by an
angel?  I am certain I have, but since an-
gels don’t identify themselves (although
they can because they did in the Bible)
... how would one ever know for sure?

Whether you think you’ve seen an
angel or not, we know all Bible believ-
ing Christians, believe angels are sent to
humans as messengers and helpers. The
Bible calls them “ministering spirits”.
Your eyes may not visibly see them, but
have you been saved from death or a ter-
rible accident just by a thin slice of air or
a split second of time? You knew some-
thing had stepped in and saved your life.
I recall a time when I was driving down-
town in Paducah, read-
ing a book (which I
should not have
been doing), when
all of a sudden I
caught a glimpse of
a wheel from the
corner of my eye. I
instantly swerved
and missed hitting a
big dump truck by, it
seemed, only a hair.
As I swerved, I honestly felt my car
being pushed over away from the truck.
Shaken to the core, I pulled over and
took a moment to thank God for sending
an angel to save my life. Even now, after
all these years, I can still feel the push of
my car that I know saved my life. I in-
stantly knew God had sent an angel to
push my small convertible away from
that huge dump truck. Now, you may not
believe that, but I can promise you it is
true.

Three times, I believe I’ve seen an
angel. Can I prove it?  No, but I just
know what happened, in all three inci-

dences, was supernatural. A ministering
angel was the only explanation.

Angels, according to the Bible, are
sent to minister to the heirs of salvation.
(Hebrews 13:14). If you are born-again,
you are forgiven by the blood of Jesus
and you are an heir of salvation. Every
promise in the Bible belongs to you. 

Angels are messengers and warriors
sent from God to help us. In 2 Kings, El-
isha’s servant was terrified when he
looked across the hill and saw the King
of Aram had sent a strong military force
to get Elisha. Elisha’s servant was terri-
fied, but the prophet encouraged him, by
saying, “Don’t be afraid. Those who are

with us are more than those who are with
them.” 

The servant couldn’t understand that
because he knew it was just him and El-
isha standing on that hill against a large
army. He was still afraid so Elisha
prayed, “O Lord, open his eyes so he
may see.”  Immediately, the Lord opened
the servant’s eyes, and to his surprise he
saw the hills covered with horses and
chariots of fire all around Elisha” (2
Kings 6: 15-17).

Have you ever been afraid and sud-
denly you sensed a presence of protec-
tion?  God can, and does, send

ministering angels to protect you.  When
we know God’s hand is on our lives, we
can rest in his protection.  

As children of an Almighty God we
can expect to have His favor if we seek
Him with all our heart. He is the one who
sets the rules and then He helps us carry
them out. He did it over and over in the
Old and New Testament. He will do the
same for us in the 21st Century. The
Bible says, “Don’t be afraid, only be-
lieve.”

Don’t ever be afraid of serving God.
He will do you nothing but good. In
Psalms we read: “For you, Lord, will
bless the righteous; with favor will you

compass him as with a
shield” (Psalms
5:12). You are loved
by the Creator of the
Universe ... and
there is no better
feeling of security
than that!

(Tell your story:
if you have experi-
enced angelic pro-

tection, email me at
tleneave@ky-news.com.

If your story is used we will pay you $15).

Teresa LeNeave is the author of
“Seeking His Presence”, which appears weekly
in 15 newspapers in Kentucky and Indiana.
She is a Sunday School teacher at Full Gospel
Temple in Wickliffe. Her approach to
Christianity is based on God’s everlasting love
and His eternal Light that has the power to
transform a life.

If you are interested in syndicating the column
in your newspaper, or on your website, contact
her at tleneave@ky-news.com
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[O]ur hope is the hope of God's power at work

evident in the lives of those who claim to be his

followers and believers. That is where our hope

lies as a nation and as a world.

-Steven Curtis Chapman

by Brian Burgess,
Forefront Families LLC

Rule 8: by Bill Gates to
teenagers. “Your school may
have done away with winners
and losers, but life HAS
NOT. In some schools they
have abolished failing grades
and they’ll give you as
MANY TIMES as you want
to get the right answer. This
doesn’t bear the slightest re-
semblance to ANYTHING in
real life.”

What a shock it was to dis-
cover this very thing in our
school system when we
moved to America nearly 18
years ago. I was employed to
set up an alternative school
for students who had commit-
ted zero tolerance infringe-
ments so they could continue
their education for a year, but
not in the regular public
schools. Extra credit ques-
tions, Summer school, an
after-school makeup for stu-
dents having too many ab-
sences or tardies. I wasn’t
used to this. In every other
country I know of, if you fail
you fail and you get over it. 

Our two children went im-
mediately to College on their
arrival. A few weeks into his
study I asked our son how he
had done that day. His reply
floored us. “I got 110 out of
one hundred.” I asked him
how he could possibly get
110. He told us that he had
‘aced’ the main test and that
there was an extra credit
question worth 10% as well,
and he had aced that. We sort
of snickered at this incredu-
lous situation. I then began to
learn that failure here was a
‘No,no!’

“We can’t afford to let chil-
dren fail. It might hurt their
self-esteem!” Self-esteem has
been so overrated!  How pre-
cious are we to think we can,
or should, shield our children
from failure. The brightest
and biggest Biblical charac-
ters all failed miserably at
some time through their lives.
Most of the world’s renowned
leaders, inventors and entre-
preneurs failed many times in
their lives before becoming
great. In New Zealand, when
I was in High School, the last
three years had national
exams set by the Department
of Education. Only 50% were
allowed to pass to keep the
standards high. They scaled
the results up or down to at-
tain this percentage. My two

brothers and I worked very
hard, but we all failed one of
those sets of exams and had
to do the whole year over
again. It hurt at the time, but
we got over it. We all ended
up with degrees and have all
been school principals!

Life is not like we experi-
ence in our school systems
here. Life is tough and you
usually have only one shot at
things. So why do we give
our kids false hope and not
prepare them for the real
world? We have become far
too soft and pamper our chil-
dren. Many employers tell me
that the young people they
hire today are poorly
equipped for employment and
they give up so easily. They
are not used to high expecta-
tions. Focus is pitiful. Poor
work ethic is rife and we
wonder why our economy is
in such poor shape (apart
from the political reasons!).

Let us, as parents, raise our
kids to be equipped for real-
ity, not fantasy. Teach what it
means to fail and how to re-
cover from the experience.
Look up stories on the Inter-
net about the lives of Abra-
ham Lincoln, Thomas
Edison, Henry Ford, Winston
Churchill and J.K. Rowling.
You will find they all failed
many times before achieving
greatness. At the same time
demonstrate tenacity, focus
and courage in your own life.
These three character quali-
ties and a positive work ethic
are learned when your chil-
dren see them operate in your
life.

Failure is an opportunity to
learn from our mistakes. You
only fail if you quit trying to
reach your vision or goal. We
owe it to our children to
demonstrate that hard work,
being smart and making wise
choices will equip us to suc-
ceed in life. The Apostle Paul
puts it this way in Philippians
4:13-14 “Brothers and sisters,
I know that I have not yet
reached the goal, but there is
one thing I always do. Forget-
ting the past and straining to-
ward what is ahead, I keep
trying to reach the goal and
get the prize for which God
has called me through Christ
to the life above.”

If you have any comments
or questions on this subject,
please contact us at
sally@forefrontfamilies.org
or check out our website at
www.forefrontfamilies.org

EVERYONE WELCOME!YONE WELCOME!EVERYONE WELCOME!

March 18th, 11 a.m.
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