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CRASH CLAIMS LIFE 
OF AREA TEEN

MAYSVILLE | A single ve-
hicle accident on the Clyde 
T. Barbour Parkway has 
claimed the life of 18-year-
old Charles A. Huron, of 
Maysville.

According to a press release 
from the Maysville Police 
Department, the accident 
occurred around 8:12 p.m., 
Tuesday. The caller to the 911 
Emergency Dispatch Center 
indicated a vehicle left the 
roadway near the William 
Harsha Bridge.

According to officials, the 
2000 Jeep Grand Cherokee 
driven by Huron left the 
roadway and struck a large 
metal light pole.

Huron was taken from 
the scene by Maysville EMS 
to Meadowview Regional 
Medical Center, and then 
transferred to University of 
Kentucky Medical Center.

Huron died as a result of 
his injuries Wednesday.

The accident is under in-
vestigation by MPD Officer 
Micah Amstutz. — LI

OHIO DAD ACCUSED 
OF CAGING DAUGHTER 
PLEADS GUILTY

CINCINNATI | A man ac-
cused of duct-taping his 
12-year-old daughter, put-
ting her in a dog cage and 
threatening to electrify it has 
pleaded guilty to attempted 
unlawful restraint in south-
west Ohio.

A court official in Cincin-
nati says 41-year-old James 
Tapke (TAP’-kee) of Spring-
field Township was sen-
tenced to 30 days in jail after 
pleading guilty to the misde-
meanor charge on Tuesday.

Authorities said he shut his 
daughter in the cage Jan. 10 
as punishment after restrain-
ing her hands and feet with 
the duct tape.

The prosecutor’s office has 
said the girl spent only min-
utes in the cage and was not 
injured.

Tapke’s attorney said 
Tapke claimed it was a joke 
that got out of hand.

The girl lives with her 
paternal grandparents and 
Tapke has no custody rights. 
— AP

MOVEMENT SEEN ON 
HILL WHERE OHIO 
BOULDER CRASHED

ATHENS, Ohio | Officials 
monitoring the southeast 
Ohio hillside where a massive 
boulder crushed a car say a 
tree there has moved several 
inches but they don’t believe 
there’s an immediate threat 
of another rockslide.

Monitoring pins were 
installed in the hill after a 
boulder weighing roughly 
100 tons crashed onto a car 
and damaged a home, util-
ity poles, a water line and 
other vehicles in Athens last 
month.

The Athens Messenger re-
ports the man who owns the 
property has asked the city 
to take control of the hillside 
but hasn’t received a re-
sponse. Michael Weiser says 
the city is better equipped 
with resources to handle 
maintenance of the property.

The city’s service-safety 
director says removing the 
boulder and fixing the dam-
aged water line cost the city 
about $24,000. — AP

CINCINNATI CHILDREN’S 
HOSPITAL EXPANDS 
RESEARCH FACILITIES

CINCINNATI | A new $180 
million facility will help Cin-
cinnati Children’s Hospital 
Medical Center expand links 
between research and real-
life medicine.

The hospital says con-
struction on the clinical sci-
ences building will begin this 
summer, and the 15-story 
tower is expected to be ready 
in 2015. The hospital will hire 
up to 100 new research fac-
ulty over the next five years.

The hospital employs some 
12,650 people currently, 
with an annual budget of $1.7 
billion. It serves a large geo-
graphic region, with treat-
ment facilities in Butler, Cl-
ermont, and Warren counties 
and in northern Kentucky, 
besides the main campus in 
Cincinnati. The hospital has 
treated children from around 
the globe. — AP

MARLA TONCRAY 
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FRANKFORT | While Mason, 
Fleming and Bracken counties 
have received a total of $69 
million for road projects, Lewis 
County will see only $5.8 mil-
lion of the two-year transpor-
tation budget passed last week 
in Frankfort.

State Rep. Jill York, R-Gray-
son provided a list of the proj-
ects that will receive funding 
over the next two years.

 • Funding in the amount 
of $450,000 for fiscal year 
2013 has been allocated for 
design work related to a bridge 
replacement project on Ken-
tucky 8 over Kinniconnick 
Creek near Dudley Avenue.

 • A bridge replacement 
project on Browns Run Road 
over Cabin Creek will receive 
$350,000 in fiscal year 13 for 
design work and $60,000 
in fiscal year 2014 for right-
of-way and utility relocation 
work.

 • The largest project to re-
ceive funding in the county 
is the construction of a new 
bridge crossing the north fork 
of the Licking River at the 
Lewis-Fleming County line 
on Kentucky 57. Design work 
is estimated at $500,000 in 
2013 with the actual price of 
construction at $4.5 million for 
fiscal year 2014.

York noted in an email to The 
Ledger Independent that proj-
ects in counties represented 
by powerful House Democrats 

who helped craft the two-year 
road plan, received a much 
larger share of the funds, de-
spite have smaller populations 
and land density as Lewis 
County.

“We can look to the home 
counties of Speaker Stumbo 
and Majority Leader Adkins, of 
Floyd and Elliott, respectively. 
As reported elsewhere in the 
media, their “take” from the 
plan that they crafted...was 
Floyd, $95 million; Elliott $41 
million,” said York.

FOR LEWIS COUNTY

Three projects funded 
under two-year road plan

Associated Press

DAYTON, Ohio | Experts are 
trying to figure out what a fossil 
dubbed “Godzillus” used to be.

The 150-pound fossil re-
covered last year in northern 
Kentucky is more than 6 feet 
long and 3 feet wide. To the un-
trained eye, it looks like a bunch 
of rocks or a concrete blob. 
Experts are trying to determine 
whether it was an animal, min-
eral or a form of plant life from 
a time when the Cincinnati re-
gion was underwater.

Scientists at a Geological 

Society of America meeting 
viewed it Tuesday at the Dayton 
Convention Center in Ohio.

“We are looking for people 
who might have an idea of what 
it is,” said Ben Dattilo, an as-
sistant professor of geology 
at Indiana University-Purdue 
University Fort Wayne.

Scientists say the fossil is 450 
million years old. University of 
Cincinnati geologist Carl Brett 
said it’s the largest fossil ever 
extracted from that era in the 
Cincinnati region.

“This is the ultimate cold 
case,” said Ron Fine, the Day-

ton, Ohio, amateur paleontolo-
gist who spotted the fossil on a 
hillside last year and gave it its 
name.

“Like Godzilla, it’s a primor-
dial beast that found its way to 
the modern era,” Fine said. Now 
43, he’s been collecting fossils 
since age 4, and said he saw part 
of this one on a hillside off Ken-
tucky 17 nearly a year ago.

“Most fossils around here are 
small, the size of your thumb-
nail or your thumb,” he said. 
“This thing’s huge.”

He said it could be an early 
form of seaweed or kelp.

“This one has us stumped,” 
said David Meyer, another UC 
geology professor. Fine shared 
his find last September at a 
meeting of the Dry Dredgers, a 
group of amateur geologists.

Meyer, who wrote a book 
called “A Sea Without Fish” 
about the era, said the fossil has 
intricate patterns that remind 
him of “goose flesh. Some of its 
surface also looks like scales. 
But this thing is not boney. It is 
not a fish.”

He guesses it could have been 
something like a sponge.

“Cincinnati was covered by 
a sea, 100 to 200 feet deep,” 
Meyer said. “Primitive shellfish 
lived in it. But no fish.”

Ohio man’s fossil fi nd in Kentucky stumps experts
LARGE FOSSIL SAID TO BE 450 MILLION YEARS OLD

ASSOCIATED PRESS
In this April 20 photo, amateur paleontologist Ron Fine, of Dayton, Ohio, discusses the fossil he discovered with Carl Brett, center, and David Meyer, 
professors of Geology at the University of Cincinnati, at Caster Library on the campus in Cincinnati. Experts in the U.S. are trying to figure out what 
the 450 million-year-old fossil dubbed “Godzillus” used to be. The 150-pound fossil recovered last year in Kentucky is more than 6 feet long.

Associated Press

EDDYVILLE | Gov. Steve Beshear has 
stopped by to check on progress in repair-
ing the Eggner’s Ferry Bridge.

The Paducah Sun reported Beshear was 
in Eddyville Tuesday to see how a steel 
truss is being assembled to replace one that 
was knocked down by a ship in January.

The contractor is putting the span to-

gether at the Lyon County Riverport. It will 
be taken by barge to the bridge and hoisted 
into position by cranes.

The bridge carries about 3,000 vehicles 
per day between Aurora and the Land Be-
tween the Lakes federal reserve. It spans 
Kentucky Lake. 

Gov. believes bridge will meet deadline

Nicholas Bes-
hear, left, reaches 
to shake hands 
with Tom Rob-
erts, vice presi-
dent of Hall Con-
tracting, right, 
as Beshear’s 
grandfather, Ken-
tucky Gov. Steve 
Beshear, su-
pervises the ex-
change Tuesday, 
at the Eddyville 
Port Authority 
near Eddyville. 
The governor 
brought Nicho-
las, 9, to western 
Kentucky for 
several stops 
on his schedule 
Tuesday.
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LOUISVILLE | Kentucky must 
either switch to a single drug 
to perform executions within 
90 days or prepare to go to trial 
on the claims of death row in-
mates challenging the state’s 
three-drug method of carrying 
out capital punishment, a judge 
ruled Wednesday.

In a long-awaited order, 
Franklin Circuit Judge Phillip 
Shepherd wrote that the state’s 
three-drug method may no lon-
ger be necessary now that other 
states have successfully used 
a single drug to execute con-
demned inmates and shown that 

Judge: Ky. 
must consider 
single drug 
executions
GIVES STATE 90 
DAYS TO WEIGH 
CHANGE
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