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LAST OF THE BIG BOYS his yellow poplar, cut recently on
Black Mountain, was termed "the last of the big boys" in Letcher
County by forester Ted Parten. The tree, which was seven feet
in diameter breast high (note relative size of man at right) con-

tained 11, 000 board feet of lumber, which foresters said was.e-nou- gh

to build a five-roo- m house. It was cut into three 16-fo- ot

logs, one 3.4-fo- ot log and one 12-fo- ot log. Not raany years ago
Letcher County was studded with similar trees, but now very lit-

tle virgin forest remains.

The case for trees
By CECIL HENS LEY

In Letcher County 90 per cent
of the land is suited to forest
production. Even though 9 out
of 10 acres in the county is or
snould be producing timber pro-
ducts, less than , 10 per cent of
our income from the land comes
from the sale of wood products.
Any time that 90 per cent of our
productive capacity is returning
only 10 per cent of our gross re-

ceipts, something is out of bal-

ance.
The people of Letcher County

have a major responsibility to do
something about this situation.
One way to act is through refor-
estation. These bare, brown
hills can be converted from tax
liabilities to financial assets.

According to the conservation
needs estimates worked up
through the efforts
of the Kentucky Division of Fore-t-

ry, the Soil Conservation Ser-

vice, ASC and Soil Conservation.
District Board of Supervisors,
there are 50, 000 acres of idle,
open, mountain
land in the county growing up in
broomsedge. sawbriars and scrub.

Fleming-Neo- n

bones common
By MRS. JIM REVIS
Phone 855-38- 41

Mrs. Lute Hall is out of the
hospital and at home. She is
very much improved. Her sis-

ter, Mrs. Laura Stidham, from
Seco, is staying with her this
week

Visiting Mrs. Hall were her
two daughters, M.rs. Irene Noble
and daughter, Madonna, from
Ravenna and Mrs. Elmer Meade
and Tammie from Hazard.

Ladell Hall visited her grand-
father and grandmother Kincer.
and her sister Laree at Whitaker.

Mary Anderson from Fleming
visited Mrs. Lute Hall one day
last week

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Collier
of Fleming went to Huntington,
W Va., where Mr. Collier had
a medical checkup.

Mrs. McFall at Fleming visited
her son. Earl Napier, at Hazard.
He returned home and stayed
with his mother a week.

Charlie Napier from London-vill- e.

Ohio, came down for a.

visit --and took Earl back with
him Sunday.

The roads have been so bad
that it's 'hard for people to get
back and forth to work. Mrs.
Lawson Hall, who works at the

This 50,"000 acres of open land
represents a mighty, productive
potential in the economic de-

velopment of the county.
In the year 1962, there were

333 acres of trees set in Letcher
County. At this rate it would
take 150 years to cover or con-

vert these hills back to forest
production. That is far too
long.

Many benefits would accrue
from an accelerated reforestation
program.

Jobs would be assured from the
production of timber throughout
the years to come. The value
of the land would increase con-
stantly.

In our own times, when we
talk so much of tourism, a good
forestry program would present a
sight to the eye that might well
be worth driving through a few
states to see. Controlled growth
of hardwoods would assure cover
and forage for wildlife. Ever-
greens would cover the more in-

fertile spots.
Come, let us work together.

The results of a combined effort
can be of immense benefit to us

all.

Neon drug store and lives at
Millstone, had to spend the
night with Mrs. Ballard Meade
Wednesday and then Monday
was not able to return to work
because of bad roads.

Mrs. John Craft fell while try-
ing to put a rock behind her car
to keep it from rolling back and
she broke her arm an inch from
the elbow. We are sorry to hear
of her accident.

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Re vis and
Rachel had dinner with Mr. and
Mrs. W. M. Dempsey and Mr.
and Mrs. Sherman Wright Sun-

day. Other guests were Mrs.
Howard Foster and Anthony.

Sunday night Mr. and Mrs.
Don Wright and Mr. and Mrs.
Charlie Wright went to Whites-bur- g

to watch league bowling.
Mrs. Liza Cornett is ill. She

will have a lump removed from
her head after a few tests are
made. We hope she will recover
soon.

Mr. and Mrs. Conley Webb
visited Mr. and Mrs. Granville
Dagnan Sunday night.

Sharon Craft of the University
of Kentucky is visiting her par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Craft,
this week.

(Continued on Page 2)
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Signs of ttie political spring to
come were evident in Letcher
County this week as the two ma-
jor candidates for the Democrat-
ic nomination for governor an-

nounced their local campaign
chairman.

Headquarters fotNed Breathitt,
the candidate of the Combs ad-

ministration, said Dexter Dixon
ofBlackey and Mrs. Archie Craft
of Whitesburg would serve as
chairman and chairwoman in
the Breathitt campaign here.

Headquarters for A. B. (Happy)
Chandler, Breathitt's chief op-

ponent, said Chandler's chairman
here would be Hassel Stamper,
assisted by Robert Collins and
Jesse Bates. Stamper said Mrs.
JoNell Adams, wife of Bob Ad-

ams of Whitesburg, would serve
as chairwoman.

Breathitt called the selection
of Mrs. Craft and Dixon "an im-

portant step on the road to vic-

tory in the primary election."
"We are getting highly respon-

sible people in all our county
organizations," he added.

Dixon said that with Breathitt
as governor the road from Camp-to- n

to Whitesburg will be com-
pleted and the state's tax struc-
ture will remain as it is.

He said the race pits a young
energetic man against 'two ma-
chine politicians who have had
Kentucky on a leash too long.

Mrs. Craft said, "for the last
four years Kentucky has been on
the upward climb on the road to
progress. Kentucky needs a
clean, unscarred, young, intell-
igent, impartial leadership. We
have this in Ned Breathitt. "

Dixon, an accountant, serves
also as president of the Letcher
Parent-Teach- er Association,
a member of the Lions Club and
secretary -- treasurer of the
Whitesburg Chamber of Com-

merce. He is a Navy veteran
of World War II.

Mrs. Craft has been Letcher
County coroner for eight years.
She has been president of the
Woman's Club, a member of the
Governor's Council on Medical
Care for the Indigent, a district
officer of Daughters of America,
member of the Business and Pro-

fessional Woman's Club, home
service chairman for Red Cross
for 10 years and chairman of
the polio drive for 15 years. She
has been a member of the Letch-
er County Library Board for 10
years.

Stamper, a former Letcher

7 BRIDGE

BEING REBUILT

Material for construction of a
new bridge rm Kentucky 7 at
Twinbridge near Blackey was
being moved in today by State
Highway Department crews.

The bridge collapsed last week
under the weight of an over-

loaded coal truck.
The highway department said

work on construction of the new
bridge would start immediately.

The Letcher County fair will
be revived this year.

Wallace Kincer, who has been
chosen as chairman of the fair
board, said the fair will be held
Sept. 9-- 14 at the Whitesburg
Show Grounds near the city park.

Fair biard members are now
developing a fair catalog and
setting up competitions in farm
crops, FFA, 4-- FHA, handi

i
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County sheriff, owns and oper-
ates a sawmill in Letcher Coun-
ty. He is a former magistrate
and former member of the
Letcher County school board.

Bates is serving his second term
as police judge of Jenkins. He
served three terms as magisrtate
in Letcher County.

Collins is a former county
judge, state representative and
sheriff. He is a coal mine op-

erator. He is a veteran of World
War II and served in China,
Burma and India. He is a Mason
and a member of the Veterans
of Foreign Wars.

The Chandler forces said they
would issue a statement concern-
ing their candidate later.

In another political develop
ment. Mrs. Marjorie Day Ad-

ams, widow of Riley Adams,
announced as a candidate for the
Republican nomination for Cir-

cuit Court Clerk. The present
clerk, W. L. Stallardjr., also
is a Republican. James Wright

DISCUSSION-SERIE-

STARTS MONDAY
The first in a series of discus-.sio- n

classes sponsored by the
Letcher County Library Board
will be held at 7:30 p. m. Mon-

day at the county library in
Whitesburg.

The Rev. Charles Hansel, Ne-

on, will have charge.

CLEAN-U- P MEETING

TUESDAY NIGHT

A clean-u- p campaign will be
launched here at a dinner next
Tuesday night at the Coffey
House.

Two state officials will speak.
Persons vwho want reservations

for the dinner portion of the
meeting should phone Mrs. Ar-

chie Craft, Whitesburg.

Gunshot wound

fatal to man
Dean Mercer, 40, of Johnson

City, Tenn. , died here Sutiday
as the result of a gunshot wound.

Coroner Virginia Craft ruled
the death a suicide.

Mercer was visiting friends at
the time of his death, Mrs.
Craft said no one was in the
room with him when he appar-
ently put a .32-calib- er pistol
tb his nead and pulled the trig-
ger. She said the bullet entered
nishead just above the right ear.

The body was returned tojohn-so- n

City, where funeral services
were held, and then was taken to
Marion, Va., for burial.

Mercer is survived by a daugh-
ter.

be held
crafts and many other categories.
Kincer said anyone who wants to
suggest a contest should contact
him or the county agent's office
as soon as possible,

An amusement company will
offer 10 rides and two family-typ- e

shpws. Fair board mem-
bers hope to arrange a major at-

traction for each night of the
fair.
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governor
here
also has formally annoubced for
the office, on the Democratic
ticket.

A circuit judge and common-
wealth's attorney also are to be
chosen this year. Judge J. L.
Hays is expected to seek the
nomination on both the Repu-
blican and Democratic tickets.
Commonwealth's Attorney Em-m- ett

G. Fields, a Republican,
also is expected to seek

Atty. Stanley Hogg reportedly
is considering entering the rac.
for circuit judge.

A senator and representative
in the Kentucky legislature will
be elected this year too. Rep.
W. R. Jordan has not said wheth-
er he will run again. Raymond
Collins of Whitesburg is reported
to be considering running for the
Republican nomination for repre-
sentative if a suit now pending
against him results in his dismis-
sal from the office of county
school board member which he
now holds.

Stephen Blair

rites Sunday
Funeral services for Stephen L.

Blair of Thornton will be con-
ducted at 1 p. m. Sunday at
Craft Funeral Home by Elders
Robert Hart and Arlin McClan-aha- n

and the Rev. Charles Car-
ter.

Mr. Blair, who practiced law
in Whitesburg for many years,
died at 3 a. m. today at his
home. He had been in ill health
for 22 years.

He was born in Letcher County
and was a son of Robert and Ra-

chel Fairchild Blair.
He was associated with Atty.

French Hawk in the practice of
law here until ill health forced
his retirement. He was 75 at
the time of his death.

Survivors are his wife, Mrs.
Ollie Frankli n Blair, whom he
married in 1908; four sons, Estill
and Woodford Blair, Whitesburg;
Clifford C. Blair, 'Lexington,
and Arnold Blair, Thornton; a
daughter, Mrs. Alpha Franklin,
Detroit; two brothers, Robert
Blair, Grayson, and Sam Blair,
Whitesburg: a sister, Mrs. Sarah
Evans, Ashland, and 19 grand-
children and 14

R. B. WRIGHT DIES

AT HOME IN OHIO

R. B. Wright, 76, of Wellstbn,
Ohio, formerly of Letcher Coun-

ty, died unexpectedly of a cere-
bral hemorrhage Wednesday.

Wright, a retired farmer with
extensive real estate holdings,
lived in and around Whitesburg
prior to 1947 when he moved to
Wellston. He was a son of Joel
and Jane Venters Wright.

Survivors include his wife,
Minnie, and sons Paul and Dan-

iel Wright of Wellston and Ray-
mond Wright of Ray. Ohio.

Other survivors included two
sisters, Mrs Emily Anderson of
Letcher County and Mrs. Louise
Mize of Ravenna; and brothers
Adam Wright of Letcher County,
Martin of London and Marvin of
Detroit, Mich.

Funeral services will be held at
the Wright residence at Wells-

ton at 2 p. m. Sunday. Burial
will be in Wellston.


