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Mailed pot
lands two

behind bars

By Ben Carlson
News staff

A 57-year-old Lawrenceburg 
woman is behind bars for allegedly 
allowing 8 pounds of pot to be mailed 
to her home in exchange for crack 
cocaine.

Diana L. Hart of 303 Vail Drive was 
charged with trafficking marijuana 
when a postal inspector tracked 
a large box to her home that was 
mailed from an address in California.

The post office alerted the Law-
renceburg Police Department, which 
arrested Hart and Lexington resident 
Tenisha Y. Higgins on Friday after-

Police say 57-year-old
accepted 8 pounds of weed

in exchange for crack

Photos by Ben Carlson

Diana Hart, 57, is escorted to a waiting jail van afternoon behind the Lawrenceburg Police 
Department. Hart and a Lexington woman were arrested last Friday for allegedly conspir-
ing to have marijuana mailed to Lawrenceburg from California.See POT, Page A2

Student,
granddad

jailed after
car wreck

By Ben Carlson
News staff

All she had to do was call the 
police.

That’s what officers are saying 
after a vehicle driven 
by an 18-year-old 
Anderson County 
High School student 
hit a patch of ice, 
veered off Hammond 
Road and destroyed 
an estimated $500,000 
worth of telephone 
equipment last 
Wednesday morning.

Instead, Johnna M. 
Lohman of 1070 Buck-
ley Lane apparently 
sped off, triggering a 
police search for the 
car that resulted in 
numerous criminal 
charges against her 
and her grandfather, 
Louis A. Colpitts, 73, of the same 

High school senior flees
after vehicle wipes out
$500K of phone gear

Lohman

Colpitts

Ward teachers to be evaluted by their students
By Meaghan Downs

News staff 

Student growth and stu-
dent-answered surveys will 
be two new components of 
evaluating the effective-
ness of Anderson County 
teachers. 

A new teacher evalu-
ation system, known as 
the Professional Growth 
and Effectiveness System 
(PGES), places teachers on 
a “continuum of perfor-
mance,” from the low level 
category of “ineffective” 
to highest level of “exem-
plary.“

Coming as a direc-
tive from the Kentucky 

Department of Education, 
the state-developed “effec-
tiveness system” was cho-
sen for adoption by unani-
mous vote of the Anderson 
County school board on 
Monday night.

According to the Ken-
tucky School Boards Asso-
ciation, about 50 Kentucky 
school districts will be 
piloting the state-devel-
oped system for the 2013-
2014 school year. 

Emma B. Ward Elemen-
tary is among those pilot 
schools. According to 
Instructional Supervi-
sor Sharon Jackman, five 
to nine teachers at Ward 

will be measured for their 
effectiveness based on the 
PGES system.

Fall 2013 will be the 
first time Anderson Coun-
ty teachers are evaluated 
based in part on direct evi-
dence of students’ growth 
in the classroom. 

“The biggest difference 
is our current system is 
more of a measurement of 
whether or not the teacher 

met the standard or didn’t 
meet the standard,” Jack-
man said. “The new system 
is more focused on devel-
opment.” 

Ward Elementary Prin-
cipal Amanda Ellis has 
already passed the training 
to evaluate teachers using 
the new system, Jackman 
said. 

Children’s surveys, performance to gauge effectiveness
“I know my students. I know where they’re at and we 

have that relationship already where they have a voice 
in my classroom.” 

—Lisa Hudson
Fifth grade reading teacher

See WARD, Page A2

See WRECK, Page A2

Man charged
with video
voyeurism

By Ben Carlson
News staff

A Florida man is charged with 
video voyeurism for allegedly set-
ting up a video camera in the home 
of a Lawrenceburg woman.

Dale Chrisien, 56, of 291 Mango 
St., Fort Meyers allegedly set up the 
camera in a “private living area” 
of the home, located on Edge Hill 
Drive in Lawrenceburg.

The incident dates back to July 
of 2005.

Chrisien entered a plea of not 
guilty through his attorney, Michael 
Hawkins, last Thursday morning in 
Anderson District Court.

During the hearing, District 
Court Judge Donna Dutton set a 
pretrial conference for May 15, fol-
lowing by a hearing June 6, both in 
district court.

Chrisien did not attend the hear-
ing, prompting Dutton to advise his 
attorney that the charge is a Class D 

Chrisien allegedly put camera
in woman’s ‘private living area’Health director seeks

33% tax rate increase

By Ben Carlson
News staff

The county’s health 
director is proposing a 
33 percent property tax 
rate increase to make 
up for funds his depart-
ment did not receive 
from a Medicaid insur-
ance provider and 
end furlough days for 
employees.

Director Tim Wright 
is asking the county’s 
board of health to 
increase the tax rate 
from 30 cents per $1,000 
of assessed value to 40 

cents, an increase of 33 
percent. That increase 
is expected to generate 
$150,000 in additional 
revenue, from about 
$460,000 to $610,000, a 
32.6 percent increase.

The health board, 
which usually sets its 

Wright says revenue needed cover Medicaid 
shortfall, end employee furlough days

Public vote
A rate increase that gener-

ates more than 4 percent 
additional revenue would be 
subject to a public referen-
dum. Details, A2.

See HEALTH, Page A2
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FIREMAN’S FUNERAL
Pallbearers place the casket of former city firefighter Gillmond Estill 
Curtsinger, Jr., in a fire truck following a Tuesday funeral service. Curt-
singer was an integral part of the early formation of the Anderson 
County rescue squad in the ‘60s, and was a city firefighter for more than 
30 years. For more on Curtsinger’s life, read his obituary on A6.

See VIDEO, Page A2


