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A quiet stretch of Coral
Ridge Road (Highway 1020), to
the west of the CSX railroad
tracks, parallels a residential
street to the east named Huber
Station Road that enters East
Blue Lick Road near where the
train derailment occurred last
year.

This area has received con-
siderable attention in recent
years, with a fiery train wreck
in 2007 in almost the same loca-
tion of the more recent one.

With a name like Huber Sta-
tion Road, and a location next to
a railroad track, you would
think there must have been a
train station close by at one
time, and you’d be right.

The system, then known as the Louis-
ville & Nashville Railroad, reached this
area in the mid-1850s, and by 1860 pro-
vided rail transportation between its two
namesake cities.

As it traveled through the northern
part of Bullitt County, it passed through a
farming area just to the east of the knobs
region, and then dove between Coleman
and MacDonald Knobs in a space that is
appropriately called “Gap in Knob,”
coming out just north of Shepherdsville.

While some families already lived in
the area, others from Louisville were
quick to see the potential here for sum-
mer homes in the country. One such fam-
ily was that of James Henry Huber.

The son of a Presbyterian minister,
Huber joined the business world early,
working first as a clerk in the office of an
iron furnace at Shepherdsville. After a
short time, he became their bookkeeper.

Moving to Louisville, Huber became a
partner in the music and instrument
house of D. P. Faulds & Company but sold
out his interests there to enlist in the
Mexican war about 1847.

After that war, he returned to Louis-
ville and worked for various companies.
During this time, he joined a group of
men who obtained a state charter in 1854
to organize the “Young Men’s Christian
Association of Louisville,” and served as
the organization’s first president.

When the Civil War broke out in 1861,
he was a senior clerk for the Hamilton
Company, one of Louisville’s pork pack-
ers. When the Hamilton Company estab-

lished a banking house, Huber
became its cashier. The bank
would later become known as
the People’s Bank of Kentucky.

In 1866, Huber purchased
333 acres of land along the rail-
road in Bullitt County from the
estate of Charles Q. Armstrong.
He soon moved his large family
to their new country home.

In those days, it was more
convenient to ride the train be-
tween Louisville and Shepherd-
sville than to travel the rough
roads. The local trains would
often stop in rural areas to al-
low passengers to board or de-
part near their homes. Howev-
er, Huber didn’t waste time be-
fore persuading the railroad to

build a small depot on his land, and it was
finished by June 1871; thus Huber’s Sta-
tion was born.

Huber also had ambitious plans for
the area. Together with George Shanklin,
John O. Harrison and Henry C. Pindell,
he obtained a charter from the General
Assembly in 1870 to organize a residen-
tial community known as Knoll Park on
up to 3,000 acres of land just north of the
Gap in Knob railroad station. However,
there is little evidence that this develop-
ment prospered.

Huber continued to work as the bank’s
cashier for more than 30 years, traveling
daily between his home and Louisville.
During that time Huber’s Station was a
regular stop on the railroad for the local
trains that traveled from Louisville to
Springfield by way of Shepherdsville
and Bardstown.

In1893, the small bank concluded that
it could no longer be profitable, and after
settling its affairs, James Huber closed
its doors in March 1894.

His health had been deteriorating in
recent months, and he was diagnosed
with “softening of the brain.” While the
disease made it increasingly difficult for
him to function intellectually, he was still
able to get about, and he enjoyed taking
morning walks along the platform at the
station.

On the morning of April 27, 1894, a
train engineer saw a figure walking on
the track about 100 feet south of the plat-
form and in the direction the train was
running. The man did not leave the track

and the engineer blew the whistle of his
engine. Then he applied the air brake but
to little avail. The distance was too short
to stop, and while running at good speed
the engine struck the man, tossing him
from the tracks and killing him.

Thus ended the life of James Henry
Huber. His widow, Henrietta Douglas
Huber, and her remaining children at
home, continued to live in the small com-
munity. Henrietta died shortly after
Christmas1900, but the Huber home con-
tinued to be occupied by her daughter,
Mary, and her husband, Francis J. Ha-
gan. Then, in October 1903, following a
bitter dispute with a neighbor, the Ha-
gans sold the land around the depot to

Ben Shepherd and moved to Montgome-
ry, Ala.

Francis Hagan returned in August
1904 to sell the last of their Bullitt County
land. In a final encounter at the depot, he
was fatally wounded by John Barbour.
(See bullittcountyhistory.org/an-
nounce2.html for more details.)

Thus ended the connection with the
Huber family and the little station that
bore its name. Trains continued to stop
there for a few years more, but within a
decade it saw few trains stop at its door.
Today, no passenger trains come this
way. Only the memory of a long-gone de-
pot is there to watch the future go by.
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