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The latest proposed El-
lingsworth Lane develop-
ment has some Middle-
town residents concerned
about potential drainage,
traffic and rental prob-
lems.

Louisville develop-
ment firm Hollenbach
Oakley has submitted
plans for a 398-unit “re-
sort style” apartment
complex.

Residents opposed two
previous plans to develop
the site, including one for
condos in 2007 that was
approved by the Middle-
town City Commission but
was not built.

The new plan would
have 19 apartment build-
ings on 34 acres along El-
lingsworth Lane north of
Interstate 64 and east of
Blankenbaker Parkway.
The complex would in-
clude three lakes, a club-
house, garages and a pool.
Rents would be roughly
$1,000 a month, John Hol-
lenbach said.

The apartment build-
ings would sit 150 feet
away from Ellingsworth
Lane, and 10-foot berms
with trees would make
them invisible to motor-
ists on the street, he said.
Berms would also sepa-
rate the development
from the Swan Pointe
neighborhood.

The plan goes to the
Louisville Metro Planning
Commission, which will
make a recommendation
to the Middletown City
Commission, which has
the final say.

The developers recent-
ly met with nearby resi-
dents to discuss their plan.

“We’re concerned
about what you’ll see
when you pull out of your
neighborhood,” Hollen-
bach told about 100 people
during a meeting at the
East County Government

Center.
Several residents said

they would worry more
about the complex’s po-
tential tenants than its vis-
ibility. They suggested
that renters could cause
crime in the area, and that
the apartments could de-
valuesurroundingproper-
ty.

“When you own a home,
you take pride in it,” said
Steve Carrico, who lives in
Douglass Hills. “Home-
owners have more ac-
countability than rent-
ers.”

Hollenbach said his
firm prides itself on its
work, and tenants who
cause problems would be
evicted.

Wayne Kolb, a Swan
Pointe resident, said he
feared Hollenbach would
sell the development, and
its “resort style” prestige
would fade.

“You build nice things,
but what’s it going to look
like in five or 10 years?”
Kolb asked Hollenbach,
who responded that he
hoped his firm would own
the development forever.

Middletown approved
developer Hinton
McGraw’s plan to put 488
condominiums on the land
in 2007. But when the
housing market began to
slump, Hinton McGraw
retooled the plan to make
less than half of the units
apartments. The commis-
sion rejected that plan in
2009.

Apartments are the
only buildings that can
feasibly go on the site, said
attorney Bill Bardenwer-
per, who represents Hol-
lenbach Oakley. When the
commission accepted
Hinton McGraw’s plan, it
rezoned the land for multi-
family housing.

“There’s no market for
condos,” Bardenwerper
said. “No one can get bank
financing for condos.
Sand states like Florida,
Nevada, Arizona and

southern California so
overbuilt the condo mar-
ket that lenders said they
aren’t going to lend to this
kind of development.”

While rental property
was the main point of con-
tention at the recent meet-
ing, several people ex-
pressed concerns about
traffic on Ellingsworth
Lane. They said the apart-
ments would make it too
congested.

In response to those
concerns, Hollenbach said
a dedicated right turn lane
would be added to Blan-
kenbaker Parkway at the
Ellingsworth Lane inter-
section. Westbound El-
lingsworth Lane would
gain a dedicated left turn
lane at the intersection,
and dedicated left and
right turn lanes would be
added to the street at the
Belmont Parkway inter-
section, he said.

Despite the proposed
road changes, people still
saw congestion as an inev-
itable concern.

Swan Pointe residents
voiced concern about
drainage in their yards,
but Hollenbach said his
firm would work to im-
prove existing drainage
methods. The complex
would detain 50 percent
more water than MSD’s
required amount with
three watersheds, which
would transfer water to
existing ponds, outlets
and channels, Hollenbach
said.

Middletown Mayor By-
ron Chapman said he was
not prepared to comment
specifically on the devel-
opment, but said anything
built in Middletown will
be held to a high standard.

“We require more than
Metro Louisville,” he said.
“Anything that happens
out here, we try to make it
nice.”

Reporter Patrick T. Sullivan
can be reached at (502)
582-4335.
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next level,” said Amy Baumert, 17, an
Eastern High student who has been
dancing since she was 5 years old.

The team represents several area
schools, including Barret Traditional
and Crosby middle schools, St. Marga-
ret Mary and Eastern, Assumption,
Manual and Floyd Central high
schools.

Many of the girls have spent most of
their competitive dance careers with
one another, Eaves said. The years to-
gether and time spent practicing and
competing has fostered a camaraderie
that Eaves said is crucial to an elite
dance squad.

“They have to be able to get along
with each other, trust each other and
put 100 percent into this mutual goal
that they have of competing for
dance,” Eaves said. “It’s their passion.”

Part of that passion is dancing
through injury, Eaves said. In the
weeks leading up to the competition, as
many as eight girls were suffering

from sprained wrists and ankles, bro-
ken toes and shin splints.

“They’re used to having some kind
of pain that they work with,” she said.

The cost for each girl to attend the
competition is $1,000, Eaves said.

Although several of the girls’
schools have dance teams, many of the
dancers choose to compete for Vision
Dance because of the team’s competi-
tiveness.

“This program has good style and a
great coach,” said Jacqueline Swigert,
17, who danced at Assumption during
her freshman and sophomore years
but chose to compete for Vision Dance
this year. “It’s amazing because of all
the girls.”

Reporter Patrick T. Sullivan can be
reached at (502) 582-4335.

» ON THE COVER: Aleena Dicken is
a part of the Vision Dance Senior All-
Stars.

“Everybody’s goal is to win that national championship and win the ring that they
get for nationals,” said choreographer Lee Eaves.

Krista Vogt
rehearses a
dance routine.


