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a point where having to set an alarm or
having to be in an office doesn’t always
appeal,” he said.

IUS is sorry to see him go, Vice Chan-
cellor for Academic Affairs Gil Atnip
said. “But, knowing Carl, he’ll continue
to be very active in the community.”

Over the years, he has become in-
volved with many community organiza-
tions. He serves on the boards of the
Clark County Museum and the Falls of
the Ohio Foundation and is chairman-
elect of the Center for Cultural Re-
sources, which is located at IUS but is a
separate entity.

“There are a lot of things that Mary
and I do together,” he said. The two are
active with the Clark County Chapter of
the American Red Cross (Mary is the
current chairwoman, while Carl is a past
chairman), Rotary and Boy Scouts.

Kramer has been active in Boy Scouts
for more than 57 years. “I started as a
Cub Scout at age 8,” he said. “I’ve been in
it ever since.”

He earned his Eagle Scout ranking
and has served on the local and national
level with the Order of the Arrow pro-
gram. He is currently assistant district
commissioner, working with several Jef-
fersonville troops.

Even though his time teaching at IUS
is coming to a close, Kramer will con-
tinue to educate, focusing on Kramer As-
sociates Inc., the historical research
business he and Mary operate out of
their Jeffersonville home.

Housed in their basement, their office
space holds a partners’ desk, an old li-
brary table for their computer and three
walls of bookshelves, six shelves high, to
hold their large collection of history and
social sciences books. Mementos and
knickknacks fill the few open spaces.

Kramer has written 10 history books
and countless pamphlets, booklets and
fliers for organizations ranging from the
city of Frankfort, Ky., to Bales Motor Co.

He grew up in Speed and graduated
from Silver Creek High School in 1964.
He attended Anderson College (now Uni-
versity) where he received a B.A. in his-
tory and political science in 1968.

He began teaching as a graduate stu-
dent at Roosevelt University in Chicago,
where he earned his master’s degree in
urban education.

Serving in a two-year internship pro-
gram, Kramer taught elementary school
students.

“I learned very quickly that I didn’t
have the temperament for elementary
teaching,” he said. “Kids can play me. I
would lose my temper.”

It was while living in Chicago that
Kramer decided to become an urban his-
torian. “I became fascinated with the
city,” he said. “As a small town kid from
Speed, all of it fascinated me.”

While visiting his family over Christ-
mas break in1969, Kramer learned of the

new Urban Studies Center, a graduate
program in urban development through
the University of Louisville aimed at
working professionals.

Through the program he earned a
master’s degree in community develop-
ment in 1970, plus he received two years
of hands-on experience with demogra-
phy and planning.

“I was now a 24-year-old with two
master’s degrees, but no job,” he said.

So he set off for the University of To-
ledo to earn a doctorate degree, studying
under Charles N. Glaab, a pioneer in
American urban history.

His college teaching career began
there, as he taught two years as a gradu-
ate teaching assistant.

“I knew going in that the market for
history professors was getting tight,” he

said. “When I started college, they would
have 40 pages of job listings for history
majors. By the time I had my master’s
degree, the list had dwindled down to
maybe three.”

In 1976 his local teaching career be-
gan when he accepted a job with U of L’s
Institute for Community Development,
where he taught Louisville history, his-
toric preservation, labor history and ur-
ban history off and on for the next 10
years.

“I decided if I’m going to live a life of
professional insecurity, I might as well
start in the community I know,” he said.

Other college-level teaching positions
never came, although he applied for
some and reached finalist status on a
few.

Over the years Kramer made a name

for himself as a historical researcher
and author, starting with a commission
from Louisville Historic Landmarks in
1976 for two municipal reports, narra-
tive histories of two areas in Louisville.
His study of the Central South area be-
came the basis for his doctoral disserta-
tion.

He maintained a 12-year consulting
relationship with Hoosier Valley Eco-
nomic Opportunity (now CASI), which
ended shortly after he was appointed
Clark County planning director in Au-
gust 1991. He served until November
1997, developing a county comprehen-
sive plan.

Kramer said he remains open to the
possibility of future teaching assign-
ments, but “there are other things I want
to focus on now. I want to remain intel-
lectually and professionally active.”
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“Knowing Carl, he’ll continue to be very
active in the community.”
GIL ATNIP, vice chancellor for academic affairs at IUS

Kramer previously taught history at the University of Louisville and served as Clark County planning director.


