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Amber Pyle, 18, wanted her poster en-
try in the Derby Festival Student Art
contest to be recognizable to anyone,
even people outside Kentucky.

It was recognizable to the contest
judges, who awarded her first place in

the ninth-
to-12th-grade
division.

Amber, a
senior at Plea-
sure Ridge
Park High
School, heard
about the con-
test from her
art teacher,
Cheryl Wilhoit,
who had en-
couraged her to
enter a contest
before.

“I won that
one, so I
thought maybe
I could win this
one too,” Am-
ber said. “I
wanted to make
mine obvious —

but good.”
Wilhoit said students like Amber

make her realize she’s fortunate to be a
teacher.

“I’ve seen her come to realize a direc-
tion, passion and purpose in her life,”
Wilhoit said. “Although she is very fo-
cused and works hard to develop her tal-
ent and abilities, Amber is very humble
and giving. She’s loved very much here
at Pleasure Ridge by faculty as well as
students.”

Amber’s watercolor drawing features
Pegasus, with the Louisville skyline and
fireworks in the background, as well as
hot air balloons and the Ohio River.

Along with the first-place winners in
all divisions, Amber received a 2012
framed Festival Poster by Andre’ Fore-
man, as well as a chance to appear with
the “Festival Winners” in the 2012 Re-
public Bank Pegasus Parade. All win-
ners receive a medallion, certificate and
a Kentucky Derby Festival Student Art
Contest winner’s pin.

The winning artwork went on display

Feb. 1 and will remain through April 27
at Mellwood Arts and Entertainment
Center. On May 1 it will be relocated to
the Republic Bank Parade Preview Par-
ty at the Kentucky Exposition Center.

Amber attended the awards ceremo-
ny Jan. 5 at the Henry Clay Building
knowing she had placed but not knowing
which prize she’d be awarded.

“I was nervous. When they an-
nounced it my jaw dropped. I was ex-
pecting third or honorable mention,” she
said, adding that she’d seen the other fi-
nalists’ entries and they were all very
good.

Amber says she’s been drawing since
she was little. “Everyone tells me I’m
good,” she said.

Amber has been accepted to the Uni-
versity of Louisville Hite Art Institute
where she will study art in the fall and
possibly major in 2-D studio art. She in-
tends to pursue an art career.

Amber Pyle’s winning artwork is currently on display at Mellwood Arts and Entertainment Center.
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PRP senior wins Derby student art contest
Watercolor drawing
features Pegasus
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AMBER PYLE
School: Pleasure Ridge
Park High
Grade: 12
Hobbies: art, drawing,
listening to music

ALL FIRST-PLACE WINNERS
Division A: Kindergarten and First Grade, Maggie Tomaszewski, St. Agnes
School. Teacher: Laura Dant
Divison B: Second and Third Grades, Charles Tandy, Whitney Young Elementary.
Teacher: Kristine Larson
Division C: Fourth and Fifth Grades, Dylan Boston, Breckinridge-Franklin Ele-
mentary. Teacher: Sarah Maxwell-Miller
Division D: Sixth to Eighth Grades, Zac Belefield, Barret Traditional Middle.
Teacher: Margi Garcia
Division E: Ninth to 12th Grades, Amber Pyle, Pleasure Ridge Park High. Teacher:
Cheryl Wilhoit
Division F: Computer Division, Jake Locker, Manual High. Teacher: Suzanne Side-
bottom

“I was nervous. When they announced it
my jaw dropped. I was expecting third or
honorable mention.”
AMBER PYLE


