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possible new strategies to address the
problem.

Besides being a problem in the Chur-
chill Downs area, vacant and abandoned
properties are common in other areas, too,
especially western Louisville, Old Louis-
ville and parts of the southern and south-
west sections of the city.

Called the “2012 Louisville Vacant,
Abandoned and Under Utilized Property
Summit: The Outcome,” last week’s public
conference was held at Memorial Audito-
rium, 970 S. Fourth St., as a followup to a
similar one held last April.

Since January 2009, the city has had
1,100 property cases referred for demoli-
tion. Out of those, there are currently 100
active cases, including the Rodman house,
she said.

During that same time period, the city
demolished 385 properties at a cost of
more than $1.5 million, and 286 have been
demolished by the owners.

Another 71 have been rehabbed, and
360properties didnotmeet thecriteria for
demolition — in some cases because they
were in preservation districts.

“Our biggest problem is just determin-
ingownership,”Jesselsaidinaninterview.

InthecaseoftheRodmanHouse,Jessel
saidshe’s still in theprocess ofdoinga title
search and notifying the owner of record,
heirs or spouses of the owner and anyone
else who might have an interest in the
property, including a lien or mortgage
holder. A demolition order could be ap-
pealed, and if asbestos is found, it would
have to be removed, she said.

The case would then be referred to the
county attorney’s office for review, and it
could be another three months before
demolition is ordered, she said. The demo-
lition contractor then has a month to act.

In Old Louisville, a mansion at 1440 S.
Second St. has been vacant and deteriorat-
ing for about eight years, said Herb Fink,
chairman of the Property Improvement
Committeeof theOldLouisvilleNeighbor-
hood Council.

It’s among about 25 to 30 vacant and
abandonedproperties in theneighborhood
currently, he said.

“You can look up through the third-sto-
ry windows ... and see straight through the
roof,” he said at the Second Street site re-
cently. An intruder could start a fire that

could spread to other buildings, he said.
“It’s detrimental to this area,” he said.

“It’s dragging down property values.
There’s no reason why properties like this
should remain in this condition endlessly.”

He and others have talked to city offi-
cials about the situation, and Jim Mims, di-
rector of Codes & Regulations, is expected
to speak at the council’s next meeting May
10, Fink said.

Fink said the city seems to have prob-
lems getting property owners into court
these days. But a dozen years ago, when
the neighborhood was grappling with
about65abandonedproperties,biggroups
of neighbors showed up at court hearings,
andjudgestookactionthat ledto buildings
being sold and rehabilitated, Fink said.

Houses in Old Louisville are in big de-
mand,andif theSecondStreethousecould
be put up for sale “there’s no question
someone would buy it,” Fink said.

In west and southwest Louisville, Met-
ro Councilwoman Attica Scott used money
from her Neighborhood Development
Funds to have a special pre-Christmas
cleanup of vacant and abandoned proper-
ties.Shesaidrecentlythatshe’scontinuing
to encourage Public Works to focus on
maintaining vacant properties.

In the southwest, “they feel like forgot-
ten people,” she said.

She favors more innovative solutions
that could allow neighbors and neighbor-
hoodassociationstocleanup,maintainand
use vacant properties, perhaps as garden
areas or meeting spaces. The city also
needs to have the power of eminent do-
main to take possession of properties, she
said.

On Tara Gale Drive off Cane Run Road,
a brick house next to a grassy drainage aq-
ueduct sits vacant among other well-tend-
ed homes. A sign in the window gives a

number to call if emergency maintenance
is required.

Tanya Taylor, who lives nearby , said
her cousin and his girlfriend used to rent
the home but moved out to a different part
of the neighborhood.

The owners moved to Tennessee, and a
for-sale sign went up briefly recently, she
said. It’snotcausingbigproblems,but“no-
body’s there,” she said.

GeorgeThomas,anotherneighbor,said
the house has been vacant for about two
years. “I wish somebody would move into
it” and we could “get back to a sense of
community again,” he said.

Reporter Martha Elson can be reached at
(502) 582-7061.

» COVER PHOTO: Richard Long lives
across the street from a vacant house on
Rodman Avenue.

“It’s detrimental to this
area. It’s dragging down
property values. There’s
no reason why properties
like this should remain in
this condition endlessly.”
HERB FINK, chairman of the Property
Improvement Committee of the Old Louisville
Neighborhood Council

Herb Fink says
daylight is
visible through
the roof of a
mansion on
South Second
Street in Old
Louisville that
has been
vacant for
about eight
years.


