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Two more Bullitt County
schools will soon be recognized
as Energy Star facilities, giving
the county a total of12.

Nichols and Lebanon Junc-
tion elementary schools recent-
ly earned the distinction, said
Andrea Rock, energy manager
for Bullitt County Public
Schools. Both schools had reno-
vations and got rid of inefficient
boilers.

The buildings’ recognition is
a testament to the school sys-
tem’s effort to conserve energy,
KentuckyDivisionofEnergyEf-
ficiency and Conservation Di-
rector Greg Guess said.

“Theyhaveoneofthemostef-
fective programs in the state
right now,” Guess said. “Bullitt
County ranks up there in the top
tier of counties with good pro-
grams.”

Fiveyearsago,BullittCounty
Public Schools set out to cut
down on its buildings’ emissions
by urging employees and stu-
dents to shut off air-conditioning
units and other appliances when
not in use, Rock said.

In 2009, Energy Star, an EPA-
funded energy efficiency pro-
gram,tooknoticebyrecognizing
Freedom and Shepherdville ele-

mentary schools and Eastside
and Zoneton middle schools.

Three years later, with 12 En-
ergy Star schools, Bullitt ranks
behind only Warren County in
the number of distinguished
schools.

To earn the distinction, a
building must score at least a 75
on the EPA’s energy perfor-
mance scale, which ranges from
oneto100basedonenergyusage.
Abuildingwitha75ratingmeans
it is considered more efficient
than 75 percent of competing
buildings, according to Energy
Star.

Lebanon Junction received
an 81, while Nichols scored a 79.
Bullitt’s most efficient school,
according to Energy Star, is
Overdale Elementary, which re-
ceived a 97 last year.

New buildings and renova-
tions to older ones have spurred
efficiency, but school-based
teams of students and staff also
have helped by making make
sure lights and computers are
turned off when they’re not be-
ing used.

“If you don’t shut computers
or other electronics off, they’re
going to waste a lot of energy,”
Rock said. “It’s the little things
that matter.”

Reporter Patrick T. Sullivan can be
reached at (502) 582-4335.
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Goodbye hot fudge cake and
strawberry pie. A Shoney’s res-
taurant on Eastern Parkway near
Preston Street has closed after
about 30 years.

An El Nopal restaurant is ex-
pectedtoopenatthesite,811East-
ern Parkway, in the next 30 to 45
days.

The Shoney’s lease had come
up for renewal March18, and “we
didnotrenew,”saidOscarParker,
who was the franchisee for Sho-
ney’s and who will sublease the
sitetoElNopal.“Itwasjustabusi-
ness decision that was made,” he
said.

Parker spoke by phone from
the catering operation at the one
remaining Shoney’s restaurant in
the Louisville area, 6511 Signa-
ture Drive, off Fern Valley Road.

Parker estimated the Eastern
ParkwayShoney’shadbeenthere
since 1982. Shoney’s restaurants
also used to operate on Hurst-
bourne Parkway and in Shep-
herdsville in Bullitt County, but
those also have closed.

Parker said business had been
pretty good at the Eastern Park-
way Shoney’s but that El Nopal
approachedhimabouttheswitch.

“It will probably do well
there,” he said.

Reporter Martha Elson can be
reached at (502) 582-7061.
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As fast as she can, Mary
Peabody Camp must ride her
pony to the bucket in the mid-
dle of the ring, drop a ball of
fabric in it and then ride to the
far end.

She then jumps off the pony,
picks another ball off the
ground, jumps back on and con-
tinues to the next rider, hand-
ing off the ball.

“Old sock,” as it is called, is
just one of many mounted
games — a team sport on horse-
back that is gaining popularity
in the United States.

And Mary, who goes by “Ma-
ry P,” is one of five young peo-
ple representing the United
States Pony Clubs at the 2012
International Mounted Games
Tour & Exchange in Australia
this month.

“It’s a huge, huge honor,”
said Mary, a Louisville Colle-
giate School freshman who
lives in Crestwood. “You can

only go once.”
During the first week of

April, Mary, 14, practiced with
her teammates at Windhover
Farm and York Stables in La
Grange. The team is now in
Australia through April 22.

She first got involved
through Pony Club, which
strives to teach riding and
horsemanship to young people.

The International Mounted
Games is for Pony Club mem-
bers 13 to 15, and to be chosen,
the teens had to go through an
extensive application process
that included an essay, DVD
showing them competing in
certain categories and letters
of recommendation.

The other members of this
year’s team come from Geor-
gia, New York, Pennsylvania
and Maryland. And while they
practiced in Oldham, the team
lived together at Mary’s home.

“You’re with a team, and you
bond with all of them,” she said.
“You also get to meet kids from
other countries.”

Teams from Canada, Great
Britain and Australia also com-
pete, and most of the more than
two-week trip to Australia will
include touring the country
with the other teams.

“I’ve seen the people who
have gone before us and saw on

Facebook that they got to pet a
kangaroo in a zoo and climb the
Sydney Harbour Bridge,” she
said. “Those are the things I
really want to do.”

Sara Greiling, whose family
owns Windhover Farm, was
chosen by United States Pony
Clubs Inc. to coach the team for
the first time this year, provid-
ing another link locally to the
international contest.

Greiling has competed in
mounted games for more than
a decade and took part in dem-
onstrations at the 2010 Alltech
FEI World Equestrian Games
in Lexington — the first World
Equestrian Games where the
games were showcased.

Her whole family is active
in the sport; her father, Paul,
serves as president of the U.S.
chapter of the International
Mounted Games Association.

“It’s kind of like relay races
on horseback,” she said of the
sport. “And it’s probably one of
the more difficult things you
can do on horseback.”

Reporter Emily Hagedorn can be
reached at (502) 582-4621.

Mary Peabody Camp and Speedy walk to the training area for practice in La Grange.
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