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The Tornado Relief Fund,
co-sponsored by The Inde-
pendent and the Northeast
Kentucky Chapter of  the
American Red Cross, is off
to a rousing start.
The early donations have

come in to the tune of
$15,620, thanks in larger
part to a $10,000 gift from
People Helping People and a
$1,000 gift from The Bri-Den
Company, Inc.

Those who gave
People Helping People ........$10,000
Anonymous................................$100
Jim & Deanna Phillips ............$100
Barbara H. Broughton ..............$50
Charlies & Patricia Phillips ......$50
Anonymous In memory 
of Felecia Jordan Pigg ............$100
Rita Hughes In memory 
of Wayne Hughes......................$100
Paul & Beverly Wiley................$100
Gary & Sandra Greene ............$100
Norvin & Alice Bourne Jr. ........$50
Larry & Jennifer Sparks ..........$100
Ralph & Doris Raftery ..............$20
Anonymous................................$50
Lowell & Darlene Meenach..........$20
Anonymous................................$50
Sharon Cox Salmons ................$25
Anonymous................................$20
Wade & Caroll Scott ................$25
Anonymous................................$100
David R. & Betty J. Marushi ....$25
John F. Jr. & Betty A. Davis ....$100
Anonymous................................$100
Robert W. & Hazel M. Leibee
In memory of those lost ..........$100
James M. & Nadine Traugott ..$200
John Jenkins ............................$200
Ben B. or Carol A. Jones ..........$20
The Bri-Den Company, Inc. ....$1,000
Nancy T. McClellan ..................$650
Brenda Pennington ..................$25
Gary & Irma Robinette ............$100
Alger C. or Janet Shumway ....$100
Mary Gifford & Marilee Cooper....$200
Michael L. & Diana S. Sexton..$50
Arby E. & Wanda Hannah........$25
Patricia C. Cline ........................$100
Gregg & Leona Erwin ..............$100
Anonymous................................$50
Ronnie H. or Boneva Back ......$25
Evelyn Stephens ......................$75
Billy Joe & Delores Thomas ....$100
Stephen T. & Linda A. Moore ..$20
John H. & Helen B. Artis..........$100
Ruth & Shyrden Huffman ........$100
James R. Lemaster ..................$100
American Legion Auxilary........$300
Anonymous................................$50
Anonymous................................$100
Anonymous................................$25
Norman H. Camp Jr. ................100
Anonymous................................$25
Ronald L. & Donna Barker ......$25
TOTAL ..................................$15,620

By KENNETH HART
The Independent

ASHLAND Two defendants who
admitted they were part of a major
pill-trafficking conspiracy based in
Boyd County were sentenced Mon-

day in federal court.
U.S. District Judge David L. Bun-

ning sentenced Evelyn A. Normile,
32, and Derrick Brambel, 38, to 30
and 45 months, respectively, in
prison.
Both were members of  a drug-

trafficking ring headed by broth-
ers Anthony “Tony” McKenzie, 33,
and Billy Joe McKenzie, 37.
Normile was Tony McKenzie’s
live-in girlfriend. The two had
known each other since they were
teenagers and became romantical-

ly involved in 2007, according to
court records.
Normile and Brambel both

pleaded guilty in December to con-
spiracy to distribute oxycodone.
Normile also pleaded guilty to
money-laundering for selling the

home on Gobbler’s Knob where
she and Tony McKenzie had lived.
The house was purchased with
$56,000 in drug money. Normile
sold it for $10,000.

Members of pill ring sentenced

By KENNETH HART
The Independent

ASHLAND Members of  the Ash-
land Fire Department, including
its chief  and deputy chief, have
spent a considerable amount of
time in West Liberty since the
town was mostly wiped out by a
tornado on March 2.
Their mission, along with that

of  the other emergency respon-
ders who have flocked to the Mor-
gan County seat in the wake of
the disaster, has been to assist in
the search and rescue and recov-
ery efforts.
However, according to Deputy

Chief  Greg Ray, the experience
has been valuable for the AFD as
well. He said department mem-
bers have learned a tremendous
amount about what needs to be
done in the event of large-scale ca-
tastrophes, and that knowledge
could prove invaluable should
something similar ever occur in
Ashland.
“People say that kind of  thing

can’t ever happen here, but I guar-
antee you the people of West Lib-
erty were thinking the exact same
thing,” he said.

Ray said the department
planned to attempt to have every
member work at least one shift in
West Liberty. The type of  hands-
on experience firefighters can

gain by doing so is something that
simply cannot be simulated in a
classroom or with a staged train-
ing exercise, he said.
By rotating schedules, the AFD

is easily able to send people to
Morgan County without straining
its manpower at home, Ray said.

AFD learns first-hand 
lessons in West Liberty

Normile, 32, Brambel, 38, charged in connection with distribution of oxycodone
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“People say that kind of thing can’t ever happen here, but I guarantee
you the people of West Liberty were thinking the exact same thing.”

Greg Ray, Ashland Fire Department deputy chief 

JOHN FLAVELL / FOR THE INDEPENDENT

The light poles around the Morgan County High School football field fell during the March 2 tornado in West
Liberty. The community is continuing its recovery.

‰Firefighters are
gaining experience 
no simulation 
could ever provide

By TIM PRESTON
The Independent

CARTER CITY From within
the hand-cut stone walls of
Carter Elementary, the path
to a new place to learn —
with all of the resources for
students in a digital age —
opened on Monday.
“You kids will get to

watch this happen,” said

Rep. Jill York, asking the
students wearing yellow
hard hats if  they had no-
ticed the large, yellow ma-
chines clearing the nearby
site of their new school.
“We’re going to turn that

ground into something mag-
nificent. It’s going to start
kind of small, kind of like

A Carter community effort
Rain and mud can’t stop new school groundbreaking
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Withstanding rain that turned into a downpour, officials, ed-
ucators and supporters break ground on the new Carter El-
ementary on Monday.  TIM PRESTON / THE INDEPENDENT
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THE CATS’ PAUSE
Yours with today’s paper

20 YEARS LATER
Laettner still relishes buzzer-beater to edge
Kentucky in ’92 Elite Eight / SPORTS, B1

Coach on coach
Rowan County and

North Laurel have some
history courtside / B1

Christian Laettner
reacts to beating
Kentucky in the
1992 NCAAs

Gate City man
charged with

fleeing, evading
REGION, A2


