
NEW YORK (AP) Gasoline
prices have finally dropped
after 27 straight days of  in-
creases.
The nationwide average

for regular unleaded slipped
less than a penny to $3.764
per gallon. That ended a
streak of price hikes that be-
gan on Feb. 8. Pump prices
rose by more than 28 cents
per gallon in that period,
making gasoline the most
expensive ever for this time
of year.
Also Tuesday, oil fell to its

lowest price in about two
weeks, while the price of
natural gas remained near a
10-year low.
The relief  at the pump

should be temporary. Ex-
perts predict that gasoline
prices will rise over the next
several weeks. The Oil Price
Information Service says
the nationwide average
could peak at $4.25 per gal-
lon in late April, beating the
record high of $4.11 per gal-
lon set in July 2008. That will
likely keep gas prices front
and center in the presiden-
tial campaign and econo-
mists will argue their im-
pact on the U.S. economy.  
At a White House press

conference, President Oba-
ma dismissed suggestions
by some of  his Republican
critics that he wants to see
gasoline prices rise. No pres-
ident wants to put more fi-
nancial strain on American
families, especially in an
election year, Obama said. 
The White House will con-

tinue to look for ways to re-
duce the amount of  oil
Americans consume, Oba-
ma said. The president also
asked his attorney general
to examine whether specula-
tors were driving up the

price of oil. 
But “there is no silver bul-

let” for lowering oil and gas
prices, Obama warned. 
Meanwhile, the govern-

ment boosted its estimates
for average oil and gasoline
prices. The Energy Depart-
ment said the average price
of  oil should be nearly $106
per barrel this year while
gasoline should cost an aver-
age of $3.79 per gallon. Gov-
ernment data show Ameri-
cans paid an average of $3.53
per gallon in 2011.
Gasoline already exceeds

$4 per gallon in California,
Alaska and Hawaii, which is
tops at $4.37. It’s close to $4
in several other states, in-
cluding Connecticut, Illi-
nois, Michigan, New York,
Oregon and Washington. 
In response, U.S. drivers

are driving less and buying
less gasoline. MasterCard
SpendingPulse, which uses
credit card purchases to esti-
mate gasoline consumption,
said average gasoline de-
mand fell last week by 6.3
percent when compared
with a year earlier.
The price of  gasoline has

tracked the increase in its
primary component, crude
oil. In the first two months
of 2012, oil jumped by an av-
erage of  13 percent com-
pared with the same period
last year. 
Pump prices are almost

certain to rise further this
spring as refineries switch to
making summer fuel blends.
This annual changeover
temporarily cuts into gaso-
line supplies just before the
summer tourism season.  

Oil prices fell Tuesday af-
ter Iran agreed to let inter-
national nuclear inspectors
into its facilities. The stand-
off between Western powers
and Iran over that country’s
nuclear program had driven
oil’s rise. The announce-
ment eased concerns about
a possible disruption to oil
supplies around the globe.
Benchmark West Texas In-

termediate crude, which is
used to price oil produced in
the United States, fell by $2.02
to end the day at $104.70 per
barrel, the lowest price since
Feb. 21. Brent crude, which
prices foreign oil imported by
U.S. refineries, gave up $1.82
to finish at $121.98 per barrel.
In other energy trading,

natural gas futures were flat
at 2.356 per 1,000 cubic feet
after nearly hitting a 10-year

low on Monday. With winter
nearly over and warmer
weather expected in coming
days, oil traders are betting
that demand will fall as
homeowners and businesses
turn down the heat. 
Analyst and trader

Stephen Schork said natural
gas prices could fall back to
the 10-year low of  $2.32 per
1,000 cubic feet.
“There’s just too much

supply out there,” Schork
said.
That should be good news

for homeowners. The Ener-
gy Department said residen-
tial natural gas prices
should fall by nearly 2 per-
cent in 2012.
Heating oil was also flat,

at $2.356 per gallon. Gasoline
futures lost 2.81 cents to fin-
ish at $3.2299 per gallon.

Gas price hikes end
after 27 days; oil sinks

HOUSTON (AP) Former
Texas tycoon R. Allen Stan-
ford, whose financial empire
once spanned the Americas
and made him fabulously
wealthy, was convicted
Tuesday of  bilking his in-
vestors out of  more than $7
billion through a Ponzi
scheme he operated for 20
years.
A day after telling U.S.

District Judge David Hittner
they were having trouble
reaching a verdict, jurors
convicted Stanford on 13 of
14 charges he faced, acquit-
ting him on a single count of
wire fraud stemming from
Super Bowl tickets he al-
legedly used to bribe a regu-
lator. 
Stanford, who was once

considered one of the wealth-
iest people in the United
States, looked down when the
verdict was read. His mother
and daughters, who were in
the federal courtroom in
Houston, hugged one anoth-
er, and one of the daughters
started crying.
“We are disappointed in

the outcome. We expect to
appeal,” Ali Fazel, one of
Stanford’s attorneys, said af-
ter the hearing. He said he

couldn’t comment further
because of  a gag order Hit-
tner placed on attorneys in
the case.
Prosecutors and Stan-

ford’s family members de-
clined to comment, but one
of his investors, Cassie
Wilkinson, welcomed the
verdict.
“As an investor, you have

to doubt whether or not you
were stupid or just taken ad-
vantage of. This relieves
that doubt. It’s a vindica-

tion,” said Wilkinson, 62,
who lives in Houston. She
declined to say how much
money she and her husband
lost. 
A shorter civil trial before

the same jury, in which pros-
ecutors hoped to seize mon-
ey from more than 30 Stan-
ford-controlled accounts in
countries including Switzer-
land, Britain and Canada,
began later Tuesday. Hittner
will likely set Stanford’s sen-
tencing date after the civil
trial, which could last as lit-
tle as a day.
Stanford, 61, faces up to 20

years for the most serious
charges against him. But if
Hittner orders him to serve
his sentences consecutively,
Stanford could get up to 230
years in prison. Disgraced
financier Bernard Madoff,
by comparison, was sen-
tenced to 150 years in prison
for orchestrating the largest
Ponzi scheme in history. 
Prosecutors say Stanford

used investor money to fund
a string of failed businesses,
bribe regulators and pay for
his lavish lifestyle, which in-
cluded buying himself
yachts and private jets. His
attorneys portrayed Stan-

ford as a visionary entrepre-
neur who made money for
investors and conducted le-
gitimate business deals.
Stanford was once consid-

ered one of  the wealthiest
people in the United States
with an estimated net worth
of more than $2 billion. 

Financier Stanford convicted
in $7 billion Ponzi scheme

LEGAL NOTICE
The City of Russell, Kentucky will
receive sealed bids, at the City
Building until 4:00 p.m. on
March 26, 2012 for the purpose of
purchasing a 2012 dump
truck/snow plow and an extended
cab work truck for the City of
Russell. The bid package may be
picked up at the Russell City
Building. Bids will be opened at
6:00 p.m. on March 26, 2012 at
the Russell City Council meeting.
The award shall be made on the
basis of the best evaluated bid
price that the City deems to be in
their best interest and measura-
ble criteria to be utilized are as
follows:
1. Length of warranty
2. Availability and quality of
service

The City reserves the right to re-
ject any or all bids.
Joy Conley
City Clerk/Treasurer
(606)836-9666
Published: March 7 & 11, 2012 

COMMONWEALTH OF
KENTUCKY

BOYD CIRCUIT COURT
DIVISION II

CIVIL ACTION
NO.09-CI-01386

PEOPLES BANK, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION,

PLAINTIFF,
VS.:   ADVERTISEMENT
ALAN L. BURCHETT,
GLADYS A. BURCHETT
F/K/A GLADYS A. VAN-
HOOSE, PAUL W. BLAIR,
NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE,
LLC F/K/A CENTEX HOME
EQUITY COMPANY, I, LLC,
CITY OF ASHLAND, KEN-
TUCKY,                       

DEFENDANTS.
Pursuant to an Order entered
by the Boyd Circuit Court, in
the above styled action, I shall
sell at the front door of the
Boyd County Courthouse,
Catlettsburg, Kentucky, on the
9th day of March, 2012, at or
near the hour of 12:10 p.m., at
public auction to the highest
and best bidder, on terms of
ten percent (10%) of the
purchase price at the time
of sale and the balance on
a credit of thirty (30) days,
with privilege of purchaser to
pay all in cash at the time of
sale, the following described
real estate, to-wit:
Property Address:
1137 Walnut Avenue,
Ashland (This address was
furnished by the Plaintiff, and
it may or may not be the cor-
rect address of the property to
be sold. The Master
Commissioner only advertises
it as an aid in locating the
property, and any discrepan-
cies in the address are to be
taken to the Plaintiff, NOT the
Commissioner. The Master
Commissioner’s Deed of
Conveyance contains only the
written legal description of the
property; therefore, only dis-
crepancies in the written legal
description herein below shall
be addressed by the
Commissioner.
Legal Description:
PARCEL NO. ONE:
Lot No. 92 of Park Hill Realty
Company’s Forest Hill
Subdivision No. 3, Ashland,
Boyd County, Kentucky, as
shown on Plat thereof of record
in Deed Book 83, Page 645-A
in the Office of the Boyd
County Court Clerk.
PARCEL NO. TWO:
That certain lot or parcel of
land, situate in the City of
Ashland, in the County of
Boyd, in the State of Kentucky,
commonly known and desig-
nated as Lot 91 in Forest Hills
Subdivision No. 3 and so desig-
nated and shown on plat there-
of (revised) made January 19,
1924, and which with dedica-
tion of proprietor thereon
endorsed, was on February 18,
1924, filed in the Office of the
County Clerk of Boyd County,
Kentucky, and now is to be
found in File Case Drawer #2,
in Office aforesaid, and so
therein duly indexed (see Deed
Book 83, Page 645-A) said lot
described by metes and bounds
as follows:
BEGINNING in the west line of
Walnut Avenue at a point dis-
tant fifty (50) feet northerly
from the point of intersection
of the aforesaid west line of
Walnut Avenue with the north
line of 29th Street; thence
northerly with and along the
curve of said west line of
Walnut Avenue, 73.45 feet to
the south side line of Lot 90-A
in said subdivision; thence
westerly with and along said
south side line of Lot 90-A, 83
feet, more or less, to the north-
east corner of Lot 92-A in the
aforesaid subdivision, thence
southerly with and along the
east side line of said Lot 92-A,
40 feet, more or less, thence at
right angle easterly 91.85 feet
to the afore stated point and
place of BEGINNING.
Being the same real estate con-
veyed to Alan L. Burchett,
unmarried, from Charles
Russell Stewart, Jr., et al, by
Deed dated May 7, 1998, of
record in the Office of the Clerk
of the Boyd County Court,
Kentucky, in Deed Book 615,
Page 511.
Purchaser must execute

bond with approved surety
for the unpaid purchase
price, which bond shall
bear interest at the rate of
twelve percent (12%) per
annum from the date of
said sale until paid. Said
bond shall have the force and
effect of a judgment of which
execution may issue, if not paid
at maturity, and a lien shall be
retained upon the real estate
above described as additional
surety.
NOTE - ONLY DELIN-

QUENT AD VALOREM
TAXES SHALL BE PAID
FROM THE SALE PRO-
CEEDS. THE PURCHASER
SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE
FOR PAYMENT OF THE
TAXES FOR THE CUR-
RENT YEAR AND THERE-
AFTER.

_______________
THOMAS M. HOWE

MASTER COMMISSIONER
BOYD CIRCUIT COURT

1009 Carter Avenue
Ashland,KY 41101

Please visit our website:
http://www.boydcoun-
tykymastercommission-

er.com/
(All lower case letters, and
type address in address
bar, not search bar)

Published: February 22 & 29
and March 7, 2012

COMMONWEALTH OF
KENTUCKY

BOYD CIRCUIT COURT
DIVISION I

CIVIL ACTION
NO.10-CI-00883

PNC BANK, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION SUCCESSOR
BY MERGER TO NATIONAL
CITY BANK SUCCESSOR BY
MERGER TO NATIONAL
CITY MORTGAGE A DIVI-
SION OF NATIONAL CITY
BANK OF INDIANA,

PLAINTIFF,
VS.:   ADVERTISEMENT
GEORGE A. CUMPTON,
WANDA G. CUMPTON,
CITY NATIONAL BANK OF
WEST VIRGINIA,
CITY OF ASHLAND, COUNTY
OF BOYD,                       

DEFENDANTS.
Pursuant to an Order entered
by the Boyd Circuit Court, in
the above styled action, I shall
sell at the front door of the
Boyd County Courthouse,
Catlettsburg, Kentucky, on the
9th day of March, 2012, at or
near the hour of 12:05 p.m.,
at public auction to the highest
and best bidder, on terms of
one-third (1/3) of the pur-
chase price at the time of
sale and the balance on a
credit of thirty (30) days,
with privilege of purchaser to
pay all in cash at the time of
sale, the following described
real estate, to-wit:
Property Address:
1220 Cherokee Avenue,
Ashland (This address was
furnished by the Plaintiff, and
it may or may not be the cor-
rect address of the property to
be sold. The Master
Commissioner only advertises
it as an aid in locating the
property, and any discrepan-
cies in the address are to be
taken to the Plaintiff, NOT the
Commissioner. The Master
Commissioner’s Deed of
Conveyance contains only the
written legal description of the
property; therefore, only dis-
crepancies in the written legal
description herein below shall
be addressed by the
Commissioner.
Legal Description:
All situate in Ashland, Boyd
County, Kentucky, and Being
Lot No. 153 in Graysonia
Subdivision, as the same
appears of record on Plat of
Record, in Deed Book 95, Page
637, Boyd County Court Clerk’s
Office.
Being the same real estate con-
veyed unto George A. Cumpton
and Wanda G. Cumpton, hus-
band and wife, from George A.
Cumpton and Wanda G.
Cumpton, husband and wife,
dated November 18, 1991, of
record in Deed Book 552, Page
240, Boyd County Clerk’s
Records.
Purchaser must execute

bond with approved surety
for the unpaid purchase
price, which bond shall
bear interest at the rate of
twelve percent (12%) per
annum from the date of
said sale until paid. Said
bond shall have the force and
effect of a judgment of which
execution may issue, if not paid
at maturity, and a lien shall be
retained upon the real estate
above described as additional
surety.
NOTE - ONLY DELIN-

QUENT AD VALOREM
TAXES SHALL BE PAID
FROM THE SALE PRO-
CEEDS. THE PURCHASER
SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE
FOR PAYMENT OF THE
TAXES FOR THE CUR-
RENT YEAR AND THERE-
AFTER.

_______________
THOMAS M. HOWE

MASTER COMMISSIONER
BOYD CIRCUIT COURT

1009 Carter Avenue
Ashland,KY 41101

Please visit our website:
http://www.boydcoun-
tykymastercommission-

er.com/
(All lower case letters, and
type address in address
bar, not search bar)

Published: February 22 & 29
and March 7, 2012

LEGAL NOTICE
Rancho Grande of Ashland,
LLC, 2416 Winchester Ave.,
Ashland, KY 41101 hereby
declares intention to apply for
a Restaurant Liquor and Wine
by the Drink and Retail Beer
License no later than April 6,
2012.  The business to be
licensed will be located at 2416
Winchester Ave., Ashland, KY
41101, doing business as El
Rancho Grande of Ashland,
KY.
The (owner(s); Principal
Officers and Directors; Limited
Partners; or Members) are as
follows: 
The Members are as follows:
Rodolfo Magana of 910 4th
Ave., Apt. 810, Huntington,

WV 25701
Any person, association, cor-

poration, or body politic may
protest the granting of the
license by writing the
Department of Alcoholic
Beverage Control, 1003
Twilight Trail, Frankfort, KY
40601-8400, within 30 days of
the date of this legal publica-
tion.
Published: March 7, 2012
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AP PHOTO

A delivery driver connects hoses on a gasoline tanker prior to replenishing the tanks at a
BP station in Pittsburgh. The nationwide average for regular unleaded slipped less than a
penny to $3.764 per gallon on Tuesday.

AP PHOTO

Jailed Texas tycoon R. Allen
Stanford arrives in custody
at the federal courthouse in
Houston.

NEW BRUNSWICK, N.J. (AP)
In the last two days of his life,
Tyler Clementi visited his
roommate’s Twitter page 38
times and saved screen shots
of two messages posted
there. One proclaimed that
the roommate saw Clementi
“making out with a dude.”
The other “dared” friends to
use a web chat program to
watch later.
Jurors learned those de-

tails Tuesday during the tes-
timony of Gary Charydczak,
a detective in the Middlesex
County Prosecutor’s Office
who testified in the room-
mate’s criminal trial. The de-

tective said he learned about
Clementi’s computer use
from examining the hard
drive of the blue laptop that
was found in his Rutgers Uni-
versity dorm room.
He displayed the Tweets

that he said were saved to
Clementi’s hard drive under
the names “untitled.jpg” and
“secondtime.jpg.”
Twenty-year-old Dharun

Ravi faces 15 counts includ-
ing bias intimidation and in-
vasion of privacy against
Clementi, who jumped to his
death from the George Wash-
ington Bridge on Sept. 22,
2010, a day after authorities

say Ravi attempted to spy on
him.
Prosecutors say Ravi used

Twitter first to tell followers
he had seen his roommate
“making out with a dude” on
Sept. 19, and two days later to
“dare” them to video chat
him when Clementi had
again asked to have the room
to himself so he could have a
guest over. Charydczak also
testified that Ravi later
changed the “dare” tweet, in-
stead telling friends, “Don’t
you dare.” That alleged
change is the basis of a
charge Ravi tried to hinder
apprehension.

Witness: Rutgers student
saved roommate’s tweets


